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applied all their learning ami science to tiie subject. With their w 
am only acquainted by name, and, therefore, uiy own efforts i 
department arc entirely original ; Inn although this is the esse, my li 
have been so favourably received across the Allantie. iliat one gentl 
E. C. Delevan, Esq. has, at his own cost, amount inn to " -i 'JO dollars," , 
into circulation " ifi.OIXI copies of uiy dialers on Ancient Wines;" and 1 
am told that he says, it was " money well spent." I am happy also to 
add, that his visit to Italy, anil personal inquiries inio tin-' modern manu. 
facture of wine, have most fiillj nmfllmed my views respecting loifcr- 
■mented trine*. 

My present work I now place before the public. In it I have proved, 
that our bountiful Creator is not the author of intoxicating drinks; that 
lie has no where commended them in his wnrd; and, therefore, thtt 
neither the drunkard, nor moderate drinker, can sanction hi? practice 
from the word of God. Intoxicating; liquors arc among those wicked 
" inventions," for which sinful man, sine,: the fall, is notorious; audu 
their production requires the mosl awful nn.l reeUe-s waste of the boun- 
ties of Divine Provide nee, their " use," even in moderation, is an " oiiow." 
I have proved, Ihiit in the Scriptures lim classes of wine arc mentioned, 
the one innoxious, became nniermeiitoil, the other rendered stupefactive 
by drugs, or poisonous by fermentation. ! have also shown, that in 

were luxuries rather than liquors in common DM ; and, that " to ilrini 
much wine," was unpopular, ami irreligious. Hence the Scripture pro- 
nounces the man who did this unlit to be a deacon of a Christian church. 
.And if drinking freely of an innocent wine was sufficient to exclude from 
any office in the church, what would the apostle have said of those who 
" contemn every liquor which is not welt eaargtdwiih poiton. The taste for 
aleoholic liquors is one of the mosi uti.'iierl unit ■Ic-.mirtive that has been 
acquired or cherished by fallen man, and, therefore, it is the duty of every 
Christian to " cry alaud mid spare n'lt" until so depraved an appetite shall 
lid annihilated, anil which "ill nor he (lie ease until the liquor, which gave 
it birth, shall be banished for ever. 

As the present publication koh delivered in lectures to the friends of 
Temperance in ditl'erent parts of the country, the rojtder will excuse some 
firms of expression which it was difficult to change, but which are more 
suited to a public address than to an essay. 

In conclusion, I may be allowed to state, that 1 have nearly ready for 
the press, a work on the " Intellectual mid Moial Dii/iii/y 'if Woman," 
and which I trust will obtain as much favour as has been granted to 
riti Bacchus." 





ON ANCIENT WINES. 



CHAPTER I. 



[introduction.— apathy.— ignorance.— abuse of scripture.— science.— 
history.— the word " drunkenness."— alcohol. — drugs.— arguments 
a priori. — i. alcohol a poison. — ii. ancient and modern wines must 
differ. — iii. the word of god seems to command and condemn wine. 



The evils arising from the use of intoxicating drinks are so 
numerous, so diversified, and so extensive, that there is reason 
to fear that the immorality, disease, and death resulting there- 
from, are now become too common to command attention or 
awaken general sympathy. It has often been observed, that 
our common mercies, on account of their hourly occurrence, 
are unheeded. The undertaker, the coffin-maker, and the 
sexton are said to be the last men who turn pale at a corpse 
or shudder at a grave. Familiarity with death has, in too 
many instances, rendered the intellect obtuse and the feelings 
callous. The same effect seems to have been produced, by 
having immediately under our eye, the crimes and miseries 
arising from drinking. The twang of the whip of the slave- 
driver, and the groans of the abused bondmen and bondwomen 
of the west vibrated across the Atlantic, and pierced not only 
our ears, but our inmost souls, and awakened a sympathy 
which never slept until the power of the oppressor was broken. 
But how deeply it reflects on our moral and Christian cha- 
racter, that Jamaica and America should share our tears, 
command our prayers, and arouse our energies, at the very 
time that domestic slavery, of the foulest character, (for the 
slave of intoxicating drinks is, of all slaves, the most debased 
and most pitiable,) stares us in the face, and, in many cases, 
provokes nothing more than a smile. Thus has it been with 
the inhabitants of the slave-holding coYom^. ^ss«r^ ^^ 
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o their eyes, and, far from being to tLem an object of 
ion, was a system which bespoke their regard and p»- 
wnage. Some even became so sentimental as to imagine 
hat the reverberations of the cart-whip were so highly pre- 
ical as completely to drown the groans which arose from it» 
"ietiona. How similar is the case with us now. The spark- 
j howl has enchanted the poet's muse, anil, reckless of 
ruined health, murdered genius, broken-hearted wives, and 
starving children, lie has sung of its inspirations, and brought, 
like the priest of Moloch, the timbrel and the pipe to drown 
the bowlings of the sufferers. Who can tell, perhaps toe 
tables may be turned ; and, as the pangs of slavery thrilled 
across to the east of the Atlantic, so the sufferings occasioned 
hy drinking may vibrate to the west. The blacks are men dI 
sympathy, and have hearts tenderly sensitive to human woe, 
1 unless we emancipate ourselves from the chains of thif 
lolating demon, some swarthy Clarkson or Wilberforce maj 
sh to oui rescue, and be our deliverer. The old charge 
exaggeration brought against the anti-slavery party, is 
now daily reiterated against the friends of temperance ; but 
'tis a query whether I lit 1 evils arising- from drinking are capa- 
ble of exaggeration, and certain it is that a thousandth part 
of the injury inflicted on the body, the mind, the comfort, 
present and eternal destiny of man, has never as yet been 
I. Ignorance on this topic, abounds, and is associated witli 
the most fatal consequences. Some have said " That igno- 
rance is the mother of devotion," and the imbibers of strong 
drink may for the most part subscribe to this sentimeqt, for 
their devotion to the cup of Bacchus is, in numerous instances, 
the result of ignorance ; but we trust that the glorious light 
promulgated by temperance societies, will eventually banish 
from the human bosom all that affection which the god of 
wine has so long shared, and in the end dash every bowl and 
raze every temple, and demolish every altar of Bacchus on tht 
face of the earth. 

In countries blessed with revelation, it has for ages been 
customary to press the holy oracles and the authority of an- 
tiquity, into the service of vice and ignorance. Against the 
preaching of the gospel hy the Apostles, the low of Moses 
was urged. Against I Ik- enterprise of Columbus, the doctors 
of the Church marshalled ibe authority of the Fathers and the 
Prophets. Satan dreaded [lie discovery of America, and, like 
" Witch of Endor, brought up Isaiah and Augustine to defeat 
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the undertaking, .'enner and vaccination were anathematize <I 
on the pretended authority of the word of God ; and now be- 
hold ye, as if to show that " there is nothing new under the 
aim," the Bible is quoted as the text book of tipplers, and 
with, matchless consistency, the old heathen poets of Greece 
and Rome arc said, in this particular, to acid their sanction 
to that of revelation. To vindicate the sacred volume, and 
the character of the ancients from the stigma with which they 
are thus branded, is the design of the present essay ; and 
we trust that the arguments and evidence about to he adduced 
will satisfy every candid person, that the Scriptures are far 
from affording the hast sanction to our modern intoxicating 
drinks, or drinking customs, mid practices. 

In discussing this subject we shall appeal to the laws of 
science and the authority of history. 

I need not say that science means a correct knowledge of the 
laws and operations of nature, or add that the laws of nature 
are immutable. I take it for granted, that animal substances, 
decomposed in water, would, in all ages, produce phospho- 
rctted hydrogen, and that this gas, on rising to the surface, 
would spontaneously ignite, anil |jroduee the iuaii fatuus, or 
Will-o'-the-wisp. I take it for granted, that water froze, 
boiled, and was converted into steam at the same degrees of 
heat in the days of Adam as in this day. I conclude that 
sugar, starch, oxalic acid were as certainly composed of the 
same proportions of oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon in the days 
of Noah as at the present time. These remarks are made to 
illustrate what is meant by the immutable laws of nature or 
of science, to which I shall appeal. For on the admission of 
these premises, which every scientific, reasoner must admit, ( 
conclude, that the same quantities and proportions of saccha- 
rine matter and yeast, and the same degrees of dilution and heal 
were needed for the vinous or acetous fermentation a thousand 
or four thousand years ago as are requisite now ; and that 
whether in the days of Christ, or Methuselah, the same grape 
juice that will now begin to ferment at 45 degrees of heat, 
would have fermented at 4J degrees then, and produced, alco- 
hol ; and that, then as well as now, 75 degrees of heat would 
originate the acetous fermentation, and produce vinegar. 
From these observations will lie understood what J intend hv 
drawing a portion of my arguments from the immutable laws 

q reference to the use I shall maVe ol\vis>\src , i,-o» ^kSs&jsc^ 
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observations are needed. The authors and quotations 
speak for themselves, and 1 think will show the inconsistence 
find absurdity of' making our drinking taste und customs the 
standard by which to judge of the tastes find practices of the 
ancients. Just as rational would it be to burn all history. «arj 
boldly avow that the costume of British ladies in 1S38 is the 
very identical mnde of dress adopted by Arab femalea in the 
days of Moses, or to declare that English roast beef and plum 
pudding, was the savoury meat which Isaac loved, and Esan 
prepared, as to nllirm, without the least appeal to history, that 
because we relish highly branched wines or strongly fermented 
liquors, therefore they were relished by the Romans, the 
Greeks, and the Jews, two thousand years ago. Let it then 
here he clearly understood, that the only dilferencc betweeu 
the sentiments of the present lecture mid those of its oppo- 
nents, hinges solely on the difference that exists between the 
authority that is due to prejudice, or facts. We will emjaj 
lour to adduce ancient history rem™ prejudice and modern 
custom, and leave it to the candid to conclude which ought 
to prevail. 

It is proper here to remark that the words intoxication, 
inebriety, and drunkenness are terms which need explanation, 
because they not only are words of dil'ereul signification, but 
also of a different meaning iti dill (.Tent ages. 

The word intoxicate or inttnictition comes from the Greek 
" toxicon," which means a poisoned arrow ; the term therefore 
very properly signifies that an intoxicated person is one who 
is injured by having drunk a poison. 

The term inebriety comes from ^he word " brio" "a large 
bowl or goblet,'' and therefore implies that the person who is 
guilty of the crime which n expresses has made a very free "use 
of the bowl, or has been fond of his cups. Of course the 
character of the drunkenness must depend upon the quality 
of the liquor used, and, therefore, an inebriated person may 
mean either one who is drenched with a harmless beverage, 
or one who is stupified with an intoxicating drink. 

The words drunk ami drunkmurss also originally signified 
being drenched with liquor. Drunk is the past participle of 
drink, and intimates that the person who is drunk has by inordi- 
nate drinking so inundated himself with drink as to he himself 
liule better than a mass of the liquor which he has been swal- 

Eiog. The word drunkard is only another form of the 
ds drunk heart, and means that the individual who merits 



tliu appellation lins a heart set on drinking, or besotted wit! 
drink ; or it may, as some suppose, mean " a hard drinker. 

These remarks may appear novel ami even strange to some, 
but I shall hereafter show that many of the aucient popular 
drinks were not intoxicating or stupifying, and that one of 
their pleasures in drinking was to lie able to imbibe large po- 
tations, and to keep at their caps whole days and nights in 
succession without any other i nco live nie nee than that of hav- 
ing their bodies overcharged with honor, and consequently a 
drunken man then, very trctjm-iitly meant one who had 
lowed a prodigious quantity of some lluid or other, but whi 
was, nevertheless, not intoxicated because the beverage taki 
was not poisonous or alcoholic. 

In confirmation of these remarks I may adduce the Hebi 
■word " shacar," which is the verb translated by our Ihiglish 
tend " dnatk." It ia known to all who have read the Hebrew 
Scriptures, that this term aiguilles, to give satisfaction, and 
therefore, is variously rendered by the terms, "hire, tragus, re- 
ward, presents, and gi/fs." Leah said, "God Imtli given me my 
wages, my compensation, or satisfaction," and she called him 
" Is-sachar." "The kings offSlieba and Seba -dnill bring gifts 
to Christ." The term rendered " gift" is this word " shacar," 
and means that the presents which they would offer would be 
most valuable and satisfying. Of course no tippler will say, 
that the kings of Sheba and tfeba should bring strongs rlriuks. 
Ezekiel says, that many leles brought horns of ivory and 
ebony to Tyre for presents. The word rendered "presents" 
ia " shacar," and intimates that these presents were 
suiisiS I nir . In Canticles the word is rendered "drink aln 
duatltj," and which of course does not mean "drink i/oitrsetj 
drunk" but drink to satiety or satisfaction. In this ease the 
liquor was wine and milk. In Haggai we read, 
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filled with drink is "shacar." Of course the test does not 
mean "yc drink, but are not drunk," for such a rendering 
would be at variance with the design of the words of the pro- 
phet. It is said of Joseph's brethren, that " Thev did eat and 
drink with him, and were merry with him." The word ren- 
dered " merry," is " shacar," and cannot mean that Joseph 
made bis brethren drunk, because we know that Joseph was 
too good n man to tempt liis friends to Buck a crime, and also 
that the wine drunk in Egypt at that time "*«& Via*; ^ras 
b2 
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mcnt juice of the grape, pressed at once from the fruit into 
cup. When, therefore, il is said " They were merry with him ," 
it means they were filled, or most delightfully cheered with 
his society. These facts and references dcinan.strate that among 
the Jews, to be drunk, frequently meant, rather to be filled or 
drenched with liquor than to be intoxicated, in the modem 
acceptation of the term. 

The term /uSva, metkno, rendered drunk in the New Tes- 
tament, has a similar signification. The president at the 
marriage in Cana says, that when "men have well drunk," 
inferior wine was usually produced. The term rendered 
"well drunk" is wet/tun. and which here cannot menu that the 
guests were already intoxicated, and that out Lord then pro- 
duced a very strong wine which woidd have made them dead 
drunk ; but that they had already drunk a considerable por- 
tion of a harmless beverage, and that the Saviour wrought a 
miracle to supply them with a little more of this innocent 
liquor. The Rev. T. Binney once publicly boasted at a 
Tract meeting, that he was no Teetotaler, but even Mr. Bin- 
ney in his work " On Dissent not Schism," tells us that 
" methuo" does not always refer to drunkenness, hut literally 
signifies "to be full or filled." 1 adduce this as the testi- 
mony of an enemy, and therefore valuable on that account. In- 
deed on this point 1 might iidditce I lie evidence of almost every 
lexicographer and critic to shew that both the Hebrew and 
Greek terms which are rendered by tile English word " drunk," 
mean rather to he filled, satisfied, <alicted, cloyed or drenched 
with liquor, than to be intoxicated with a beverage resembling 
our modern alcoholic poisons. 

Before alcohol was discovered, run- old English drinks must 
have been very weak, and therefore it would require a very large 
portion to make any one intoxicated ; no doubt many of them 
were perfectly harmless, for numbers were boiled and highly 
spiced, and had all the spirit, if they contained any, boiled oat 
of them, persons consequently might drink for days without 
being intoxicated, and hence to be drunk at that time often 
meant to be drenched with liquor. 

All our modern popular fermented drinks are alcoholic, and 
therefore a drunken man in our day is an intoxicated man ; 
hut we must not conclude from this circumstance that a 
drunken man in H3H is just the same kind of being as a 
drunkard of the tenth century, or a tippler in the dayB of 
Isaiah. In our time, a man who is drunk is one whose reason is 
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destroyed by the stupefaction of alcohol ; but in ancient dn; 
a drunken man, in moat cases, was a being filled with 
beverage destitute of alcohol, and, therefore, though his body 
-was drenched with liquor, his reason was little affected. 

I shall here also remark, that there arc various substances 
besides alcohol, that arc sitipifyiiii; and stimulating. Opium 
and laudanum, which is a preparation of opium, are both 
stimulating and stupefactive. Opium is allowed by all to ex- 
cite sensual appetites, and at the same time to stupify the 
intellect. I shall have occasion hereafter to show that this 
drug was most, probably employed by 11am and the daughters 
of Lot to accomplish their purposes. 

"Wild hemp and flax seed are very stupifying, and are used 
for this purpose in many countries. Indeed it is well known 
that many modern manufacturers of beer, use Has seed for the 
purpose of rendering their drinks more powerfully stupefactive. 
Most persons have read of the effects of the root kava on 
the inhabitants of the South Sea Islands, and of the filthy 
manner in which a beverage from this drug is prepared. The 
root is well chewed by the servants or slaves, and then spit 
into a bowl, some water is poured upon these chewed substances, 
this becomes intoxicating, and is then drunk by these savage 
tipplers. 

The yellow flower of Rhododendron is said to be highly 
toxica ting, iind i<) some countries is used for this purpose. 
The seeds of the thoru apple also are capable of produi 
a powerfully inebriating liquor. 

Almost every one has felt the effects produced by the Sweat 
of tobacco, and some have become intoxicated from the stimu- 
lating power of snuff, which is only tobacco in another form. 

Many persons are rendered giddy and nervous, and some 
almost mad from tea, especially strong green tea. Nux vo- 
mica, cocculus indicus, and various other substances are highly 
intoxicating. 

1 have brought forward these facts to show that there 
other inebriating substances besides alcohol, and beg attentiln 
to this fact, because I shall have occasion to refer to it aj 
when speaking of the wines of the ancients ; for while 1 t 
show that few of their wines were fermented or alcoholic, _ 
I shall prove that drugs were occasionally used for the sake 
their stimulating or sinpefuchve qualities. • 

MoBt of our modern intoxicating drinks are such, in c 
quence of the alcohol they contain ; hut in this Qartieule' 
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wen widely differ from the wines ot the ancients, especially 
such hot countries (is Palestine ; and I shall lay considerable 
stress upon this fact, because supposing the Scriptures recom- 
mend wine as a beverage, yet they only recommend such wines 
as were used nt 1:1k- peri ml when the sacred penmen wrote. 
Supposing they commend an un fermented wine, it cannot 
thence he concluded that they also commend that which is 
fermented. Supposing they commend a drugged wine, still 
it would not follow that they commend those which con- 
tain an alcoholic poison ; and supposing thev extolled a wine 
with one or even four per cent, of spirit, it would be rash 
to conclude that, therefore, they exhort us to drink port 
and sherry brandied up to twenty or twenty-four per cent. 
of poison. Every reasonable person will admit that a differ- 
ence in the beverage is quite sufficient to neutralize the 
injunction to drink it, supposing such to exist. If wine is 
commended in Scripture, still we must remember that it is 
pot my vine and nety wine, but the wine mentioned in 
Scripture that is commended. The term wine is one of the 
most vague and uncertain terms that any language can pro- 
duce. In English without an adjective, aye, and more than 
that, without a test, it conveys no definite idea whatever. 
The adjuncts Port, Sherry, Madeira, or Tent can never inform 
us what kind of trash we are drinking. Until we have taken 
it to the chemist, or employed a tesl ourselves, we have no 
means of ascertaining whether these vaunted beverages are the 
produce of the vine, or a mere mixture of copperas, logwood- 
chips, arsenic, and other ingredients. And will any one say 
that because the word of God speaks favourably of the fruit 
of the vine, therefore it commends every mixture, however poi- 

»sonotte, which the caprice or cupidity of man may covet or pro- 
duce? Where, we may justly ask, lias reason lied, when such 
sentiments are palmed upon the public in the name of argu- 
ments? If you say the Bible recommends wine, surely I have 
a right to ask, what wine? and, until you have answered this 
question, the commendation of Scripture is so indefinite thtt 
it is impossible to be obeyed. In drinking braudied port 
and sherry, I am not drinking the wine of Scripture. In 
drinking the trash called wine, which has been manufactured 
nt Madeira, I am not drinking the wine of Scripture. I* 
drinking the stuff, which the cupidity of the wine-merchant 
has doctored, 1 am not drinking the wines of Scripture. In 
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"other climate of a lower temperature than Palestine, I a 
drinking the wine of Scripture. In drinking the fermented 
liquors or distilled poisons of the moderns, I am not drinking 
the wines of Scripture. Until you can bring me the iden- 
tical wines mentioned in the word of God, 'tis worse than irra- 
tional to plead the militarily of revelation to induce men to 
poison their health and morals by those modern adulterations* 
called wine. You might as well say, that because incense was 
burnt on the altar of God, therefore we ought to fumigate our 
houses with tobacco, or because the balm of Gilead is com- 
mended, therefore we ought all to drink green tea, or chew 
opium ! as to argue that because our Lord drank of the fruit 
of the vine, therefore we ought to drink every extract of the 
still, and every kind of poisonous trash which modern avarice 
may chose to compound, and call wine ! ! 

I think these observations prove that the subject befor 
us is far from being unimportant, for if we succeed in showin 
the character of the wines of the ancients, then we shall b 
able to compare them with our modem beverages, and thus 
be able, from history and science, to decide how far our tastes 
and theirs corresponded, and to discover whether or not the 
principles of total abstinence are sustained by any other argu- 
ment than that of expediency. 

Indeed, the sentiments which I am now advancing, but fi 
prejudice, or the want of reflection, would have suggested then 
selves to every thinking mind. Philosophy has discovered 
that alcohol is a poison, and physiology has demonstrated that 
as a poison it must be injurious to the human body. No 
human being with alcohol in bis frame can be in a state of 
health. The medical man who denies this fact is a mere 
quack, who has never learned his profession, and ought to 
lose hia certificate and be articled afresh. We are now arriv- 
ing at a period when the people will understand their Bibles 
too well to commit their soids to the guidance of ignorant 
parsons ; when tbey will understand the law too well to put 
up with pcttyfoggitig lawyers; and when they will he too 
well versed in dietetics aud physiology to entrust their health 
to selfish physicians, whose conversation and prescriptions 
prove that tbey are ignorant of the first .principles of their 
profession. Education aud science will make every man a 
judge of his lawyer, his parson, and of his doctor, anJ thus b 
an effectual remedy in future against that certificated n 
chartered ignorance which has wiuvtoul-j ->km,\r&. ■* 
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roperty, poisoned so many bodies, and ruined such mu] 
;udes of immortal souls. 
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Alcohol then is b poison. Every book on medicine, 
poisons, or on the nature and qualities of substances, will 
attest this fact. And, need I add, tliat the multiplicity of 
doctors, drills, and disease'', the latter increasing rather thsnl 
decreasing, notwithstanding the vast and almost astounding 

I number of those who are licensed to preserve the natioail 
health, awfully demonstrate that aleuhol is a poison. Now 
what is a poison, but that wliich, if taken into the hody, 
wages war with health and life. And this is the very thing thai 
alcohol is every moment doing through the length and breath 
of the laud. Our prisons are thronged by those whom this 
accursed spirit has demoralized. Our workhouses swarm with 
those whose prospects in this world have been blasted for 
ever by this fiery scourge. Our hospitals teem and groan 
with those whose health it has ruined for ever, and the grave, 
during every minute of the hours allotted to interment, gapes 
wide to receive the bodies of those intemperate, or self- 
styled, viudi-nilc drinkers, whom alcohol, in the form of beer, 
wine, or distilled liquor, has slain. The hen- flying serpent 
of Muses whs a benignant seraph compared v. itli this burning 
venomous viper, which men, calling themselves Christiana, are 
every day, aye, and some every hour, batching in the still or 
mash-tub. But I need not produce arguments on this topic. 
There never was a truth more evident to the eyes of all who 
will open their eyes, than this fact, that alcohol is a, poisun. 
To occupy time on this subject would be as idle as on a clear 
summer's noon to attempt to prove that the sun ia 
shilling. Taking our stand then by this great truth, that 
alcohol, or the spirit, of modern beer, wine, aud other intoxi- 
cating drinks, is a poison., we would ask, where is the man, 
who, after ascertaining this fact, will have audacity enough 
to assert, that a God of love has ever recommended any bever- 
age in wliich it existed? The liible affirms that, " God'i 
tender mercies are over ull his creatures :" and there is not 
an animated being, from the smallest animacule to the mighty 
elephant or whale, from the polypus to an archangel, whose 
whole formation, mode of existence, and preservation doca not 
t'ullv illustrate the truth of these inspired words. And will 
anv one then be impious enough to aver, that while the pater- 
nal eye of providence never sleeps, and never looses sight, no 
not for a moment, of any living inhabitant of this lower world, 
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that while the same watchful tenderness incessantly laboi 
to supply the means of life, to its count less myriads of depend- 
ent offspring, and hns furnished fur the preservation of nil, 
such numerous safety valves, and multitudinous means of 
attack, of defence, and individual security from harm ; will any 
one, I say, with these facts before his eyes, be bold or blas- 
phemous enough to declare that this same benevolent parent 
has ever recommended in human beings :i beverage that, poisons 
both the body and the immortal spirit 'J On mankind Jehovah 
has bestowed especial tokens of favour. Nothing is more 
evident, than that man is the favourite of the universe. 
Creation, providence, and redemption fully demonstrate the 
truth of this assertion. And nut only is his immortal spirit 
an object of deep solicitude to the heart of divine love, but 
his frail body is regarded with almost ecpial affection, for eufii 
that the resurrection will stamp with immortality. Human 
life is dear to the Deity. The profusions of providence, the 
guardian hand of omnipotence, the commands of Moses and 
of Christ, and, in a word, a large proportion of the doctrines, 
duties, and threatenings of revelation, are pledged to minister 
to human life ; and dare any human being, who puts in the 
least claim to scientific knowledge or Christian feeling, assert, 
that God has ever recommended a drink which is destructive 
to human life ? Either alcohol is not a poison, or else God 
has never recommended it. That it is a poison, science, 
history, and daily olisci-eaiiiiii most fully attest ; and therefore 
no alternative is left to any devout philosopher or Christian, 
but to conclude, that God hn- neither produced it by his 
providence, nor commended in his holy word any beverage in 
which it exists. Hence, from what logicians call (/ priuri 
arguments, it could be proved, that our merciful Creator and 
Redeemer has nowhere in the sacred volume mentioned with 
approbation any wine or other liquor in which this deleterious 
poison was found. 

I am not going to rest my conclusions on arguments such 
as these: I here adduce them to show that ;i very little reflec- 
tion, and reverence for the character of our benevolent Creator, 
would have restrained our opponents from I hose reckless asser- 
tions, which reflect so deeply upon the consistency and bene- 
volence of the Deity. Here, perhaps, as in every other pursuit, 
reverence for God is one of the surest handmaids to truth, 
lie who, in the investigation of any subject, tivat wAs. &»-wv 
and consults his own appetites, is aVuio4\. cfrtsaa ^» wet,"*™ 
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3 considers the homage that is due to his Creator 
to be influenced with that modesty which is one of ti 
ighest ornaments of a disciple of truth. "The fear of the 
Lord is the bi'giiining of wisdom." 

L may here Ij*. 1 told that jims-Lins lire good as medicines, and 
that io this cluuucU t iilcuholic drinks may he prescribed amJ 
used. To this it may be replied, that poisons are never given 
to produce health, but always to produce disease. Yen, strange 
as it may appear, the physician who gives you a poison in 
medicine, when you are diseased, gives it not to make you 

I well, but actually and truly to make you ill. The case is this: 
there is a disease already in one part of your body, and your 
medical attendant hopes, that by producing a new disease in 
some other part of your frame, he may perhaps succeed in 
withdrawing the distemper from the spot in which at present 
it is lodged ; aud therefore he administers to you a poison for 
the sole purpose of making you ill. The mau must be the 
merest quack that ever rolled up a pill, who supposes thai 
poisons can dirvrthj promote health. I make these remarks 
to justify an expression already advanced, "that no human 
being with alcohol in his body can be in a stale of health," 
and hence not only the folly but I lie " ickedness of taking this 
poison as a daily beverage, and the little less than blas- 
phemy of the man who dares assert that, a God of love, -who 
commands us "to do ourselves no harm," has ever ; 
lended us to use so deleterious a drink. 

But I have another a priori argument; and I may here 
ibserve, that a priur'i arguments were those alone which first 
mpressed my own mind, and led to the discoveries of the 
' itorieal and scientific facts contained in these pages. In 
Jition, then, to the self-evident fact, that a God of love 
t recommend his children to drink poisons, it appeared 
i equally clear, that the wines of the ancients must of 
necessity have been very different from modern port, sherry, 
champagne, or any other of these beverages ; for it is allowed 
on all hands that distillation is a comparatively modern dis- 
covery: until the ninth century of the Christian era it was 
Unknown, and therefore, until that period, alcohol or pure 
distilled spirit was not in existence. It should also be ob- 
served, that until the sixteenth century ardent spirit was not 
i use. Now it is notorious, that all modern port and 

I";ri wiliea are mixed with from ttoetoe to sixteen, peT cemt. 
■■'I't-fAo/ ; but as iu the times of CWust, TAwM, ot VovCnss* 
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was 110 alcohol with which to increase the strength of their 
wines, it must follow, as clearly as any mathematical conclu- 
sion, that the nines of Palestine, in ancient times, very umeh 
differed from those of England, in oar day. I will presently 
show, that the wines of the east, if allowed to ferment, could 
not have had in them more than four per cent, of alcohol, 
while modern port and sherry are often hrandied up to hri'iiiy- 
ttoa or tweuly-xix per cent. What a novice, then, in science, 
history, and logic, that man must be, who argues, that wines 
two thousand years ago i'\aetly corresponded with those of 
our own time. He must helieve that wines were hrandied 
before any brandy was in existence ! We shall not be sur- 
prised if such ;i reasoner should assort, that ISt. Paul travelled 
around Illyrieum on a railroad, and that our Lord used to cross 
the Lake of Tiberias in a steam-vessel. He may tell us that 
wine is wine, and therefore that all wine is alike, but such an 
assertion and argument would betray his jndgim-m and intelli- 
gence ; because, on the same reasoning, we might say, that 
a coat is a coat, and a bottle is a bottle, and therefore that 
the coat without seam worn by our Lord, was exactly the 
same in cut and form with that worn this day by any first- 
water Bond-street dandy ; and that the leathern bottles of 
Palestine were made of i/lasx, and, both in material and form, 
were the very counterparts of the port-wine bottles of England. 
The moderation man who uses this species of argument proves, 
that the inspirations of his wine have by no means clarified 
his reasoning faculties, and that, idthongh teetotalers may be 
simpletons, yet their tippling opponents are not one whit 
before them in the perspicuity of (heir perceptions. 

We are not a little mo&nasd in our sentiments by the fact, 
that our opponents make modem taste the criterion by which 
to judge of the popular beverages of antiquity. History is set 
at nought, science is njcclvd, all inquiry into the character of 
the grapes of Palestine, the heat of the country, and the laws of 
fermentation, is set aside, or actually laughed at as puerile, and 
our sturdy opponent goes and consults his tongue, his throat, 
and his stomach, and makes the vitiated taste, or unnatural 
sensations of these, decide the question, lie inquires of his 
palate, if it loves the taste of alcohol ; it responds in the 
affirmative; then, soys he, Greece, liunie, and Palestine must 
have approved of it too ! He asks his slomwh, A' \V \«^wmA, 
hjiiI his brain, if it is stimulated \>\ ti\.co\\oV, a.\\i. !».«&. xtsgsrjsMfe. 
that it jm even so as he has said, l\\e.« eu&DSDa «K» WMflWte 



"Verily the atomwhs of Grs cians, Romans, and Jews 
heated, and their brains stimulated by alcoholic drii " 
well as mine !" Aye, were heated and maddened by bi 
wines before such n thing as brandy li.nl an existence ! Nor, 
it affords us no small derive of confidence in the correctness 
of our principles, that, while we arc willing In submit our 
opinions to the test of science and history, and to abide by 
their decisions, our adversaries set each of these oracles aside, 
and go directly to their appetites aud tastes, and make them 
their umpires. 

Let ub suppose that the question nt issue was one that 
respected religion, rather than ancient wines, and (hat tlif 
subject of dispute was, whether the taste of ancient Greece 
and Rome in religion was identical with that of modern Eng- 
land. On flitch a subject most persons would agree that 
history ought to be consulted. What, then, would be our 
surprise, if two or three thousand persons stood up and 
avowed, that Homer, Aristotle, 1'iatu, and Epicurus, were all 
perfect Christians; and, if pressed for a reason, should ad- 
vance the following — "We hive Christianity ourselves, and 
therefore conclude that Homer, and all the heroes, philoso- 
phers, and common people of ancient Greece and Rome loved 
Christianity too !" The men who argued thus would he con- 
sidered altogether unfit to carry on a controversy with rational 
beings. Yet this is the very sort of argumentation employed 
by those who assert that ancient wines were identical in 
quality and strength with those of our own day. 1 need not 
say, that, according to this process of reasoning, a Frenchman 
might prove that all nations an- devotedly fond of frogs, and 
a cannibal, that all people upon the face of the earth have 
a relish for human flesh. The Esquimaux and other inhabit- 
ants of the north are said to have as great zest for oil as 
Englishmen have for wine ; so that, if they could get it, they 
would swallow castor oil, sweet oil, train oil, or lamp oil, by 
the gallon. Now, why should not these greasy people con- 
clude that Englishmen, that. Romans, that Lot, Noah, and the 
Sou of God himself, used to drink oil in abundance. And 
they might make out quite a.< good a ease as the anli-teetotalersi 
for certainly the Bible speaks as highly of the olive as it does 
of the vine, and dwells as much on the praises of oil as on the 
juice of the grape. 

/faring opponents, then, whose otmAe- i* ftww wsvi \.as,\*, 
we ore not much afraid of bring VKonpaafeaA, ■"*"* 
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moderation neighbours should continue to assail us with such 
weapons as they have hitherto used. Truth is our bulwark, 
science our shield, and sound reason supplies our arms of 
defence, and thus protected, we can smile at their attacks. 
Did anti-teetotalers bring against us the stubln.n] facts of his- 
tory, did they arm themselves with the immutable troths of 
science, and did they use a little logical skill in the array 
of their forces, we should have cause to fear, but to this day 
not one of our assailants has employed any legitimate imple- 
ment of warfare. I have discussed urtoiahsm. and especially 
the question of scriptural wines, in diUerenl parts of the coun- 
try, and in a great main families, and the most utter ignorance 
of history and science on this subject has been generally 
exhibited; and almost every discussion has ended with llie 
very cogent argument, " Sir, T like it." How true is the 
language of the Temperance Hymn Book, and how often have 
I been reminded of it 






Though griians and blouil, and death and hell, all cry. " Forsake 

the cap," 
I know 'twere hast, but then — but then, I love a little sup. 

There is yet one more a priori argument which has always 
appeared to me of great force. The Bible in some cases seems 
to speak favourably of wine, but in others adverts to it with 
the greatest abhorrence. Now, if there was but one kind nf 
■wine of old, such language cannot be vindicated from the 
charge of the greatest inconsistency. What can be more 
unworthy of the Spirit of God than to recommend and con- 
demn the same kind of beverage! E\ev^ ^.i-asa, *\sx<&«sbc., 
who btu the least reverence ten \rv\\\i wA-yacrfffifc^-ttwak b»-l\- 
vlude. beforehand that such conAue*. w'\n.\^oft«SAfe-, , ss^« SE *^' 
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quently, that either God has invariably condemned or invariably 
recommended wine, or else that there were two kinds of wine, 
the one harmless, and the other baneful. The correctness 
of the latter sentiment will be amply proved in the following 
pages ; and therefore the Holy Scriptures will be fully defended 
from the charge of inconsistency, and of recommending man- 
kind to use a most pernicious poison. If a fountain cannot 
send forth at the same time sweet water and bitter, we may 
rest assured, even without the aid of science and history, that 
the blessing and curse which the word of God is said to pro- 
nounce upon wine, are self evident proofs that the drink thus 
approved and reprobated cannot be the same, and consequently 
there must have been two kinds of wine, the one harmless, 
and the other destructive. 
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CHAPTER II. 



FERMENTATION.— I. PANARY.— II. SACCHARINE.— III. VINOUS.— IV. ACETOUS.— 

V. PUTREFACTIVE. 



But I will now advert to those arguments and facts by which 
alone we can decide respecting the character of ancient wines. 
And here it is necessary that we should especially examine the 
laws of fermentation. 

Chemists have said that there are five kinds of fermenta- 
tion — the panary, the saccharine, the vinous, the acetous, and 
the putrefactive. 

I. The panary is that employed in making bread. Concern- 
ing this species of fermentation scientific men have differed ; 
some asserting that it is the same as the vinous, and others 
affirming that it is different. But on this subject I need not 
take up your time ; for supposing that the leavening of bread 
produced alcohol, yet every one, who knows any thing about 
the subject, must know, that all the spirit would be evolved 
during the time of baking. At a temperature several degrees 
below boiling heat, alcohol will escape, and therefore if bread, 
when it was put into the oven, contained spirits of wine, yet all 
would be gone long before the loaf is sufficiently baked. At 
the heat of 170 alcohol will escape, while ovens are heated up 
to 480 degrees.* It is granted that spirit has been found in 
ovens, and not long since some speculators hoped to enrich 
themselves by constructing an apparatus which would bake 
the bread and save the gin. But the scheme, after upwards 
of twenty thousand pounds had been spent upon it, failed, and 
left the speculators minus their money. Still, had the plan 
succeeded, the fact that the spirit was in the oven would have 
shown that it was no longer in the bread. We are no advo- 
cates for the use of brandy in pies or puddings, but it may be 
here observed, that, whatever quantity may have been put into 

* This heat is sufficient to decompose alcohol and convert it into 
acetic acid. 
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mince pies or plumb-puddings, yet the process of baking or 
boiling in quite sufficient to extract every particle. It may be 
objected, that, as the taste of the brandy remains, therefore 
the spirit must lit- then' also. But we all know, that in burnt 
brandy the flavour will remain, although all the spirit has 
been consumed in the process of burning. So in puddings 
and pies, the flavour may remain after the spirit has evapo- 

Nothing, then, can be more incorrect than to say that there 
is spirit of wine, or alcohol, in bread ; for whatever quantity 
may have been in the dough must be entirely expelled by the 
heat of the oven. Besides, if alcohol is in bread, bow i 
that we never hear of people getting drunk by eating 
There are some thousands in our country who eat nothing bnt 
bread from Sunday morning to Saturday night, and yet the 
bread never makes any of them intoxicated. It is. an old say- 
■ ing, that " the proof of the pudding is in the eating ;" but it 
seems here that, although the intoxicating pudding is con- 
stantly eaten, yet the recipient never furnishes any proof of 
its intoxicating qualities. 

Oh, but, Bay some, who are more wise than the rest, " there 
is alcohol in every thing, and therefore of cunrse there must 
be alcohol in bread." How I have heard folks laugh at this 
supposed poser fur teetotalers ; and doubtless it is a great 
comfort for people in lie able to laugh at their own ignorance, 
hut then it is as well to let them know, that themselves, and 
not their opponents, are the persons who arc placed in a 
ridiculous position. "Alcohol in every thing!" By this 
they mean that the elements of alcohol are in every thing. 
I need not say that this is an exaggeration, because there are 
not all the elements of alcohol in water, for water is composed 
of oxygen and hydrogen, while ardent spirit consists of carbon, 
oxygen, and hydrogen. I might mention also a number of 
other substances whose component [.mil* are deficient of some 
of the elements essential to form alcohol. Bnt the hyperbole 
here may be passed over, as the least glaring part of this fal- 
lacious reasoning. Nothing could be more unscientific than 
to assert, that, because bread, potatoes, &c. are composed 
of the same elements as spirits of wine, therefore spirits 
of wine exist in bread. This reasoning would lead to every 
species of absurdity : it intimates that, as you have all the 
elements of alcohol in every vegetable substance, therefore 
have alcohol in each of these substances; consequently, 
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you have alcohol in timber, alcohol in cotton, alcohol in flax 
and linen, alcohol in cords and cables, and alcohol in old 
1 rags ! So that, in fact, if you want to get drunk, it will only 
: he to devour a quantity of sawdust, or swallow a lot of old 
i ropes or old rags, aud you may get as drunk as a fiddler, 
i But then this is not all : our opponents forget that, if there ' 
i gin in hread, why then there is bread in gin; and, eons 
quently, a pennyworth of gin is as nutritious as a pennyworth 
of bread. And if there is gin in oak, why then there must be 
oak in gin. If there is spirit in cotton, why then you have 
cotton in spirit. Aud, by the same reasoning, if, because you 
have all the elements of timber in bread, therefore you have 
in every morsel of bread you eat all kinds of wood ; so that, 
in fact, the baker, instead of Bending you home bread to eat, 
Bends you home oak, ash, elm, mahogany, or rather all these 
thingB together ; and when you imagine that you have a pi 
of wheaten bread in your mouth, it is ten to one but you 
chewing an oak stick or piece of rosewood. 

Again, science has proved that oxalic acid, and all vegetable 
substances, are composed of the same elements, and therefore 
that oxalic acid and gin, oxalic acid and sugar, oxalic acid and 
grain, oxalic aeid and timber, are the same ; so that, if you 
want to poison yourself with oxalic acid, you have only to 
take a lump of sugar, or eat a piece of good wheaten hread, 
and you will soon be no more ! 

Now, all this reasoning may appear to every one as the very 
extreme of folly | and so it is, — but then it is not our folly, 
it is the folly of our very scientific opponents. And wl 
a proof it affords of the truth of the old verse of the poet— 
" A little learning U a dangerous thing." 
Our opponents have learned that all vegetable suhstonces 
consist of the same elements, but then they have run away 
with only half their lesson, and consequently their learning 
makes them publish absurdities. They ought to have made 
themselves acquainted with the fact, that although all vege- 
table substances consist of oxygen, carbon, and hydrogen, yet 
the quality of the substance depends upon the proportions of 
these elements which exist in each body ; and a very Uttle 
observation would have shown tliem, that the least increase 
or decrease in the quantity of cither the oxygen, hydrogen, or 
carbon, makes a most astonishing difference in the quality 
of any substance. For example ■. 
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Farina, which is the chief nutrient property of all gra 
consists of 

Carbon 43.51 

Oxygen 49.57 

Hydrogen 6.92 

100 
Thus compounded, these three elements constitute a m 
nutritious substance. 

Sugar consists of 

Carbon 42.47 

Hydrogen 7.19 

Oxygen 50.34 

100 
Sugar is very different from grain, and yet the compon 
parts are the same, and the ratio of ingredients does 
greatly vary. 

Olive oil consists of 

Carbon 77.21 

Oxygen 9.43 

Hydrogen 13.36 

100 
What a difference between oil and flour or sugar, yet 
elements are the same. 

Oxalic acid consists of 

Oxygen 64 

Carbon 32 

Hydrogen 4 

100 
Here we have the same elements as in bread, and yet ox; 
acid is a poison. 

Alcohol consists of 

Hydrogen 13.70 

Carbon 51.98 

Oxygen 34.32 

100 

Yet alcohol is different from oxalic acid, bread, sugar, 
oil, still the elements are the same. 



ANCIENT WINES. 21 



Vinegar, when pure, consists of 



Carbon 46.83 

Oxygen 46.82 

Hydrogen 6.35 



100 

What a difference .there is between vinegar and alcohol, 
bread, or oxalic acid, yet the component parts are the same. 

I have given these analyses to illustrate what I have before 
stated, that the qualities of bodies arise not so much from the 
elements of which they are formed, as from the proportions 
of those elements. And you must perceive, that, on the 
reasoning of our opponents, you would have gin in vinegar, 
and vinegar in gin, — spirits of wine in olive oil, and olive oil 
in spirits of wine ; so that, in fact, if you wanted to get drunk, 
and gin should be wanting, you have only to drink, like the 
Esquimaux, a quantity of oil, and you will accomplish your 
desire. 

I have, perhaps, dwelt too long upon this topic, but when 
one is continually hearing that there is gin in bread, because 
you have the elements of gin in bread, and when it is further 
considered, that this absurd argument is deluding thousands 
to take that accursed poison, alcohol, it seemed important, 
when speaking of panary fermentation, that we should show 
the absurdity of the sentiment, that there is alcohol in bread. 

II. Of the saccharine fermentation I need only say, that it 
is a term employed to express the production of sugar ; but 
as it has nothing to do with the present lecture, I shall not 
enlarge upon it. Potatoes become sweet by frost, the bruised 
part of an apple almost immediately becomes sweet, although 
the sound part of the fruit may remain acid; and barley 
becomes sweet by malting : in each of these cases, and others 
which might be mentioned, it is supposed by some that the 
saccharine fermentation takes place. 

The vinous and acetous fermentation we must particularly 
explain, as many of my arguments respecting ancient wines 
will rest upon the facts which science has stated respecting 
these operations. 

III. The vinous fermentation then is that which is em- 
ployed in the manufacture of beer, cider, home or forcv*^ 
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wine, or any kinil of ardent Bpirit, the product of thi* 
mentation, is alcohol, spirits of wine, or what ia geoei 
called the strength or goodness of our intoxicating drii 
To its existence tin- following things arc necessary : 

1. There must lie saccharine matter or sugar. Hence" 
malt harley that you may change it into sugar, and eoi 
quently have something to ferment. You also add sugai 
our English fruits in the manufacture of British wine. 
apples the sugar exists in a natural state; anrl in fort 
grapes, especially in very hoi countries, it abounds, and e 
snpi-niliounds. 

2. To the production of spirit there must be water, 
hence, in making beer, you pour water upon the malt ; b(i 
apples, pears, and grapes the water exists naturally, I 
therefore, there is uo need of any addition. The water ge 
to be of especial service in dissolving the sugar, and thus ; 
paring it for llie operation of the yeast, barm, or leaveu. 

3. Yeast, barm, leaven, or gluten, an- names applied to 
active principle of tVniieiit.nl.ioii, and this is absolutely es 
tial to the process. To the production of alcohol it ia requi 
that the sugar should be decomposed, and to accomplish 1 
an active agent is necessary, and. that agent is yeast or ght 
Hence you may dissolve sugar in water, hut if there is 
yeast it will not undergo the vinous fermentation. 1 
while it appears that the yeast will not act upon the si 
unless the sugar is dissolved in water, so, although the si 
has been dissolved, yet the component parts or element 
the sugar will not separate without yeast. In malt vou 1 
not yeast enough naturally to produce a speedy and powe 
fermentation, and therefore some is generally added ; bu 1 
apples, grapes, and other fruits gluten is found in a nat 
state, and consequently there is no need of making any a 
tion in manufacture of cider or wine. 

4. It is necessary that the sugar, water, and yeast, should e 
hi certain proportions. There may he too much sugar, and t 
the whole mass will not. he fermented ; this is mifavmiiald 
the strength of the wine, and consequently to its being kept 
any length of time. If there is also a detieiency or rcdu 
nncy of water, the liquor will be either too liquid or too tli 
which will be equal to a deficiency or redundancy of suj 
either of which i.s prejudicial to vinous fermentation. Fo: 
alcohol is produced from the elements of decomposed suj 
if you have a quantity of undissolved sugar you cannot hai 
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strong wine ; and if you have but a small quantity of sugar, 
why then, you cnnaot have a largo quantity of spirit. In pro- 
ducing alcohol iHiirly l(fti/ per eent. of the sugar is lost in the 
formation of carbonic aeitl ; ami hence, if there is a great deal 
of water aud hut little sugar, there cannot be much spirit. 
This is the reason why small beer is so weak and so soon turns 
sour. In it you have plenty of water, but very little sugar, 
and, ferment it however you may, you will get nothing beti 
than swipes. 

Should there be also too much or too little yeast, the fe 
mentation will be imperfect. Every one knows how careful a 

good brewer is, that, his I r .should not wink either too slowly 

or too fast. Now it should be remembered that nearly in 
every particular the fermentation of beer and the fermentation 
of wine are regulated by the same laws. What will accele- 
rate or impede the one will be equally injurious! to the other. 
This arises from a fact which I have already mentioned, 
that the laws of fermentation are the same in all ages and 
countries. 

5. Another most important agent in fermentation is heat ; 
from this indeed it derives its name, for the word fermenta- 
tion is from "/erven, to be hot, orto boil." And here it must 
be observed, that not any degree of heat will do ; hut the 
temperature ought not to be below 50 nor above 70 or 75. 
If below 50 or 45 fermentation will not go on, and conse- 
quently little or no spirit will be produced ; and if above /( 
or 75 the. vinous will ran into the acetous fermentation, 
produce vinegar rather than wine. 

6. It has been stated, on the authority of Chaptal, an 
nent French agriculturist, chemist, and' wine manufacturer, 
that the oxygen of the atmosphere is essential to the fermen- 
tation of grape juice, and, therefore, if the must, as soon as it 
is pressed from the fruit, were put into bottles and imme- 
diately corked up so as to exclude the air, fermentation would 
not proceed. 

Now it is of the utmost importance to keep these principles 
of fermentation in mind, because they will qualify na to come 
to as certain conclusions concerning the wines of Palestine, as 
we should be able to do were it possible for us to antidate our 
lives two or four thousand years, and actually inspect the pro- 
cess as carried on in those days. We arrive at this knowlet" 
from the great truth, that the laws of science, or, in of 
words, the laws of nature, are, in similar ihvuui'iiuiii- 
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same in all ages and nations. From the inspection of t 
human body in IH-ltlwe may conclude 1 what natural I; 
latod the life of Adam, several thousand years ago ; the law* 
of digestion and circulation were, in similar circumstances, thf 
same then as now ; and, on the same principle of reasoning 
a philosophical investigation of a fermenting; vat at the present 
time, will give us as correct an idea respecting the « ines m 
Noah or Lot as we coutd have were it possible for i 
hack and examine the gropes and wines of centuries gone bf 
a thousand years ago. 

If the countries were warm then the gropes were very sweet; 
but Palestine was very warm, and, therefore her grapes wen 
lusciously sweet. 

If the grapes were very sweet then they had in them a 
excess of sugar ; but if there was an excess of sugar, tliti 
there was an imperfect fermentation, and consequently a w 
wine which would not keep, but if allowed to ferment i 
became sour. But this was the character of the ;. 
Palestine, and, therefore, if the juice of the grape of Canon 
had been allowed to ferment it would have produced a weli 
wine, and one which would almost immediately have run ii 
the acetous fermentation and have become sour. Hence i 
became an object of great importance with them to promt* 
their wines from fermenting at all, except when they wish.'.! 
to obtain vinegar. Devonshire, as a southern county, if 
wanner than Hereford shire ; the apples of Devon, tlioreforr, 
are sweeter than those of Herefordshire, consequently tat 
cider of Devonshire is sweeter than that of Herefordshire, and 
hence k is a well known fact that the cider of Devonshire, uiuV* 
it is doctored, will not keep so long as that of to 
counties. It very soon becomes sour 
crease of temperature I have kne 
Devonshire cider become as acid as v 
course of a very few days. 

Again, a very warm temperature is too hot for the 
fermentation ; but Palestine was very warm, ami, i 
unfavourable to the production of alcoholic wines. Our brew- 
ers will not brew in the middle of summer if they intend i!-. 
beer to arrive at a great age. The heat would" turn t 
sour, and so the wine manufacturers of Palestine knew, thit 
if they allowed the juice of their grapes to ferment it would 
become vinegar, and, therefore, with them, it bus an object 
of great solicitude to prevent any kind of ferment at ion. 
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Some persons seem to doubt whether it is possibli 
prevent the vinous fermentation ; but our opponents by this 
remark show, that they have never studied the subject on 
which too many of them give at once a must dogmatical opi- 
nion. For from a very little reflection tile following ways of 
preventing grape juice from fermenting would have been evi- 

1. If at a temperature below <15 vinous fermentation will 
not proceed, then if any means could be used to keep the 
wine cool it would not ferment, but keeping it in cold 
water had tins effect ; and hence Pliny and Columella tell us 
that this plan was adopted by the Romans in their day. I 
might here add, that the new skin bottles of Palestine were 
bad conductors of heat. The best things for packing ice, and 
preventing it from melting, are hair or wool ; and, therefore, 
a new skin hottle was one of the best vessels for keeping their 

2. If the oxygen of the atmosphere is necessary to the 
vinous fermentation of grape juice, then if this was excluded 
the wine would not ferment ; hut filling a skin completely 
full, and tying it up immediately, woidd most effectually shut 
out the air; and, therefore, by adopting this simple method 
the Jews and other eastern nations could preserve their wines 
from becoming alcoholic or sour. 

.'!. If gluten or yeast is essential to fermentation, then, if 
by filtering, the gluten could be extracted, the juice would not 
ferment. But nothing was attended to more carefully, both 
by the Jews, Greeks, aud Romans, than tile filtering of the 
must. Both Greek and Roman writers tell us that the juice 
was filtered again and again before it could ferment. And 
"the wines well refined" of Isaiah, mean "wines "welt fil- 
tered." For the correctness of this scientific proceeding you 
have only to consult Dr. Ure'H Dictionary. There he tells 
you, under the article " Fermentation," that if you will either 
" remove the yeast by filtering, or by any other means cause it 
to subside the juice will nut ferment." 

4. If a thickened juice or syrup, in which there is a defi- 
ciency of water and a redundancy of sugar will not fermeot, 
then whatever produced those effects was unfavourable to fer- 
mentation. But boding down the juice, which is nothing 
more than evaporating the water and condensing the sugar, 
accomplished these two objects. Now it is worthy of remark, 
that most of the wines of Palestine, of Greece, and RomaiKe.<N 
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thick syrups, and, therefore, could not have fermented, ant 
could not ferment. I shall illustrate these principles here 
after by an abundance of historical facts, but I am at presen 
just showing you what science will enable us, independent 01 
history, to affirm respecting the wines of hot countries aii( 
the means of preserving them from fermentation. 

5. I may here add, that there are several anti-ferments, an( 
among these sulphur, in its various forms, stands pre-eminent 
Hence matches have been burnt in casks, sulphurous acid ha* 
been used, and sulphate of lime or gypsum was in much repute 
for this purpose among the ancients. 

IV. I have had repeated occasions to mention the acetous 
fermentation, and it is therefore necessary that I should now 
offer a few remarks respecting that process. The acetous fer- 
mentation is, that which produces vinegar, and I need not tell 
any of you who have had any experience in keeping either 
beer, cider, or wine, that there is a great tendency in fermented 
liquors to become sour ; and you likewise know, that nothing 
is so productive of this result as heat. A warm cellar or 8 
room will soon change beer or cider into vinegar. I haie 
known a cellar of fine strong beer become too sour to be drunk 
in consequence of a very little increase of temperature. I 
once drank at a friend's house some very beautiful Devonshire 
cider, but the week after, on tasting some of the same sort, 
bottled at the same time and kept in the same place, I found 
it had become vinegar, this arose from a very trivial increase 
of temperature. I have at home sherry which has undergone 
the acetous, and is now in the putrefactive state of fermentation, 
all arising from its being kept some time in the parlour cup- 
board. Once I boiled for an hour or more some elder wine 
for the purpose of evaporating all the spirit, but to my sur- 
prise at the end, the liquor had become so intolerably sour 
that it was impossible to sweeten it. 

Now I want you just to apply these principles to the wines 
of Palestine. The country you all know was very liot, and, 
therefore, their fermented wines were sure to become sour or 
undergo the acetous fermentation. And it is a striking con- 
firmation of this sentiment, that the Hebrew word which 
stands for leaven or fermentation is the very word which is 
translated vinegar; and the words were synonymous from 
the fact that if their wines were fermented at all they were 
sure to become sour. Prevent fermentation altogether and 
there was no danger, but if the vinous fermentation were 
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allowed to commence, the acetous was sure to follow. And 
this occurred not only from the great heat of the country, 
but also from the fact that their wines were very sweet and 
very weak. 

I have already shown, that in the production of alcohol the 
sugar is decomposed, and, therefore, you cannot have a sweet 
wine and a strong wine at the same time, unless you add the 
spirit. In our day, when distillation produces such an abund- 
ance of ardent spirit, you may add as much brandy as you like 
to a sweet wine, and, therefore, make it as strong as you please ; 
but in ancient times there was no brandy or pure spirit to add 
to a sweet wine, and consequently the strength of the drink 
depended solely upon the extent of the vinous fermentation. 
But if the wine was sweet it had but imperfectly fermented, 
and, therefore, must have been weak. The sweetness of the 
grape was such that the juice was charged with an excess of 
sugar, and, therefore, the wines must have been very sac- 
charine, and consequently destitute of strength. 

You are well acquainted with the fact, that weak liquors 
become acid much much sooner than those which are very 
strong or spirituous. Small beer very soon turns sour, and 
a sweet wine or cider unless branched, would very speedily, by 
a little increase of heat, become almost as sharp as vinegar. 
You must, therefore, perceive from these remarks, that it was 
an object of the first importance to persons in ancient days, 
living in hot countries, to prevent fermentation altogether, 
unless they did so, the rich delicious juice of the grape turned 
sour, and thus lost both its agreeable and nutritious pro- 
perties. 

It may be proper here to observe, that the wines of all hot 
countries are very weak. This arises, as stated already, from 
the excess of sugar found in the grape. Sweet apples will not 
produce strong cider. The apples and pears used in the 
manufacture of our strongest cider or perry, are rather acid, 
and by no means eatable. The temperature of France is 
the most favourable to the manufacture of a strong wine. 
As the climate is not so warm as in Palestine, the grapes 
are not so sweet. Still it is proverbial, that the wines of 
France are weak; and weak they are compared with our 
branched port and sherry. It is allowed by all, that the 
strongest wines of France are not stronger than our strong 
beer or cider, and consequently do not contain in them more 
than eight per cent, of spirit, it is, therefore, highly probable 
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that the wines of Palestine, if allowed to ferment, could not hare 
had bi them more than four per cent, of alcohol, and hence 
such liquors could not he kept from turning sour in such i 
climate as that of Judea. Take a barrel of our strongest beer 
or cider to Jerusnlum, and it would become acid immediately, 
and, therefore, by a parity of reasoning, their wines, which 
were so much weaker than our strong beer, must, if they fer- 
mented at all, have gone into the acetous fermentation, and 
hence, in their language, the word vinegar and ferment or fer- 
mentation were the same. In Exod. xii. yon, chmnita, stands 
for fermented bread as well aH " wine," but in Numb, vi. 6, 
and in the Book of Ruth it is translated " vinegar." 

It may not he out of place here to give you a table of the 
different amount of alcohol found in modern intoxicating 
drinks : 



Port, i 



- hiiilK'M 






23.4 



:..h:s 



.. 21.40 

Madeira, highest 29.42 

lowest, . . . . 19.34 

S he itv. average of fonr kinds, 17.92 

highest, .. .. 19.83 

I 'lam, average of four kinds, I 1.-1:1 

I'.'iilravella 18.10 

Liilioa 18.94 

Malaga, 17.26 

Bucellu! 18.40 

MuJmsev, 16.40 

Mnrceua, 25.87 

Ditto 17.26 

iifiil Cliani|iagne, .. . . 11.30 

Whii.-. Ditto .. .. 12.80 

Bargnndy, 11.55 

ffhUe, ' 11.95 

White Hermitage 17.43 

Red, Ditto .. .. 12.82 

Bock 14.37 



From this analysis it may he seen, that there is not one of 
these wines made from the juice of the grape, but ismuch stronger 
than it could possibly hare been hut for the addition of alco- 
hol. You could not from the pure juice of the grape, even in 
r'rnucc, obtain wines with 20 per cent, of spirit in them ; it 
is, therefore, certain that nil which have this amount are 



Palm Winn, .. 


. 4.™ 


Vi n ile pave, 


. 12.80 


Frontignac, . . 


. 12.7) 


itonssillon. . . 




Cajic Madpirn, 


. 18.11 


Ca]ie Muchal, 


. 18.25 




. 19.;:. 








. I5.U 


Svraeuse, 


. 15.21 


Nice, 








Raisin \\ ine. 


. 25.71 


Grape Wine, 


. 18.11 






Oooaeberrv- Wine, . . 


. 11.61 


Elder Wine, Cider, Perry, 


. 9.51 


Stout, 


6J 


Ale, 


. ! 




4.1 






Rum 


. 53.6i 






Whiskey, Scotch, .. 


. i4.3: 
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brandied. Respecting English wines the case is different. 
To manufacture them, you use what quantity of sugar ami 
1 water you please, and, therefore, may make them as strong as 
the ingredients will admit ; but the ease is very different when 
a wine is made from the real juice of the grape without any addi- 
tion of water or sugar, because in the latter case yuu have only 
the sugar, yeast, and water in their natural state, and conse- 
quently cannot bave a stronger wine than the native must will 
produce. If, therefore, the wines of France in their unbrau- 
died state would he little stronger than our strongest cider, 
and many not so strong, why then it follows, that the very 
sweet grapes of Palestine could have produced a beverage 
but little stronger than our small beer, and I need not add 
again, that in a country of the warm temperature of Jndea, 
such a liquor would not have kept but a very little time with- 
out becoming sour. 

We have a striking confirmation of this in the table just 
given. There you find palm wine mentioned, and the analysis 
tells us, that it contains in it little more than four per cent, 
of spirit. While Madeira stands as high as twenty-nine per 
cent, palm wine is placed at about four per cent. Now 1 
shall presently prove that palm wine was the " skttcar*' or 
strong drink of Scripture; and hence, if what is called the 
strong drink of the Bible was not half so strong as our English 
strong beer, why then it follows that the other wines were still 
weaker. 

As science, then, allows us to conclude that the ancients 
possessed the means of preserving the juice of the grape from 
fermenting, and, as history assures us, that they actually em- 
ployed those means for thia purpose ; a question has been 
started, whether or not their sweet unfermented juices or 
syrups were called wines. On this subject I shall hereafter 
advance the most unquestionable evidence to prove that the 
term wine was equally employed to designate the liquor 
obtained from grapes, whether unfermented, fermented, or 
dragged, and shall produce for my witnesses the authority of 
the Bible, of Aristotle, and other Greek and Roman writers. 

V. I have now explained four kinds of fermentation, the 
panary, the saccharine, the vinous, and the acetous ; and the 
only one which remains to be briefly mentioned is the putre- 
factive. 

You all know that there is a tendency in both vegetable 
and animal bodieB to decompose and separate into thevc qkv^n- 
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nal elements, and this process is culled corruption or putrrfif- 
tion . There is reason to believe that not a particle of watcrw 

i, which may have entered into the formation of any body, 

ever wasted. By decomposition every thing is present 
md put by for further use. Putrefaction, therefore, is u 
conomical arrangement of providence : it is the separating ind 
gathering together of every fragment and of every atom, the 
laterally and truly "nothingmay be lost." But my chief object 
in introducing it here is to show you, that the putrefactive frr- 
mentation is only a branch of the vinous, and, therefore, tomed 
an argument or two urged against us, by our opponents. It 
is said that the juice of the grape naturally ferments, and, 
therefore, that we ought to drink the result of this procew, 
I have often wondered that our sharp-sighted opponents haw 
not perceived that this argument proves too much, because it 
is based on the premise, "That we ought daily to eat and 
drink every thing which is produced by a natural process." 
Toads are produced by a natural process, and, therefore, w* 
ought to est toads; flesh, fish, and vegetables putrifybyi 
natural process, and therefore, we ought to eat stinking fi ' 
dead dogs, cats, donkies, human carcasses, all the rotten ve^ 
tables that come in our way, and to drink all the putrescent 
liquors found in our common .-.bores, as well as all the mineral 
saline and bituminous waters, that we can get; and that we 
ought to take these ourselves arid force them upon our friendi 
morning, noon and night. But should our adversaries demur, 

' say that we are to use the common sense that God has 

hose the "good and refuse the evil," whv then 

e reply, that the same prudence which prompts them to avoid 

itinking horse flesh, or rotten vegetables, teaches us to avoid 

alcohol. 

But we have another objection to make. The vinous fermen- 
tation is only t.hecommencemei it of that process of decomposition 
of which putrefaction is the elu.-i'. Leave your beer or wine in 
the vat to ferment, and it. will lirst undergo the vinous fermen- 
tation, and alcohol and carbonic, acid will be evolved ; let it 
alone a little longer, and the acetous fermentation will take 
place and the liquor will become sour ; and if you still lenve it 
to itself, the whole « ill undergo another change, which iB the 
putrefactive ferment ;il ion, and this, if left undisturbed, will 

tgive back to nature (ill the original elements of which the mass 
was composed. When our opponents, therefore, talk about 
nature, they seem to forget, that in the manufacture of alcohol 
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* i they wilfully put a very targe proportion of the bounties of 
di providence into the high road for decomposition and putre- 
j faction, and thus, are both intermedin in;,- with God's mercies 
f and actually wasting them. But this ia not all, for when 
rt they have decreed that, millions of bushels of wholesome 
■ grain, and minions of gallons of highly nutritious grape juice, 
» shall be decomposed, and lay hold of the principle of fermen- 
, tation for this purpose, they presumptuously interfere with 
d the laws of nature just at a time when two of the most pesti- 
lential poisons are produced ; one of these, it is true, they pru- 
,. dently allow to escape into the air in the form of carbonic acid, 
but the other they madly preserve, and with it, cover the country 
with disease, pauperism, and crime ; and, alas, people eternity 
with wretches as unfit for the society of heaven or the bosom 
of the Deity, as the very demons. If they are so loud of decom- 
posing and wasting the good creatures of God, why, in the 
name of humanity, stop short at the instant wlien a horrid 
poison ia produced 1 Why not let nature alone and she will 
will soon produce good of this apparent evil ; she will either 
dismiss at once to the air, or else again decompose this 
deleterious spirit, and before she perfects her task will give 
back to its proper place every elemeut in a pure state, that 
all may be bnihanded ai'resh and enter into new forms of 
life and beauty to cheer the eyes and supply the wants of 
the human family. If we nuist have fermentation let us 
have perfect fermentation. If we must have the vinous by 
all raeniiB let us have the putrefactive. Ten thousand thou- 
sand times better would it be both for the honour of God and 
the good of man, for the liquors in our fermenting vats to he 
allowed to putrify, which they all would do if left to them- 
selves, than to stop this natural process in the middle, and 
by tunning, bottling, or distilling to preserve a poison which 
is at present inflicting a greater scourge upon men for whom 
Christ died, than war, pestilence, and famine could employ, 
although leagued together and let loose among us. 

Having thus far appealed to science, and laid down those 
principles respecting fermentation, which are essential to a 
proper understanding of the churaetcr of ancient and modern 
wines or intoxicating drinks, I shall now turn to history and 
endeavour to showyou the qualities of the wines drunk in Pales- 
tine, Greece, and lkime. Since I have attended to this sub- 
ject I have been repeatedly struck with the mutual aid which 
science and history are capable of aubi'ding each other. r l%K»& 
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are twin sisters, and joint handmaids in the elucidation <f 
truth ; and no common impetus shall be given to the cause 
of universal knowledge, when the qualities of the historian 
and the philosopher shall he blended in the same individuals. 
Then the facts respecting nature and man shall be presented 
to us, not in the dark, distorted, disgusting form in whici! 
ignorance and prejudice have cloathed them, but in the simple 
and unadorned majesty of truth, and thus the philosophei 
and historian shall be mutual benefactors to the wants, tto 
mental improvement, and the happiness of mankind. 
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CHAPTER III. 



The Hebrews employed a considerable number of words, or 
phrases, to designate tlie juice of the grape, an examination 
of whieh will enable us to obtain a very considerable degree 
of information respecting the character of their wines. 

I. The term most generally used in the Hebrew Scriptures 
for wine, is the word, \", yayin. It is derived from ru' , 
yanah, "to squeeze or press," and therefore means the ex- 
pressed juice of the grape. But the word itself can never 
inform us respecting tlie character of the hquor which it was 
used to designate. It may have meant a fermented, an 
unfermented, or a drugged beverage. When the juice was 
pressed from the grape, it resumed pcviVdtv optional with 
the husbandman whether he should allow it to ferment or not. 
He roigbt fdter it and extract the gluten, or he might boil it 
down to the consistence of a syrup, and thus in either ease 
prevent it from fermenting. If be chose, he might allow it 
to ferment, and first become slightly intoxicating, and then, 
if kept for any length of time, turn into vinegar, or he might 
drug it until it was highly gtnpefactive. All theae ways, and 
perhaps many more, remained at the option of the wine manu- 
facturer. Nothing, therefore, but the neatest nahttem, and 
the most culpable neglect of science aud history, eould induce 
or allow any one to assert that this term always means an 
intoxicating drink. Tlie meaning of this, as of every other 
word, must be settled by the context, and by such a faithful 
interpreter every teetotaler is willing to abide. Should any 
one demur at the idea that the term yayin should signify 
more than one kind of drink, Ue Wa oat^ \o\w3*. wiAisB. «**■ 
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language to perceive that nothing is more common than 
species of ambiguity. The terms tlriitlc, beverage, liqu 
all ambiguous if taken alone ; and if their sense is n< 
by the context, it must remain unsettled for ever. 
these words may refer to water, milk, tea, coffee, beer, i 
or rum. And even our own word, wine, i 
without an adjective it can convey to us no dete 
of the character of the drink il is used to designate, 
mean port, sheny, madeira, currant, or palm wine; 
refer to a strong or n weak liquor; hut what the character] 
the beverage may be, can never be ascertained except by it I 
connexion, or some chemical analysis. 

II. The word CH'n, tironh, is a term which in the Bible k | 
translated by the words " wine," or "new wine ;" it u ,::■ 
posed to he derived from the root itfi, or oxi, "head, chief, « 
fjt'i/iiiitn/if, ami may refer to the head or berry of the J 
In Isaiah Lev. 8, it alludes to the juice in the ripe a 
fruit before it was pressed. The prophet says, whei 
tirosli, the new wine, is in the cluster, oue saith, ' _ 
not, for a blessing is in it." The wine mentioned here in 
in the grape ; but science has demonstrated, that the jiiict I 
while it is iu the grape, does not ferment, and therefore m I 
have here a plain demonstration that tirosk, or wine, in tbt' I 
passage must mean an unfertile n ted liquor. This term u 
generally associated with the word corn. In every pin* I 
where we read "corn and wine," the original word is tirotk. I 
In the book of Psalms we read of the wicked rejoicing becMK 1 
" their corn and their wine increased." The Hebrew wo: * 
rendered " iitnretitte" signifies " to ijroir or umittply," but co 
and wine do not increase, grow, or multiply after they s 
gathered from the field or the vine ; and consequently we 1 
have as strong a proof in this passage as any rational hein! I 
can desire, that the word tiroih, or wine, refers to the juice I 
in the grape before it had arrived at maturity, and thereto* 1 
to an unfermented liquor. Besides, the corn and the oil give 1 
joy, or gladness, yet neither the corn nor the oil are iutoxi- I 
eating. David also speaks of Lin- irh"lm--s (hat Cod put into I 
his heart, yet this gladness was not the effect of alcohol. 
" 'ah. U 1,22, we have another te.xlijf the same import: "A 
it shall come to pass in that day, 1 will hear, saith the Lord, I 
I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth ; and 
the ewth Bhall hear the corn, and" the tirosh, or wine, and U 
oil; and they shall hear Jezreel." Hete, lyj a. VnaU. , 
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bemitiful personification, the heavens, the earth, the c 
tirosh, or wine, and the oil, are ail animated, and presented 
before lis as suppliants. Jezreel, or the people of God, stand 
in need of the produce of the earth, and therefore appeals to 
the corn, the tiro»A, or wine, and the oil ; these hear the 
appeal, InU feeling their ilcpendimri.' upon the soil for nutri- 
ment, address their prayer to the earth : the earth hears the 
petition, hut is unable to do any thing itself without the sun 
and the ruin, and therefore sends its cry to the heavenB : the 
heavens hear this touching appeal, but feeling their entire 
dependence upon Jehovah, call upon him for aid ; and then 
God, who is the hearer and answerer of prayer, hears the 
Leavens, and immediately the rain descends anil waters the 
earth, the earth supplies the roots of the corn, the vine, and 
the obve with sap, and, as a consetpience, each grows, arrives 
at maturity, and supplies the wants of Jezreel. Here every 
one must see that tirosh, or wine, refers to grapes on the tree, 
and not to wine in the eask ; for why should Jezreel cry out 
for wine when there is plenty already in the cellar 7 and why 
should wine in the bottle call aloud to the earth and the 
heavens, and even to Jehovah himself for assistance and nutri- 
ment '.' In Joel ii. 2-1, we read, " The floors shall be full of 
wheat, and the fats shall overflow with tirosh, wine." Here 
the word wine must mean the uiiferraented juice of the grape, 
because it is spoken of as just "flowing" from the fats, and 
therefore had not as yet fermented. In Prov. iii. 10, we hare 
a similar text ; " Thy barns shall he filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall burst out with finish, or new wine." Here 
the allusion is to the must bursting from the wine-press, and 
consequently to the nnfermnita! jinr.r. of the grape. For it 
must be remembered, that the liquor which flows from the 
grape ia not fermented, and therefore has no alcohol or spirit 
in it. Here, too, we see, that in each case, tirosh, or wine, is 
associated with corn or wheat. In this manner Isaac con- 
nects tliem together in his blessing of Jacob : " Therefore 
God give of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, 
and plenty of corn and tirosh, or wine." The word rendered 
"plenty" signifies increase, growth, or multiplication, and, as 
connected with the dew of heaven and fatness of the earth or 
richness of the soil, refers to the growth of the corn and the 
vine, and consequently alludes to the tuifcrmcnted juice of the 

ii the Book of Judges wc \iavc tirosli, tiv itfttsst, ^as&Nsvfti* 
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same sense. In chap. is. 13, the vine is represented as saying, 
" Should I leave my tirosh, or wine, which eheereth the heart 
of God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees!" 
I need not say, that in this personification, the vine refers to 
the wine or juice with which it was filling its grapes, for 
nothing could he more absurd than for the vine to talk of 
leaving or forsaking its grapes after its grapes had actually 
been plucked off, carried away, trodden under foot in the 
press, and actually converted into a poison ! God's word does 
not deal in such absurdities as these. And though people 
whose heads are confused with alcohol may talk so incohe- 
rently, yet the discerning son of Gideon was too wise to utter 
such folly. Here then, we see that the wine which cheered 
the heart of God and man was the pure juice in the grape, and 
not an intoxicating liquor. The word rendered " cheer" 
means to impart a high degree of pleasure, joy, or gladness to 
any one. Our drunkards and our moderation people seem to 
have no idea of any one being pleased, made happy, or joyful 
but from the drinking of alcohol. To be happy or cheerful, 
you must swallow certain portions of poison two or three timeB 
a day. But if these persons would only become teetotalere 
they would soon know from sweet experience that there are 
other, and far more humane and rational sources of joy and 
gladness than those which come from the tap or the bottle. 
The joy spoken of here was dieine joy, for it was participated 
by the Creator; but what blasphemer is there who will was 
bold enough to affirm that the Deity is cheered by drinking 
wine? And if God was cheered without drinking tirosh or 
wine, why might not man. I have shown from Psalm iv. ", 
that corn 1 and oil, as well as tirosh or wine, when they are 
growing or increasing) can give gladness or cheer to mankind. 
For it must be observed, that the very same Hebrew word is used 
by Jotham and David, though in Judges itisrendered "cheer," 
and in Psalms "gladness." But why may not both testa he 
inteipreted alike, and then all difficulty is removed? God 
looks with pleasure on the fruitful vine, and man is delighted 
with the same gratifying object, and, therefore, in poetical 
language, God and man may be said to be cheered. 

But if it should be said that the prospect of tasting waa the 
cause of the cheer ; we reply, that God was cheered with the 
tirosh or wine without the prospect of tasting, and why might 
not man? But supposing the prospect of participating was 

■ true source of the joy or gladnens, sVift'tt. ioftsi wA IS 



that to give enjoyment a drink must be alcoholic . What j< 
to a. thirsty man a draught of water affords, and yet there is 
no spirit in water. Besides, in Psalm iv. 7, the corn is said to 
give gladness or cheer, and yet the corn is not intoxicating, and 
if corn can give " gladness or cheer," although there is no 
alcohol in corn, then surely "a wine, or tirosh," in which there 
was no alcohol, could impart an equal amount of pleasur 

In the 2nd Book of Kings, Chap, xviii. 3 J, 32, we have a 
passage of similar import. The King of Assyria exhorts the 
Jews to submit to him, that, says he, "ye may cut every man 
of his vine and fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of 
his own cistern, until I come and take you away to a laud 
lite your own land, a land of corn, and t troth or wine." Here 
we have several arguments in proof that " tirosh or wine" 
alludes to the grapes and the unfennented juice in them, rather 
than to a spirituous wine. For, I . The people " ate nf the 
vine and drank water from their cistern ;" a plain proof that 
grapes were looked upon as an article of food. 2. As the 
people drank water it is evident that wine was not their com- 
mon beverage. 3. The kiiiL; promise* them a land like their 
own land, a land of corn and tirosh or wine. Thus associating 
these articles of diet together, to assure them that they should 
have grapes or tirosh to "eat" in his country in the 
manner and degree as in their own. 

The prophet Zechariah furnishes us with a text which exact 
agrees with what has already been said. " Corn," he t 
" shall make the young men cheerftd, and new wine, or tirosh, 
the maids." Here, as usual, corn and wine, or tirosh, are asso- 
ciated together ; and what is remarkable, the corn is said to 
impart cheer to the young men, a plain proof that in these 
olden times people could be cheered without drinking alcohol. 
In allusion to the same sentiment Solomon says, Eccles. ix. 7 
" Eat thy bread with joy." The word here rendered "joi/ 
is the same term that in Judges and Psalms is rendered "cheer" 
and "gladness," and Bhows us that in the time of Solomon 
mankind could have "jot/, cheer, or gladness" with their 
bread." The same idea seems to be conveyed unto us by the 
expressions used by Abraham in addressing the angels, and by 
the Levite's father-in-law, in the book of Judges, " Comfort ye 
your hearts with a morsel of bread." Such language was as 
scientific and pliilosophical as it was simple and benevolent, 
for every teetotaler as well as every physiologist knows that o. 
penny loaf will impart more autriineBA, ani « 



t 

a 
A 

no 
ire 

a 



these 
:ohol. 









38 ANCIENT WINES. 

animal spirit, comfort, and good substantial cheer to liodj 
and mind than a gallon of modern beer, wine, or any otha 
spirit nous liquor. 

Haggai the prophet tells us tbat God " brought a drouglii 
upon the com anil (lie limxh or new wine" Here it is evilwt 
that the fruits of the earth were withered for want of niit, 
that, the com anil the vine were dried up, and consequent!; 
tbat the word before us means the unfermented juice of tit 
grape. In Joel i. 10, we have a similar sentiment, "Tht 
field is wasted, the land mournetb ; for the corn is wasted, & 
tirusli, new wine, is dried up, the oil languish cth." lb 
again not only is the corn as usual connected with the " »< 
wine or tirosh" but the wine is said " to oe dried up." JJ< 
this cannot mean tbat it was miraculously dried up after 
was pressed out and put into casks, lint must, as the contai 
proves, refer to the juice as it existed in the grapes whilf 
they bung on the vine, and which for want of raiu were dried 
up and withered before they could arrive at maturity. This 
then from evidence the most inenntestible, I have shown, thl! 
one of the words, promise u on sly rendered in our translation 
by the terms "wine" and "new wine," generally refers to tli( 
unfermtnted juice of the grape. 

But bere an objector may demur. He may say, "I admit 
the correctness of your rca-oning. but then finish was not used 
as an article of food or drink." But some of the passages 
quoted have shown tbat lirmh or new wine was often apphed 
to the juice of the grape as it flowed from the wine press: 
and every one acquainted with eastern countries knows thil 
this new wine was a most delicious beverage, anil very murl 
esteemed by the people. And in the book of Nehemiab, in thm 
separate verses, we read of " Hrosh or new wine" brought, id 
connection with corn, as an offering to the Lord, and laid up 
in the chambers of the temple. In Isaiah, lxii. 8, it ia sail, 
" The sons of the stranger shall not drink thy firosk, thy wine, 
for which thou bast laboured." Here the tirosb or unfer- 
mented wine is spoken of as a beverage. In Heut. xiv, 23, 
we are told that tirosb or new wine was eaten before the Lord. 
The words are, " and thou shall eat before the Lord thy God, 
in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, 
the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, or tiros/i, &c." 

This is a most important passage, because it shows flint 
the tirosh was " eaten," and at the same time points out thai 
the vine used in God's service was \.iros\\ ov vmicvmjn&flA.. 



To talk of eating wine may appear absurd, but the follow- 
g passage from the Missionary Record of April, 1S-I0, will 
row Light upon the subject. The Iter. Dr. Dull" in bis jour- 
y to India, by way of Alexandria, passed through France, 
d observed that in wine districts the peasants eat tbe grape 
j with their bread, just as many in tliia country eat 
,d and milk. His words are, " In these countries, mantled 
li vineyards, we cannot, help learning the true intent and 
e of the vine in the scheme of providence. In our land, wine 
ic so exclusively a mere luxury, or what is worse, by 
rpecies of manufacture, an intoxicating beverage, that many 
e wondered how the Bible speaks of wine in conjunction 
a. corn and other such staple supports of animal life. Now 
i passing through the region of vineyards in the east of 
one must at once perceive that the vine greatly flou- 
i slopes and heights, where tbe soil is too poor and 
rmvelly to maintain either ciirn tor food or pasturnge for cattle. 
': what is the providential design in rendering this soil, 
rowed by a genial atmosphere, so productive of the vine, if 
the fruit become solely, cither an article of luxury, or an instru- 
ment of vice ! The answer is, that providence had no such 
design. Look at the pea-ant at his meals in the vine-bearing 
districts ! Instead of mil/c, he has a basin of pure unadul- 
terated "blood of the grape.'' In this its native original 
state, it is a plain, simple, and wholesome liquid, which at 
every repast becomes to the husbandman what milk is to the 
shepherd, not a luxury, but a necessary, not an intoxicating, 
but a nutritive beverage. Hence to tbe vine dressing peasant 
of Auxerre, for example, an abundant vintage, as connected 
with his own immediate sustenance is as important as an over- 
flowing dairy to the pastoral peasant of Ayrshire. And heuee, 
by such a view of the subject are the language and sense of 
Scripture vindicated from the very appearance of favouring 
what is merely luxnrimis: or pos'ilivi-h/ noxious, when it so con- 
stantly magnifies a well replenished wine-press in a rocky 
mountainous country like that of Palestine, as one of the 
richest bounties of a generous providence." 

I need not offer any comment upon tliis illustration of the 
sentiments of Scripture concerning the eating of " corn and 
tiro&k," or "of bread and wine." It must be evident to alt, 
that in countries in which there was neither tea, coffee, cho- 
colate, nor cocoa, and in which the only lieveps^jia ^*«tt *»wijsx, 
milk, or gmpe juice, the latter would \iecow\fc ». xerj -v&a^Siss 
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accompaniment with their bread, and, being both 
nutritious, must have fully compensated for the lack of om 
sugar, tea, coffee, &c. Every reader of the New Testament 
will from these expressions naturally turn to the "sop" which our 
Lord gave to Judas, and which probably consisted of viifermenttd 
bread dipped in a sauce made partly of unfermented wine. 

The facts I have already advanced from the word of God 
have been sufficient to prove that tiroah generally means an 
unfermented wine, and that such a liquor was both in exist- 
ence and in use in the land Canaan. Indeed as tirosh wis 
tithed for the service of God and used in religious services, it 
is evident that the wines used in the feasts of the Jews were 
not fermented. 

But some persons who admit that " tiroah or . 
alludes to the unfermented juice of the grape, maintain that 
yayin, the word most commonly used for wine in the Scrip- 
tures, always refers to an intoxicating liquor ; and, therefore, 
I shall now advance a test or two to prove that yayin is some- 
times used as aynonymous with tirosh. 

Isaiah, Chap, xvi, 10, says, "The treaders shall tread out 
no yayin, mine, in their presses." We have a passage with 
the very same words rn Jeremiah, chap, xlviii. 33, " I haw 
caused yayin, wine, to fail from the wine-presses : none shall 
tread with shouting." We need not ask for any other texts, 
because on any subject two good witnesses are as good 
as a thousand. Here then we have the term "yayin or i«w" 
applied to the juice in the wine-press, while the treading was 
actually taking place ; but science assures ns that the must in 
the press is unfermented, anil, iIhtcI'dr', the texts quoted above 
demonstrate that God himself has called the anfermented juice 
of the grape "yayin or wine." And hence we have also the 
most unquestionable evidence that the terms "yayin" and 
"tirosh" were sometimes used ns synonymous. 

It is worthy of remark that the Hebrew yayin seems to have 
originated most of the ancient ami modern terms for wine. 
Hence we have aivos in Greek ; vinum in Latin ; uuin, old 
German; wein, Gothic; gwin, Welch; Spanish and Italian, 
vino; Portuguese, viuho ; Slavonic, wino ; Gaelic, fion; Persic, 
win; Danish, wien; French, vin, and various others. The 
terra, as signifying an " expressed juice," seemed to commend 
itself to all nations, and by all appears to be used as a generic 
term. Take the word in any language and all that it means 

3 liquor obtained from grapes or otYira frcvcAa -, XinvX.-wWObki 
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strong or weak, fermented oruiilenniiitcil. drugged or charged 
with alcohol, can never be ascertained by the term itself. 
Our opponents, therefore, when tbey rest their argument 
in favour of the strong intoxicating qualities of the drinks 
of antiquity upon the word wine, build upon a foundation far 
less stable than tin.' moving sands of the desert; and, as tee- 
totalers, we remain perfectly free from idarm, not wit ha landing 
all the pompon* boasting of our eaeaihuita. One glance at the 
foundation on which their bulwarks rest is quite sufficient to 
show that from this quarter we have nothing to fear. 

I will close these remarks on the words yayin and tiroah 
by observing that the hitter is used in Hoaea in a connection 
. -which our opponents say, intimates its intoxicating qualities. 
In chap. iv. 11, itia said, "Whoredom, wine, and tirosh take 
away the heart." The word rendered lake away, means to 
take, seize or captivate, and every one knows that a person 
may be captivated without being intoxicated. It is then worse 
than silly to argue, that every thing which takes away the 
heart must of necessity make it drunk with alcohol. The text 
in hand proves such arguing to be absurd, for it is here said 
that fornication takes the heart, but it does not follow from 
that circumstance that unchastity and drunkenness are words 
of similar import. The text, therefore, does not prove that 
either "yayin, the wine," or "tirosh, the new wine," was 
intoxicating; it merely points out the fascinating and corrupt- 
ing influence of sensuality. Our Lord tells us to "take heed 
that our hearts be not overcharged with surfeiting and drunk- 
enness and the lusts of other things." These words intimate 
that surfeiting and worldly cares may seize and overcharge 
the heart, and yet no one would be so absurd as to say that 
worldly cares and spirituous liquors are the same ; and if 
unchastity or the cares of this file may take away the heart, then 
it follows that a "yayin," wine, aiidii"/iVo*A," new wine, with- 
out either of them having one particle of alcohol in them, 
might have all the baneful influence on the atl'ections which 
the prophet describes. 

I have dwelt longer on these two Hebrew words than some 
persons may think necessary, but an examination of them in 
their various relations has illustrated the opinion, that many 
of the wines of the ancients were free from alcohol, and, there- 
fore, the design of this essay has not been lost sight of in any, 
if these observations, 
III. Another word used for wine Vj \>nfc 1 &.&s«sw>''** 01 
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term "win, ckamer, and in the Chaldec of Ezra and Danid, 
man, chamra. This word is variously rendered by tin 1 U-nw 
"bitumen," "pitch," "mortar," "clay," "wine," "red," 
"pure," and by Bishop Lowth by the adjective " f-ui-Llil." Ii 
is five times used respecting wine. In Ezra, vi. £), and Dsuid, 
t. 1, it is simply termed "wine." In the other three plata 
Deut. xxxii. 14, Psalm Ixiv. S, Isaiah xxvii, 2, it is LtseaWi 
adjective, and is translated in our version by the words "red" 
and "pi/re." 

It is very evident that the root signifies what is thick « 
turbid, and therefore, Dent, x.xxii. 1-1, might be read, "Thmi 
didst drink the thick blood of the grape." Here there is n 
allusion to the very thick or richly saccharine juice of I be 
grape ; or else to the beautiful syrup which was obtained 1'T 
boiling down the must. In either of these eases it might b* 
termed the blood of the grape. But nothing could be 
contrary to fact than to call a fermented wine the thick a 
pure blood of the grape. By fermentation the juice is decom- 
posed and converted into two poisons, and surely no out 
would be so foolish as to call cither carbonic acid, which is tit 
one poison, uor alcohol, which is the other, " the pure blood 
of the grape." Now carbonic acid is as much the result <& 
fermentation as alcohol, and, therefore, we have as much 
reason for calling carbonic acid the pare blood of the grapt 
as for applying that phrase to spirits of wine. 

The word, from its beiim trfinskted by the terms "pitch." 
"bitumen," "mortar,'" evidently mean.- what is " (kirk," b«t 
fermentation, by decomposing the sti^nr of the grape, makes 
the juice thin, indeed so thin that it is impossible for yon to 
boil a fermented liquor into a syrup. You cannot thicken 
port or sherry by boiling them, there is no sugar to be con- 
centrated or formed into a syrup. It is said in a little work 
mi brewing, published by the "Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge," page 38, that " from the moment (he 
worts are mixed with yeast in the lermentii!;." tun, their gravity 
begins to decrease, and (his decrease is termed their attenM- 
Hon. A wort for instance "i' forty /witnt/s per barrel shall lit 
a fete hours he reduced to ten by the extrication «i' earbonic 
acid." Now there is no difference between the process of 
vinous fermentation whether it takes place in worts cousistinc, 
of water and malt, or in the juice of the grape, and, therefore. 
what would attenuate the one, wmiu\ ui i\eee«*Wj vvvW.x vW 
specific gravity of the other, and ii the Ta»s\.\i**'Ww<»R««» 
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e decomposition of its solid saccharine base, why then 
■ impossible for you to obtain from such n liquor a thick 
y wine, consequently the word ihamar in the text in 
n does not mean n fermented drink. 

■i I.owth in bis notes on Isaiah, i. '22, thus translates 
i lxxv. 8, " In tin' hand of Jehovah (here is a cup, the 
' i, cbamar, ' turbid,' it is full of mixed liquor, lie poureth 
oat of it. Verilv (lie dveirs thereof (the thickest sediment of 
tfji- st rims; ingredients mingled with it) all the ungodly of the 
earth shall wring them out and drink them." The whole 
context shows tbul the word " Utrhhf' is here a proper sub' 
stitute for the terni " elm mar" in the Hebrew. 

In Isaiah, xxvii. 2, we have the words, " a vineyard of 
c&emer, red vine, I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every 
moment, lest any hurt it I will keep it night and day." Here 
" rr'l ict/it" is given as the English of "ehemer." But it is 
worthy of remark that this "'ehemer," or "redwint 
now in the grape, and the grape on the vine, for God 
will water it every moment and keep it night and day. Now it 
would be absurd to talk of watering a fermented liquor every 
moment. Our modern ti].'.j;!ers would not drink it, nor would 
sneli a proceeding be the best plan to keep it in a pure state. 
The passage, therefore, refers to the wine in the grape. Science 
also assures us, that so long as the skin of the grape is not 
broken the juice will not ferment. God himself has thus 
prmiilnl i he natural juice of the vine with n bottle which is 
proof against fermentation. In any other subject or discussion 
tin* would be considered a proof that he does not wish the 
nutritions liquor of the vine to he converted into alcohol, or 
changed into poisons. But the common sense of the present 
day is so perverted by strong drink, that few persons seem 
capable of nuili (-.standing any truth which is opposed to their 
appetites. The lest before us then states, that God was 
watering his vineyard, and, that as a consequence it would pro- 
duce a rich, thick saccharine, and consequently highly nutri- 
tious juice. Perhaps instead of the won! red, the term purple, 
or dark, or black, ought here to have been used. For as 
"chamar" means "pitch," the thick dark juice of the grape 
may have been thus designated from its similitude to that 
substance. Hence no argument can be drawn front this word 
in favour of a fermented beverage. The "chamra," or wine 
to which Daniel and Ezra allude was the same which Kchcmiah 
colls "sweet," and if sweet the sugar had not been decomposed 
by (fermentation. You could not in. an »%e \vx -tcoitV &^&»<- 
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tion was unknown, and in a hot country, have a vine 
and yet strong or alcoholic at the same time. 

IV. The word B'pnC'D, mamethakim, is used in Nehemin 
for the wine which was drunk at their festivals, and which: 
our version is rendered by the word "n«w/," The term rota 
from pno, metkek, "sweet," "agreeable." It is worthy 4 
remark that the ancient Britons had a sweet wine which tit 
Welch called " meddyglyn" and the English " Metheglin" 
The word metheglin conies from raetheg or methek, awed, 
and glyn, glutinous, and thus signifies what it really was, I 
sweet syrupy drink. Every one mast here see tli:i 

in Saxon, " meddyy" in Welch, and " methek" in Hebrew, ut 
the Bame words. This term among the ancient Britons wn 
applied to a drink made from honey, hut. in the day* of .Wlic 
miah referred to a sweet wine, either to palm wine, which ml 
very sweet, or else to " tiroish" new or sweet wine, which ' 
more than once spoken of in Nehemiah as laid up in I 
Temple for the express service of God, and which we ha 
shewn was not a fermented drink. Indeed the fact of its bcinj 
" methek," or sweet, proves that it could not in that age and 
country he a strong alcoholic wine. It is not at all impro- 
bable that in the days of Nehemiah there was a specJM 
of wine made from honey, seeing the land is said to \um 
" flowed with milk and honey." This kind of drink, which 
the Anglo-Saxons called " beonbrot/i," literally " beebroth," 
was very popular in ancient days, when, in consequence of 
the tastes of the people not having been vitiated by alco- 
hol, wines were more valued for their sweetness than for their 
strength. 

V, ttao, taba or savrt is another word rendered "wine," 
Isaiah, i. 22; "drink," in Hosea, iv. 18; "driuikurd," in 
Nah. i. 10, and Detit. xxi. 20; and as a verb both in Isaiah, 
lvi. 12, and Nah. i. II), it means to driuk large quantities « 
fo "guzzle," so as to be dreuched with liquor. In Isaiah, 
lvi. 12, we have, "we will fill ovrselcea with strong driuk," 
the term rendered, "we will /ill vi'i-m-hr/i" is the verb "taba." 
Tlie prophet Nahum, chap. i. 10, says, they are "drunkenia 
drunkards," the original words are " d'risd nsaoa" " fceaebam 
eebuaim," "They fill or dreae/i themselves as drunkards," of 
" they guzzle as guzzlers." It is not improbable that this word 
ia of the same origin as u3uj, which signifies " to fill, satisfy, or 
satiate." The sound is nearly t\\e sarav, twA \X\e cWw^e of 

the letters in (he spelling was not. v\uusua\a\i\<vii';!;\WWi?OT<2Wfc, 
and perhaps was here adopted to bWm ftve. Vino. «& Mo\w* <s 



_ satiety to which the term, when thus spelt, referred. Some have 
supposed that the term was derived from 3D, " to go round 

v and round," or " reel," Bnd, therefore, was. adopted to express 
, the movements of a drunkard, hut I shall not stay here to attempt 

^ to settle this point. Whether the word means to "be filled," 
to " reel," or to " guzzle, " can make nothing against teetotal- 
ism, because the salin, or wine of Isaiah, chap. i. 22, must 

_, mean either a driuk which ■was so fascinating that tipplers 

l" guzzled a great deal of it, or else a drugged liquor, which took 
away the senses of those who drank it. But as the wines of 

- Palestine, if fermented, were of necessity very weak, and as 
there was no nlcohol to increase their potency, it is evident 
that " M/ba" was a very different drink from modern wines ; 
and it requires not merely the perverted mind of a drunkard, 

^ but little less than the blasphemy of an infidel to say that a 
God of love ever recommended his creatures to use a beverage 
which was so fai ill to health, intellect, and morals. 

VI. "|DOj metei, is another word used in Scripture, and 
means a " mixed liquor." Now if it was a " mired liquor" it 
wbs no longer the " pure blood of the grape." No one would 
say that our modern adulterated wines are the pure juice of 
the grape, and if ancient wines were mixed, then they were 
■ no longer genuine. In Psalm, lxxv. 9, the wine in the cup of 
Jehovah Is «aid to he " chnmar," " turbid," and " "po (fto, 
meta mesek," '• full of mixture," "and the dregs thereof all 
the wicked shall wring them out and drink them." As this 
wine was " turbid," and had bitter ingredients in it, it is evi- 
dent that the mixture was of a pernicious character, and pro- 
bably alludes to the poisonous cup which was formerly given 
to criminals for the express purpose of destroying them. 
Every one knows that poison was one instrument then employed 
in the execution of malefactors. In Proverbs, ix. '1, wisdom is 
said to have slain her sacrifices and " mingled her wine," but 
it is certain from the religious character of the feast, and the 
benevolent wisdom of the person who prepared the beverage, 
that the juice of the grape was not polluted by poisonous 
drugs. As the wine drunk at Jewish festivals was mixed with 
water, there may here he an allusion to this custom, or if any 
other ingredient, was used we may be sure that it was perfectly 
innoxious. Hence we perceive that this term has nothing in 
it unfavourable to teetotal ism. The mixed wine of Palestine 
was a very different article tVom n\i»Wm ix&KOaflMV?,^wipssw>, 
and, therefore, its use or abuse aft teJerreA \x> \» " 
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afford no assistance to lilt' lovers of strong drink in 

The word of (.lad pronounces a woe upon " the men of strengu 

to miiiyle strong drink." In this passage " mesek" referiM 1 

the nse of poisonous drags by which these strong 

an irito\icating power to their wines. 

VII. The word O'DI?, ausis, is used in the Scriptures for 
" new wine," "sweet wine," and "juice." The root of tin 
word means to " treat/," "tread if men," or " tread 'int." tlii 
noon, therefore, expresses that " which has been trodden ml' 
which is the must from the grape or any other fruit. Ii 
Isaiah, slis. 2ti, it is rendered " sweet wine." In Joel, i. s, 
and in. IS, it- English substitute is "new wine." In Canti- 
cles, viii. 2, our translator* have called it " t.ht- juice of Ih 
pomegranate." We there read of the " spired gughi, <,r «,■ ■ 
of the piim if the -ptit.ti't/rtiiiti/e." This is a very striking r eil 
because it shows, that you could in those days haie a " iim/i*. 
or wine" from the juice of the pomegranate; at ■ 

"wine was spiced." It is highly probable as the He-hier 

letter i', iiyin, when not quiescent or a vowel, sometimes hW 

the sound of//, and asjy andj are convertible letters, that tbt 

Latin word "/"■*,'' and the English term 

derived from this root, and hence in Latin "jus, juri 

has a very different etymology from "jus, juris, rig/: 

again we perceive that there is nothing in ibis word favourable 

to the use of modern part or sherry. " The spiced wine of tit 

juice of the pomegranate" was a very different drink from any 

of out intoxicating liquors. It was perfectly optional with tw 

wine manufacturer of those days, whether or not he wo 

the nusis or juice to ferment ; and considering, that if he did 

ao, his wine was likely to become sour, the high probability 

is, that he used the various means io his power to prevent 

such a process, 

VIII. The word D'~iCw. xhenmrini, in Isaiah, xsv. I>, is ren- 
dered wines on the lees ; but in Psalm, Ixxv. 8 ; Zeph. i, Ijh 
and Jer. slviii. I I, it is translated " dregs." The teem itself 
comes from the root tuts, " to preserve ,-" in Isaiah, therefore, 
it means "preserves" or "preserved wine;" the refining, or 
filtering through, which the prophet says it had passed, prove* 
that in this place the "preserve" was a wine. But as drug* 
were used to prevent fermentation, to render the juice of t& 
grape stupifying, and to preserve the wine from becoming 
sour, the term " shemar" might refer either to wine that 

" 'ieep mid obtain a good nge, or to ftxe ingredients -«\ii£». 



sour, 
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e sometimes used to preserve the liquor from spoiling. It 
worthy of remark that, in Psalm Lv.vv. 8, we have four of 
I Hebrew worda which in other parts of the Scripture are 
idered wine. We have "ymjin, wine," " ekamar, turbid 
" mesek, mixed wine" and " shemar, wine on the lees, 
i." In this Terse the context shows that shemar refers 
(rcgs of the ingredients which had been used to make 
i bitter" cup poisonous or stupefactive. In Jer. xlviii, 11, 
Moab is compared to wine settled on its lees ; and inZeph. i. 
12, the men of Jerusalem are said to he "settled on their lees;" 
very strong metaphors to intimate that neither had heen refined 
team, their wickedness, and yet, that both Moab and Jerusalem 
were nettled or ot ease in sin. Still it is evident that neither 
of these texts tells uh whether or not the dregs or lees were the 
sediment from the wine, or from drugs that had been used to 
preserve it or render it stupe faerive. Thepassugeinlsaiah,xxv. 
6, is a striking contrast from these beeause we are informed 
that the " s/iewmim, fhr prvxerred wine" was weU filtered " or 
refilled." This passage receives a striking illustration from 
Pliny. Speaking of the tipplers of his time he says, " That we 
may take the more wine we break its strength hy the filter." 
His words are " lit pins ciip'uimus vini sneco frani/inms vires." 
And again, " (Itilis-iinitim piiiiiuinnmibussiievii eiribiisfractis." 
"The most useful wine is that which has had nil its strength 
broken by filter." In the notes on the Delphi n edition of 
Horace, Oar. Lib. xi. 6, it is said, " Veteret nempe miistum 
priusquam ferbiiim-l per sitervm tidies colubunt nl defb-cn- 
retur, utqne sic eidemptn quie i-iiu vim alit, augetijue, f(ece, 
liijituliiis, itidieeiHiits, Indus, ire thill/its ri-ilih-lmnt rinum, po- 
tui'piejm-nn/triis." " The ancients filtered their wines repeal- 
ed/!/ he/iire theij i-eudd hare fermented, and thus tile fasces which 
nourishes the strength of the wine being taken away, they 
rendered the wine itself more liquid, weaker, lighter, sweeter, 
and more pleasant to drink." The " faces'' which were hrre 
taken away were no doubt the gluten which, though not known 
at that time by its scientific name, was the active principle of 
fermentation ; and Dr. I' re in bis late Dictionary of the Arte on 
the word "Fermentation," tells us that if the " ylnten or t/enst" 
is removed by flleriny or by any other means caused to subside, 
fermentation will not take place. See then how exactly the 
worda of the prophet and of these naturalists agree. Isaiah 
speaks of "preserved wines well refined or weAL £Ukr&? 
Pliny telia us that winea were tima fi\\tvsi to iastao^ •Omsct 
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strength or spirit, and that the wines which had all Ihrir 
strength, not, mind ye, a part, hut " omnibus viribus all their 
strength hroken hy the fdter were the host winea." The Dd- 
phin commentators add, that this filtering took place before 
they could have fermented ; and Dr. Ure informs us, thil 
when this is done grape juice will not ferment ; hence then 
we learn that the " shemarim," "the wines on the lees, m 
preserved wines well retimed" mentioned by Isaiah, were unftf- 
tnented wines, were wines without any strength or spirit, »nd 
on that account were most esteemed in ancient days uud ealW 
the best and most useful wines. This harmless, nutrition* 
drink, therefore, is the beverage to which God compares tk 
blessings of the Gospel feast. Here again then we lute 
nothing that, is opposed to total abstinenee. Bring us the 
themarim, the iml'cnnonted drink of Isaiah, and no teetotilrt 
will refuse to dritrk it. In this li'pior there was no spirit, ind 
therefore it neither injured the mind, the health, nor the monk 
but as it was highly saccharine, was not merely pleasant tolht 
taste but healthful to the body. 

It is worthy of remark, that the word " saccum" used by 
Pliuy is only another form of the Hebrew PP', zakk or uk 
tiseil by the prophet, the Latin "siiccum" is this dsacc, or snrc, 
with a Latin termination, and both iu Latin, Greek, and Hebrew 
the word signifies to refine or filter. 

Should any suppose that, wines thus filtered would not keep, 
they have only to consult the various methods adopted by lie 
ancients to preserve the juice of the grape from fermenting, 
and they will soon perceive that nothing was more common 
than the custom here alluded to. Indeed the fact of this wine 
being called " skemnrim" or preserved by way of distinction, 
shows that great care had been taken to preserve it in its native 

flinty. God produces the grape juice in a state of perfection, 
tis pleasant, nutritious, and in every respect suited to the con- 
stitution and natural wants of persons living in hot countries. 
Each grape is furnished with its own apparatus and wine 
bottle so scientifically contrived as to preserve its juice froo 
fermenting. To suppose, therefore, that we could improve 
what is already perfect, or that we could better the juice of 
the grape by decomposing it and converting it into a poi- 
son, is one of the most irrational thoughts that can enter > 
human mind, and certainly never can be entertained by anj 
individual whose judgment is not enslaved liy a vitiated apps- 
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E'.. "T2P, sachar, or shackar," "strong drink" is a word 
h very frequently occurs in the sacred volume. The 
ew root signifies " to satisfy" or " give satisfaction," and 
rioiiHly used. ' " To satisfy thirst, or to drink," " to give 
satisfaction For labour," hence "hire or wages" ia one of its 
meanings. "To afford very high satisfaction by presents or 
gifts," consequently in Psalms Ixsii. 10, and in Ezek. .vxv. 15, 
it is rendered by the word, "present, or gift." "To afford 
satisfaction to the heart so as to produce joy," and, therefore, 
it was used for the mirth which Joseph's brethren felt in his 
presence. " They did cat and drink with him and were merry 
with liim." The verb " shuchar" is here rendered " were 
merry" with him. It further signifies " to fill or satiate with 
liquor" and hence the idea of " drunkenness," or of "being 
drenehed with wine or strong drink ;" and also its applica- 
tion to a person who " drinks hard" or is a " drunkard" 
It also means a very "sweet drink," .still retaining the idea of 
■what is saii.st'viiii;, snitatiating or cloying. Every one knows 
that sweets have ibis tendency. It is worthy of remark that 
from this word we have the Arabic " xaccharon," the Greek 
"o-a^n/i," the Latin " aacckarum," the English "saccharine." 
The French " sucre," and our own common word "sugar." 
We have also from the same root the German " zucher," 
the Spanish " awher" the Italian " ziwchero," and the Indian 
"jagkery. xkaykery, or shaykary." 

That this term was formerly applied to sweet substances, we 
have the most indubitable evidence. Dinscorides, thirty-five 
years before Christ, says, " There is a kind of honey called sac- 
charon which ts found in India and Arabia Felix. It lias the 
appearance of salt and i^ brittle when chewed. If devolved in 
water it is benejiria! to tin- howrUnni! 'stmnrteh, is useful in dis- 
eases of the bladder anil kidneys, mirl when sprinkled on the eye 
removes those substances that ohsrure the sight." Galen often 
prescribed it as a medicine. Pliuy says it was produced in 
Arabia and India, but that the best came from the latter 
country. Arrian in his " Periphis" of the Red Sea, mentions 
. it as an article of commerce from India to the Red Sea. These 
authorities sufficiently prove that the settled meaning of sac- 
, char or saccharon was something "sweet." 

We have the best evidence, that sace.har meant a "sweet 
drink." The Arabs call their " date or palm wine" sakar. 
Both Chrysostom and Thcodoret. in BpeaYm™ at " "Ows alio.co.vV ot 
strong drink, mentioned hy Isaia\i, \. \\, ravl wis • ^ , *sassN. 
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that "palm wine" was intended. On the latter teat, Bishop 
Lowth observes, "palm wine is the proper meaning of the 
word -Oi' ;" anil he paraphrases the words " all enjoymenl 
shall cease, tin- sweetest wine shall become bitter to their taste." 
To say " strong drink shall be bitter," destroys the paral- 
lelism which is so striking a trait of Hebrew poetry ; but the 
translation, " tweet drink shall become bitter," preserves the 
rhythm of the original, whieh consists in the harmony, or con- 
trast of ideas, rather than of words. Pliny says, that "the 
whole east used wine from palms," and adds, "that it was mads 
by soaking a modius, a peck and a half of dates, iii three gal- 
lons of water, and afterwards expressing the juice," To this 
day the syrup of the sugar cane in India is called "Joi/hciy," 
in consequence of its sweetness, a term which every etymulo- 
gist knows is of the same origin and signification as shegary, 
saecary or sacchar. Of palm wine Dr. Shaw says, "that it 
has a more luscious sweetness //inn honey." The word " dispM, 
dibs, or dvbesh, from the Hebrew c;3-t, dabesh, /tuviey," is 
applied to the inspissated juice of the palm. 

These facts then prove, that the strong drink nf S-tripture 
was palm wine, and further, that it was a very sweet drink. 
Now science shows, that if it was sweet, the sugar had not 
been decomposed, ami if the sugar had not been decomposed, 
why then, little or no alcohol had been produced, for alcohol 
is produced by tin- decomposition of sugar. Hence too weaee 
a reason, why modern " shacar," or "palm wine.'" contains 
only four per cent, of alcohol, and consequently is not linlf 50 
strong as English cider, and uot one-sixth so strong as tbe 
port wine of the present day. And when it is considereS that 
palm wine is most probably adidtcred in this day of adulterat- 
ing notoriety, it is next to certain, that in ancient times its 
strength was very small indeed, and, perhaps, in moat cases, 
had uot in it a trace of alcohol. 

We do not deny, that shacar, "sweet drink" as well asynyia 
1 ' wine," was often rendered stupefactiveby drugs.but then in thu 
state it is loudly condemned by the word of God in conse- 
quence of its injurious character. It should also be observed, 
that if the Scripture ever allowed the use use of shacar or 
palm wine, yet it is the palm, wine of Scripture that is allowed \ 
and, therefore, to eomfound "the strong drink," the palm. 
wine, or sweet drink of the Jews, as it ought to be called, with 

Kthf brewers' beer, or brandieA wines o£ rio^K&i, dis>nln.v;s no 
ordinary degree of iiiconsiderat\on. \£ ^e -u»i&\.\\sfc svewo^t* 



sweet drink, because it is mentioned in the word of God, by 
all means bring us the exact beverage there referred to, for 
until this is done it is worse than absurd to suppose that 
because God allowed the use of an innocent palm wine, there- 
fore, we ought to drink all the poisonous liquors which any 
knave of the present day may see fit to manufacture. 

X. The word niB'CK. ashisha, is used in Scripture, and is 
rendered by our translators "flagons of wine," but in each 
place the word " wine" is put in italics, showing to the English 
reader, that in the original there was nothing said about urine. 
All who have studied the history of that period must know, 
tliat if it was a flagon of any thing il was as likely to have 
been a "Jtai/on of wafer" as a flagon of wine. For in those 
hot 'countries, such a present would have been very grateful ; 
and as Nabal, ot his sheep-shearing feast, gave the people 
water to drink, although he was an iinmeuseH rich man ; why 
might not David have done lite same ! Indeed it is a question 
whether David had wine enough to give two quarts to each 
person present on the occasion. It is also much queried by 
all who have studied the sacred original, whether there is here 
the least allusion to a wiae vessel. The word ashisha is from 
the Hebrew root HJK, ash, fire, and it is highly probable that 
this term refers to some preparation of grapes made by fire. 
This opinion is confirmed by the Septuagiut translation of 
each passage ill which flagon occurs. Instead of a flagon 
of wine, in 2 Sam. vL 19, the Septnagjnl reads "\uyuvuv aire 
■nrywav." " a sweet, cake from the frying pan ,-" and in 1 Chron. 
rvi. 3, the word " a^opir^i/," " a piece of pur/f/iii//, or cake" is 
used. Gesenius calls this afiofiinji-, " a honey cake." Thus 
both the Hebrew term and the Greek translation intimate lo 
ae, that it was not wine which David distributed to the men 
and women along with the bread and flesh, hut that it was 
some kind of cake or pudding in which dried grapes formed a 
principal ingredient, The term " ashisha," therefore, seems a 
good substitute fur our English words, "plumb cake," or 
" plumb pii'/i/iaff." Every one knows, that this is made from 
raisins or dried grapes, and that fire is essential to dress it. 
Such n present would far better accord with the religious cha- 
racter of the occasion, than to deal out to the people a large 
quantity of wine. Our modern tipplers tell us, that the wines 
of Palestine were as strong as modern port or sherry, and that 
David gave " to every man and every woman, «.ft»sgsQ.,'C«s&Sa 
/wo qnorts of wine, as strong as e.i\^ \itimSiRi -worn >& Sfcss. 
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present day ! ! This was one of the readiest ways to make all 
his subjects drunk, not merely the men hut the teamen ; for 
according to this reasoning " every wdmari* had her two quarts 
of strong wine to chink ! and what is worse the pretext for all 
this drunkenness was the joy that tin- p/oplc iWt at the resto- 
ration of God's ark 1 I ask pardon of our moderation inter- 
preters, the people it seems would have had no joy at all unleei 
David had given them two quarts of wine ! These poor kouIIsbb 
beings, so much resembled the moderns in this particular, 
that they could get joy from nothing but a wine bottle or a 
flagon. Now, though in England people get drunk at Christ- 
mas to show their gratitude for the nativity of the Saviour ; 
and get drunk on Good Friday to prove their thankfulness for 
the atonement ; and get drunk at Easter to express their joy 
at the resurrection of Christ ; and gel drunk at Whitsuntide, 
for days together, to demonstrate their love to God for the out- 
pouring of the spirit; yet though Englishmen aud Euqlisb- 
women take advantage of these holy days to make them- 
scltea worse than beasts, still we have no right to conclude 
that the man after "God's own heart" was thus prophane, 
or that he made the men and women drunk for the purpose 
of enabling them to show their gladness for the restoration of 
the Ark. 

In Hoseo, iii. 1, where this word occurs our version reads 
"flagons of wine," but in the Hebrew the word "grapes," and 
not wine, is used, and, therefore, if it was a flagon of any tiling, 
it was a flagon of grapes ; hut here again the Septuagint trans- 
lates the words by "7r(/j)iaTn ^ein o-™0i8or," "sweet meats wi/h 
raisins," showing that they understood the word " asliisha" to 
refer to some kind of confectionary. In one of the Bnth 
Papers a controversy has been carried on respecting this very 
text, and the opponent of the Teetotalers, who signs himself 
" Delta," professes the deepest reverence for the words of the 
Holy Spirit, but at the same time to show his consistency, 
almost furiously contends for the italic words supplied hv the 
translators! The Holy Spirit used the word "grapes," the 
translators have supplanted it by the word " wine," and this 
devout advocate of intoxicating poisons, and pious admirer of 
the exact words of the Holy Spirit, maintains that the trans- 
lators are right, and, therefore, of course, that the Holy Spirit 
is wrong ! But why this inconsistency and blasphemy 1 Merely 
because the writer loves alcoholic ^iiws, w«\, ftiwftKft, he is 
"'ing to sacrifice even the Bible to \»» wko Ti&aftA \*sMt. 



ANCIENT WINES. 53 - 

The same man has said, that we cannot be Teetotalers for the 
glory of God, in compliance with the injunction of revelation, 
" Whether, therefore, ye eat or di'ink, do all to the glory of 
God;" and his very cogent reason iw, That because Father 
Matthew is a Teetotaler, and Father Matthew is a Papist, and 
forsooth a had man, therefore, no Protestant can be a Teeto- 
taler from a good motive ! Now had this " Delta" lived in 
the days of St. Paid, when the Holy Spirit commanded Chris- 
tiana " to eat and drink to the glory of God," he would, 
doubtless, have confuted such a sentiment by saying, "Nero 
can eat and drink," and as Nero is a bad man, and eats and 
drinks from a bad motive, therefore, no Christian can eat and 
drink from a good motive ! ! This very " Delta" became 
almost frantic at the idea of being stripped of his " incognito," 
and shewn up to the public, and no wonder, the man who 
talks in this way, may well be ashamed of his proper name, 
and wish to conceal himself under some mystified cognomen. 
Gesenius, who is no mean authority on this point, says, that 
"the flagons of grapes" mentioned by the prophet, mean "a 
eaie, or hardened syrup made from grapes, which were offered 
to idols and also used aa refreshments, particularly on a jour- 
ney." In hardening the syrup fire was used, and, therefore, 
the term ashisha was a most appropriate name, and we believe, 
that most readers will attach quite as much importance to thia 
opinion of the learned Gesenius as to the eritieisms of any 
Bath "Delta," especially when the latter betrays such entire 
ignorance of the original language of Holy Writ. 

In Cant. ii. 5, we read, " Stay me with flagons, comfort me 
with apples." The second verse of this couplet may assist in 
explaining the first. It is certain that the apples here men- 
tioned were " citrons" and in the miU'gin of our Bibles instead 
of "comfort," we have ''straw me with citrons." This idea 
may at first seem strange to us, but it was not so in Judea or 
the east. There the shade of the citron was very great, its 
fragraucy very delightful, and it was not unusual, when a guest 
was sitting under one of those delightful trees, for some one 

S resent to shake the branches, and thus cause a shower of its 
elicioua fruit " to strew" the ground. Pococke says, that 
" when he was at Sidon, he was entertained in a garden under 
some apricot trees, and the fruit of them was shaken down 
upon him for his repast." Tliis interpretation exactly agrees 
— ith the context. In verse 3, the hrids sa.^a, " ka tfc*. dwra 
a is among the trees of tlie wooA, so ra mj Viw^ lansswt 
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the sons ; J sat down under his shadow with great delight, end 
kin fruit was su-r.et fa my taste." How exactly the position of 
Pococke and that of the spouse agree. The citron also is said 
to have particular virtues for reviving those who are fainting, 
Ahu'l Fadi says, " Odor ejus exhilarat animum, restttitit. tire*, et 
tpiritum rettaurat," " Its odour exhilarates the mind, re-invi- 
gorates the strength and restores the animal spirits." Rabbi 
Solomon adds concerning the citron, "Est arbor omnium 0111a- 
bilissima, fritr/nni ymis i/iis/ii r/ odore optimum" "It la the 
most lovely and delightful of all trees, bearing fruit whose 
taste and fragrance surpasses all others." 

Here all is beautifully poetical, but how completely the 
whole is marred, if you introduce this young and lovely bride 
asking for "Jlagotu of wine." A flagon was a large vessel, 
holding two quarts, she does not ask to he stayed with a flagon, 
but with jtagont, intimating that she wanted a gallon or two ! 
Then our modern moderation people intimate, that the wine 
drunk at that time was as strong a.s modern port anil sherry. 
Now we consider a man who can "drink a flagon, or upwards of 
two bottles, of wine to he a downright toper, hut what should 
we think of a young bride were we to hear her ask to be 
" stayed" to have her thirst for strong drink gratified by 
being allowed to drink gallons of port and sherry at a stretch? 
It is very remarkable, but our moderation gentlemen and ladies 
think nothing about poetry, piety, or propriety when their appe- 
tite for wine is in the way; hence the poetry of this beautiful text 
is destroyed, and the piety anil propriety of this lovely bride 
sacrificed, and instead of the delightful scene presented by the 
word of God, we have a vulgar woman placed before us express- 
ing the greatest anxiety on her marriage day to bo allowed to 
drink herself rolling drunk ! What is there in the whole cata- 
logue of ignorance and depravity which the moderate love of 
wine cannot effect? 

How much more iu accordance with a correct taste and 
sound criticism is the translation of this verse adopted by the 
Septuagiut, " Stay me with nupms, perfumes," or rather as a 
corrected manuscript reads, " Stay me with afoipoa, sweet 
cakes, strew me with citrons, for I am fainting or overpowered 
with love." In this translation every thing is in character, 
and perfectly oriental and poetic. Sweet cakes and fruits 
were common in those days, especially at marriage festivals, 
and as affording a delightfully reviving Ttfonat rough! with the 
greatest propriety be demanded by tbia wraj\mia. 
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Hence then this term asklsha, which has been made 
of by our opponents does not yield the least shadow of suppi 
to our modern abettors of port, sherry, and ale. 

XI. " yen, rhmiift.t" viiu^iir, is a term used in the Scrip- 
ture to express one of the drinks of antiquity. This word evi- 
dently means 'what, is sour, and in the Bible refers either to 
fermented bread or 1'cnnen ted wine. In Exod. xii. ]."i; tin, 
3, 4, it means leavened or fermented bread. In Num. vi. 3 .; 
Ruth. ii. 14; Prov. x. 26, xsv. 20; Psalm Lax, 22, it is 
translated vinegar. The Jews were to put all " ehomete, 
leaven," out of their houses. And they were to "eat" no 
*' chomets, or leavened bread." The Nazaritc was to "drink"' 
no " chomets gin," or " rhmuefs sharttr," "vinegar of wine, or 
vinegar of strong drink." Boaz exhorted Ruth to dip her 
morsel in the " chrnaetx or rinegar." In the Psalms we read, 
" They gave me also gall for my meat, and in my thirst they 
gave me, chomets, vinegar to drink." Solomon speaks of the 
unpleasant effect of " chomets, or vinegar on the teeth," and 
of the effervescence that takes place when " chomets, or vine- 
gar" is poured "upon nitre." Prom these passages we per- 
ceive, that " chomets" was sometimes eaten and sometimes 
drunk ; and we also learn that it was sour. This hitter minlitv 
is evident both from its effects upon the teeth and upon nitre, 
and aiso from the well known acceptation of the word among 
Jews down to the present day. Nor is there any mystery 
about the fact that it was applied to fermented bread and fer- 
mented wine, the leaven, or ferment, of those days was a small 
portion of the dough, which, onheingput by, soon became sour. 
This leaven, or sour dough, was deposited in the flour which 
they mixed up for hnking, and soon leavened the whole lump. 
It is probable, that the bread thus manufactured was rather 
sour, as we find to be case with the oat cake of the north, 
which is always fermented bj a small residuum of the mixed 
oatmeal left from the former baking. 

Vinegar is " vin aigre," or sour wine, and "chomets" applied 
to drink, is a sour beverage. The grapes of Judea were very 
sweet, and the country was very hot, and, therefore, if they 
allowed the juice of the grape to ferment, it became " chomets, 
or vinegar." Cidermadc from sweet apples will not keep, but 
soon turns acid. On a very little increase of temperature, 
even in our cold climate, sweet cider will become sour; how 
much sooner then must this have occ\vted\\\acwvaw^ *&<tor«. 
- Palestine, and where the grapes \?exe eo csssrSbs% *?**«* 
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It is nest to certain, that there the vinous fermentation wii 
almost instantly followed hy the acetous. Indeed we know, 
that in England, at the present time, very great care is neces- 
sary to keep our beer and cider from turning acid, and if this 
is the case in a scientific age and a cool country, how much 
more difficult muat it have been in an unscientific a^e, and in 
a very warm climate, to have prevented the acetous feruieuu- 
(ion. But it is worthy of remark, that in such districts sonr 
drinks were not disliked. The Roman soldiers drank a species 
of vinegar. Cato's receipt for "family wine" is, "put eighty 
gallons of must into a vessel, and sixteen gallons of sharp 
vinegar ; pour into the vessel at the same time sixteen gallon* 
of sapa, (wine boiled down to one-third,) and four hundred 
gallons of pure water; let these be well mixed for five days 
successively; to these liquors add eight gallons of old set, 
water ; put the cover on the vessel and close it up firmly for 
ten days. This will keep until the solstice of the following 
year, and if any of it remains after that period it will be very 
acid and very beautiful." This is Cato's "vinum fnmi/irr," 
which he tells us was distributed to the rustics of his day in 
certain proportions according to the season of the year. The 
history of Ruth shown, that a drink of tlris kind was used by 
the reapers of Boaz. And there was not a little wisdom 
displayed in adopting this as a harvest drink, or as a liquid 
into which they dipped their bread. It neither produced 
heat nor was there any danger of their drinking too much, 
while at the same time it was most refreshing to those who 
were thirsty. 

It was a liquor of this kind which was given to our Lord on 
the cross, arid was very refreshing to his parched lips. The 
" irhie mingli-i! ti'ilh myrrh," or rendered Miipil'ying by drugs, 
he would not drink, but he gratefully received the vinegar. 

In the present day sour drinks are not unusual. In east- 
ern countries sour milk is a common beverage. In France 
many of the wines in general use are sour ; and in England n 
very large portion of the beer and eider drunk by labourers IB 
very acid. But these sour drinks are not strong, because 
acetous fermentation neutralizes the vinous, ami consequently 
destroys a large quantity of the alcohol. In Palestine these 
drinks must have been very sweet, because the sweeter & 
wine is, the more acid it will become ; and, therefore, if ft 
iweet wine must of necessity be weak hecauae to* au^ 
been decomposed and converted int» t&coVoX, 
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average, if allowed to undergo the acetous fermentation, must 

it only be very sour, but nearly, if not entirely, free from 

• intoxicating quality. The ('act concerning the reapers 

g this kind of liquor in the timeof Boaz, shows, that a soiir 

in common use in Judea, and, therefore, that in 

s days, nothing like our common port and sherry was 

a commonly drunk. All our opponents seem to take it for 

uited, that the wine of Scripture resembled port and sherry, 

t only think what poor labourers, the reapers of Boaz, would 

ive made if he had dealt out to them flagon after flagon of 

h inflammable poisons. 

Both the words of Gato and the phraseology of Scripture 

prove, that this beverage was called mine. Cato expressly 

terms it " mmim fumilia" "wine for 'the family;" while in 

Numbers, vi. 3, it. is termed, " vinegar of vine., ami vinegar of 

strong drink," or rather " sour wine, andiour ahaear," Cho- 

mets, was, therefore, a wine used from the time of Boaz to 

that, of our Lord, and yet this drink was perfectly harmless 

and bore no resemblance to the strong intoxicating liquors of 

our day. Cato in making it prescribe four hundred gallons 

of water to eighty gallons of must, or that the water should 

exceed the juice of the grape \\s jire to one. 

From this examination of the different words used in the 
sacred volume to designate wine, it must he evident to every 
reflecting mind, that from the terms themselves uo argument 
whatever can he derived in favour either of modern wines or 
modern drinking usages. The Teetotal controversy has done 
much to expose the superficial character of the knowledge and 
learning of the present day. Ignorance of science, history, 
and criticism, blended with selfishness and love for sensual 
gratification, and a reckless disregard of the bodily, mental, 
and moral degradation of the thousands whom strong drinks 
are daily slaying, form the chief el laraet eristics of too many 
who ought to know and feel better than array themselves 
against total abstinence societies. God in his word has most 
emphatically sanctioned total abstinence in ct'eiy case in which 
he either provided food for the people himself, or has spoken 
of diet as connected with bodily strength or sanctity of cha- 
racter ; nor can a single text be advanced to show, that in any 
instance he has commended a fermented or alcoholic wine. The 
preceeding pages have shown, that the words of Scripture 
afford not the least support to the argument from ancient w' 
adopted by n&fi-tcctotalcrs. 
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The wines of Scripture are sometimes designated from the 
countries in which they were produced, the drugs with which 
they were mixed, and various other circumstances. 

The wines of old were for the most part made in the vine- 
yard, hence the Scriptures, when describing the laying out uf 
a vineyard, generally speak of the " digging of tile wine-press," 
or as Bishop Lowth renders Isaiah, v. 2, "tlie hewing out of 
the lake ;" from this circumstance, the wines would, in 
many cases, receive their names from the place in which 
the vine grew. Among the Greeks and Romans this was a 
general occurrence, heuce we read of Chian, Lesbian, Faler- 
nian, and various other wines. It appears from Columella 
and Pliny, that the vine, and consequently the grapes and the 
wine, very much varied ; and in deciding the quality of a 
wine, they took into consideration the temperature of the 
country in which the grape was ripened; the nature of the 
vine, the qualities of the soil, whether marshy, sandy, or dry, 
the quarter of the heaven towards which the vineyard opened, 
its position, whether on a hill, in a vale, or among other trees, 
and whether it was trained to a pole, another tree, or idong 
the rock. The mode of manufacturing also produced a. differ- 
ence in the beverage. Perhaps there were hardly any two 
countries, or even farms which adopted the same method. 
Consequently the wines were very various. Virgil tells us, 
that it was impossible to enumerate the different kinds of wine 
in his day. 

" Sed nequc qunrn multic species, nee nomina qutc ant, 
Est nunierus : iieiiiit' enim iimucro com[>rehendere refert. 
Quern qui spin; velit, I.; I'iei vcltt iequoris idem 
Discere (|iiani niiiltni Kqiliiro turljentui arenas; 
•4ut nbi imvigiis violentiiir iric'ulit Eunis l 

.Vojje, quot louii veuiant ad tittrn fluWia." — litoa.. \3Si.*i. 
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Here tlie poet intimates, that to count the species and names 
of the wines of his day woidd be as hopeless a task as to number 
the sands of the Lybian shore blown about by the west wind, or 
the waves of the Ionian Sen rolled to the coast by the violence 
of Eurus. Columella tells us, that this declaration of the poet 
was not an exaggeration, because it was next to impossible to 
name or describe the wines ul'that day. Pliny speaks of this 
multitude of wines as a fact well known at that period ; and 
I allude to it here not only for the purpose of showing that 
the wines of Judea must have been of various kinds, but also 
to remind those who make modern wines a test by which to 
decide the character of ancient beverages, that they adopt n 
most uncertain standard. It is not only probable, hut certain, 
that among all the wines of Judea. Greece, or Rome there was 
not one which resembled the port and sherry in present use, 
and consequently the Scriptures can no where direct us to 
drink such vile poisons, nor in any text commend them, seeing 
in those days such trash was not in existence. 

I. The two principal wines spoken of in the word of God, 
are the wine of Lebanon and the wine of Helhon. The wine 
of Lebanon appears to have been much esteemed. The pro- 
phet Hosca speaking of the renown of the church says, " The 
odour thereof shall be as the odour of the wine of Lebanon." 
The word rendered odour, or scent, is literally " memorial," 
and means, that as be who bad once tasted the wine of Leba- 
non would not soon forget that delightful beverage, so the 
reputation of the church should be long remembered. This 
allusion, therefore, shows that the wine of Lebanon was in 
great repute. A French traveller, La Roque, speaking of it 
Bays, " It would be difficult to fiud auy other wine more deli- 
cious than that which was presented to us, and which made us 
conclude that the reputation of the wine of Lebanon, of which 
the prophet speaks, was well founded." Mr. Buckingham 
says, that " this at the present day is a boiled wine made of 
grapes as large as plums." 

The wine of Helbon, the same author assures us, is a " rich 
sweet wine." The name Helium signifies "sweat, or fat" 
This wine Ezekiel tells us was of much repute in the market 
of Tyre, and probably is the same that formerly was imported 
into England under the name of " wine of Tyre." 

Now there are several things evident concerning these wines, 
"ey were boiled, were thick, and sweet. These facts are 

tSaent to show that they were &«. fcrmsK&a.&.. "t«*. wsssss*. 
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thicken, by boiling, a fermented wine, because fermenta- 
tion baa decomposed the sugar, and, therefore, there U no 
saccharine matter to concentrate into a syrup. I have 
boded fermented wines for boms, but could never make them 
thick. The sugar had been converted into spirit, and this 
flew off in the boding, and the water followed in the form of 
steam, and what remained at tlie bottom was more like bird- 
lime than a syrup, and the quantity was not only small but 
almost destitute of any saccharine quality ; certain it is, that 
no one would like to transmit tin.- residuum into his stomach, 

A late writer has stated, that "there is three times more 
itonrixhrnent in a stnijle gritin of row than there is in a glass 
of port wine." It is easy for any oue who wishes to try the 
experiment, to evaporate his glass of wine oyer the fire, 
instead of drinking it. The sediment remaining after the 

lirit and water arc evolved will not be more than could stand 
sixpence, and the amount of nutriment in this lilrliv 
t must be small indeed. If our wine bibbers, instead of 
drinking wine, would only make experiments upon it, and 
which, ty the by, would be the more intelligent use of the two, 
they would all soon become Teetotalers. Sueh experiments 
would show that you cannot boil a fermented wine into a syrup. 

But the wines of Lebanon were not only thick but sweet, 
this again proves that they were not fermented. If they bad 
fermented previous to boiling the sugar would have been des- 
troyed, and boiling them would have made them sour; and if 
they had f'crinoutcil ai'ler bulling; fermentation would have 
destroyed their sugar and consequently their sweetness. I 
have boiled fermented wines, but instead of becoming thick 
and sweet they have become intolerably acid. Besides if they 
fermented after boiling, not only would their sweetness, but 
I heir thickness or gravity he destroyed.. I have shown " that 
wort of forty ponn'/s weight will he reduced to ten in a feu 
hours lit/ the. (tth'iiiiittint/ pror-ess of fermentation." If then the 
wines of Lebanon and Ileibon were thick and street, they could 
not be strong, and, therefore, bore no resemblance to the 
popular wines of England at the present time. 

The custom of boiling down (lit- juice of the grape was not 

confined to the Hebrews. The Greeks had their "Eifa)ia' and 

lifiaiup. The former, hepsema, derives its name from r^am, 

to boil, and meant a wine which hail been boiled down to one 

one third of its original consistence. Stomas, wo are 

wns " clefrutum, sapa, vimtm novum. Aecoc\.\un-r " 4a- 
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frutum, sapa, 7iew wine sodden." Pliny tells us, that the 
defruturn ami sapa of the Romans answered to the hepsenia 
of the Greeks. His words, Lib. 14, cap. 9, arc " Nam sireeum 
quod alii hepsema, nostri supain appellant, ingenii, non naturae 
opus est. Musto usque ad tertiam partem mensune decocto ; 
quod ubi factum ad dimidiant, detVutum voeainus." "For 
sineitm, which some call hepseiua, hut the Roman sapa is the 
produce of art not of nature ; the must being boiled down to 
one-third. When it is boiled duwn to one-half we call it 
' defruturn.' " These beverages, the same author tells us, were 
sweet, and were called wines. 

I cannot illustrate the character of these wines better than 
by giving the following quotation from Michael Donovan, 
professor of chemistry. "Must," or grape juice, "unless as 
liquid as water will not ferment, and if wine after evaporation 
leaves any residuum sweet and agreeable to the taste, it is 
proof that any degree of fermentation to which it had heen 
subject must have been trivial;* Besides it is an opinion main- 
tained hy respectable authorities ; that hailing down any street 
vegetable juke lias a teiidcnry to lessen it* xitsrcptibility of fer- 
mentation. Newman says, " It is observable, that whensweei 
juices are boiled clown to a thick consistence, they not only do 
not ferment in that state, hut are not easily brought into fer- 
mentation when diluted with as much water as they had lost in 
the ecti/i'ira/itni or even tritli the cry im.liridn.al water that had 
exhaled from them." From these voii.-ioVrahimsit is probable 
that the qualities for which the Romans and Greeks valued 
their wines were very ililierent from those sought after in the 
present day, and that they contained " much saccharine matter 
and Utile alcohol." Dom. Econ. pp. 24, 25. 

Hence then we may safely conclude that the far famed 
wines of Lebanon and Hellion were not charged with spirits 
ofwiuc. In those countries, in which the grapes were bo 
sweet and the temperature su high, the vinous fermentation 
would soon have passed into the acetous, and, therefore, to 
preserve the juice in its pure state, they evaporated the water 
and concentrated the sugar, and thus produced a thick deli- 
cious wine, which they drank diluted with water, and which 
was nutrieious but not intoxicating. 

Should any object to the Bweetness of tlie.se liquors, it should 
be observed, that sweet wines in those dayB were popular. 
Nehcmiah says, " Eat the fat and drink the sweet." Isaiah 
speaks of it as a curse, that ' 
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bitter." The disciples were said to have been fdled with 
mi, aweet, not new wine. And the poets always speak o 
Gods as drinking "nectar" or a wine sweet as honey, shewing 
that in their estimation a saccharine and not an alcoholic 
wine was considered the best. Arid there is something very 
natural in tins. All persons whose stomachs have not been 
poisoned, and whose tastes have not been vitiated with alco- 
hol, are fond of sweets. When children, we were all pleased 
with sweet drinks, and should always have preserved the sunt 
taste liad we not been corrupted by intoxicating liquors, It 
should also be observed, that sugar does not disagree will 
teetotalers. It may make those bilious who drink strong 
liquors, because every one of these have diseased stomachs 
and livers, but he who practices total abstinence is freed from 
these diseases, and can enjoy this bounty of providence. 

But we are not to suppose that the ancients drank these 
sweet wines without dilution. Homer says, that the Marc- 
nean wine was "mixed with twenty purls water."' Pliny, 
after quoting this sentiment from Homer, adds, that in tu 
time, when men became greater drinkers, "it was diluted 
with eight porta writer." It appears that afterwards one part 
wine and jive parts water was considered the more orthodox 
drink. Now these facts show, that the taste of the ancients 
as well as their wine was very different from ours. What 
modern would think of mixing port or sherry with five, eight, 
or twenty parts water ? What insipid stuff even our strong 
wines would become if thus diluted. But if we suppose that the 
wines were very sweet, and often very aromatic with drugs, thea 
all is plain. We know that some of these wines were so thick 
that it was necessary to scrape them from their casks. Aris- 
totle tells us, that this was the case with the wines of Arcadia. 
It is probable that some of these were nearly as much concen- 
trated as our modern damson cheese, and other preserves, any 
of which dissolved in water will make a very pleasant drink. 
The Greeks and RomanB then diluted their wines. This cus- 
tom also prevailad among the Jews, at their feasts they drank 
wine and water. In one text we read, as an expression of 
reproach "thy wine is mixed with water," but then this refen 
to water as employed in the manufacture, or mixed with it in 
the cask, and not to water as used with it when it was drunk. 
Of course, in speaking of the dilution of wines with water, we 
chiefly refer to those which had been boiled and thickened 
into syrups, t/ie sweet wines whkYi \\bA \icea 
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out this process might be drunk without the addition of any 

II. In the Acts of the ApoBtlca we read of a wine called 
*' yXeutor," sweet wine. It was said by some who mocked 
at the outpouring of the spirit upou the apostles, "These men 
are filled with yXn/Koc, tweet wine." It is a query whether 
at the Pentecost the vintage was sufficiently forward to supply 
the people with new wine ; it is, therefore, better, as y\ivxos 
means eweet, to use the terms "sweet wine;" for although 
there may have been little or no new wine, there was doubtless 
plenty of sweet wine. This wine demands some consideration 
because there were two kinds, the one perfectly harmless, and 
the other rendered intoxicating by drugs. To establish this 
fact we have abundance of evidence. 

1 . Gleukos, or sweet wine is a term applied to the juice of 
the grape before it had fermented and become sour. " rWW 
is "mitstum, vinum, et succus dulcia ;" " must, wine, and sweet 
juice." Suidas calls it, " ro arruuraXayjia njt irrarjmlujs irpur 

nanjaSij," "the wine that dropped from the grape before it 
was trodden." Hesyehius says, that "rx™ni[," is "yX™f«, 
WW, tifniiia." " Sweel juice, trim, sodden wine." " rkevnv," 
is said to he "genus viui, quotlhitnkilR'iluv patmuK," "a kind 
of mine which the Latins call passum." Pliny calls this kind 
of wine Protropuui ; he says that it is "mustum quod sponte 
profhiit antequam uvbs calcentur ;** "the must which flows 
from the grapes before they have been trodden." Mr. Buck- 
ingham tells us that be drank at Smyrna this very kind of 
beverage, called by the people of that country, "The drop- 
pings of the wine press or virgin wine." He says, that "it 
was very delirious." Polyhius informs us, that " Roman 
females were forbidden to drink wine in general, but t lint thev 
drank a ijine which was called passum, which waa made from 
dried grapes or raisins. This was a drink which very much 
resembled iEgosthenian, and Cretan, -yXevinu, or sweet wine 
which was used for the purpose of allaying the thirst." This 
passage shows, that. yXo.'*™ often meant an uni'ermented drink, 
for Roman ladies were allowed to drink it although they were 
not allowed to drink intoxicating liquors. This liquor is called 
wine, it was sweet, and would allay thirst, consequently it 
was not alcoholic, Aristotle speaking of this wine calls it "ou-os 
ffo (ifK yXvKtn," " sweet wine," and adds respecting it " 8m «u 
ou fitDviricti," " wherefore it does not intoxicate," Columella 
has given us a receipt for mailing liu&Vxm. \M.\X».Xl,t. 
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9, he Bays, " Quemadmodum nvistum semper Juice 

permanent, fyc." "That your grape juice may always 
1 aa aweet as when first pressed from the fruit, thus 
proceed : before you apply the press to the fruit, take (be 
newest must from the lake, put it into a new amphora, bung 
it up, and cover it very carefully with pitch lest any water 
should enter, then immerse it. in a eisteru or pond of pure cold 
water, and allow no part of the amphora to remain above Ui( 
surface. After forty days take it out and it will remain sieect 
for a year," Here then is a receipt for preserving the juice of 
the grape from fermentation, written about the time of our 
Lord. I have myself, some little time ago, kept the juice of 
the grape for six monthB in water, and during that time there 
was no sign of its fermenting, and yet the vine very greatly 
improved by keening. Pliny speaking of this wine says, that 
the Greeks called it " aiyKcvKt ;," " aii/leuees semper dalre," 
" always sweet ." He adds, "Id evenit cura," " That wine 
was made with care." "Ergo mergunt e lacu jirotinua in 
aqua eados dunce lnuiiia Iransesit, el eunsuetudo liat algeudi." 
"Therefore they immerse I be casks in water immediately after 
they have filled them from the wine press, and allow them to 
remain there until the winter has passed away, and the wine 
has acquired the habit of being cold." The same author tells 
that Albanian wine was "pr&dulces," "very sweet or 
This wine could not have fermented, yet the third 
allotted it among the Roman wines. He adds, that 
there was a Spanish wine of his day called "inert.iculam, jus- 
tins sohriam, virihus innoviam, siquidem temulentiam non tola 
facit." "A wine which was destitute of spirit, more properly 
termed a sober wine, perfectly harmlesB, and which of itself 
did not produce intoxication." This latter clause is very stiwag 
because it shows that there were wines in those days which 
would not produce inebriety. Columella speaking of this 
very wine, Lib. in. c. 2, says, that the Greeks called it, " Ame- 
thyston, from "a," not " pefWtc, intoxication" the name 
intimating that it was a wine which would not intoxicate. 
He adds, that it was a "good mine," "harmless," that it would 
" not affect the nerves, and yet was not deficient in flavour." 
opponents constantly maintain that there were no iuno- 
wines of old, and that ever) - good wine must mean a strong 
1 ; but here we have writers who lived at the time of our 
I, assigning a high rank to wines which would not intos- 
and calling those wines "good urines 
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stronger than this to show that there were unfermentcd wines 
in the times of our Lord could not be introduced. 

Many others of the Greek and Roman winu were equally 
sweet and harmless. The Chian wine was so sweet that it 
was called nectar. This was a popular nine at Rome. It 
was used to sweeten their hitter drugged villi's ; especially 
Falerman, which Pliny says was the " only wine of his day 
vhieh irtiidtl ohm." Yet this was drugged, for Juvenal calk 
it " vihuih amanai), hitter mine." When this was drunk they 
mixed it with Cliian to render it sweet and palatable. The 
Lesbian wine was very popidar, yet it was unintoxicating. 
Horace calls it "innocent Lesbian," 
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is i toe ul a Lesbii 
Lucca siibumtini! ncc Semcliua 
Cuni miirtii cutifumlct Tin uncus 
Praia." 



In another ode Horace tells his friend Macienas that he 
might drink a hundred glasses of this "innocent Lesbian" 
without any danger to his health or reason. The Delphin 
nates on this passage say, "Lesbian wine could injure no 
one; as it would neither affect the head nor inflame the pas- 
sions, there was no fear that those who drank it would become 
quarrelsome." And again, "There is no wine sweeter than 
Lesbian, it is like nectar, and more resembles ambrosia than 
wine, it is perfectly harmless and will not produce intoxica- 

The wines of Coreyra, Crete, Cnidos, and Rhodes were all 
sweet. The Tlmsiaii, Mciidean, Clazomenian, and Phaanian 
were also deliriously sweet. Uoth Pliny and Varro mention 
a wine called Murrina, " a wine not mixed with myrrh, and 
which was very sweet, very aromatic, much esteemed by the 
Roman ladies and conceded to them, because it would not 
intoxicate." " Dulcis nee inebrians," " sweet not intoxicating," 
are the words of Varro. Pliny says, that it was perfumed 
with myrrh, but it does appear to have been mixed with that 
drug so as to become bitter and intoxicating. It received the 
odour but uot the disagreeable taste, and thus delighted the 
olfactory nerves without insulting the palate. 

I could add to this catalogue of sweet uuintoxicatiug wines, 
but I have advanced sufficient proofs to show that many of 
the sweet wines of old were not fermented. 
2. Several of the sweet wines of antXcpuX^ ■«cia stasyS^Nw?,-, 
not indeed from alcohol but from drags. Whssss ffi\i» , S^' 
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Lib. vi. 258, speaks of a beverage which was, "/*fXu)8™ on™," 
" wine sweet as honey" and nt the same time very stupefying. 
Hector's mother finding her son almost worn out with tlis 
cares of the war, entreats him to offer a libation of this wine 
to the gods and then drink of it himself; but the warrior 
replies, " Venerable mother bring mc not the wine sweet as 
honey, lest thou enervate my limbs, ami destroy my courage 
and valour." Here we have three important truths : 1. The 
wine was " stveet as /wwey," anil, therefore, was not fermented, 
2. It produced forget fulness and langour, and consequently 

»was drugged, yet such ingredients were used as did not destroy 
the sweetness of the wine. 3. Wine wrb not then in general 
use, otherwise the commander of the Trojans would not haw 
refused it. What military man at the present day refuses 
wine ? Yet Hector refused the wine of his day as a drink fatal 
to courage. And if the leader of the Trojans adopted total 
abstinence as the stimulant to valour, we may be sure that he 
did not serve his troops with a liquor which would have made 
them all cowards. 

In the ninth book of the Odyssey, the same poet, speaking 
of the Maronaian wine, says it was : 



" HnW, aKqpaawv, Btviv jtotov. — 
" UaBUUUUI, umlccaying, and divine. 
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And again. 



Ev SemiE ffmXyeras, v&aros ava tmorrt fitrpa 
Xrj. o&firj 8" TjSita awo Kptjnjpos odajfiet 
etTTcr^." 208. 

" Into a bow] wo punrcil [lie honied wine, 
Nectar it teemed, fit for the powers divine ; 
Water, to lirf:ihi-fvhl, 1 1 1 1 ■ jmruie beverage ssked, 
And heavenly odours, breathed the scented cask." 

These extracts are sufficient to show, that there were wines 
exceeding sweet, and at the same time drugged and probably 
very exhilarating and itupefactive. It is worthy of remark, 
that a little before Homer uttered these words, Solomon had 
published sentiments of similar import. 

" It is not far kings, Lemuel, 
It is not for kings to drink -sine, 

Nor for princes sweet drink, 

Lest they drink anil forget the \*w 

And pervert the judgment ot al\ iue ow«k4. 
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Give sweet drink In the !an pushing 
Anfl wine to embittered sunk; 
Let tli^m drink anil forget their bitterness, 
And remember their anguish no more." 



j As the wines of Palestine were sweet, and as the shncar 
.-J tliat day was particularly bo, it is evident that they eouhl not 
I be auificieritly strong with alcohol to produce the stupefaction 
r| he referred to. The soporific and oblivious qualities here 
■ought, must have Sprung from drags. When wo consider 
tlie intercourse that in those days was earned on between Asia 
Minor and Palestine, we have n sufficient reason for the simi- 
larity of the drink refused by Hector and prohibited by 
Solomon. 

I have advanced these facts respecting the tweet fines of 
nntiquity to show, that the sweet wine referred to by the 
the mockers on the day of Pentecost, may or may not have 
been an intoxicating drink, seeing both those kinds of liquors 
were at that period iu Judea. There was the sweet juice fil- 
tered, and preserved iu the new bottles from fermenting ; and 
the sweet wine, which was manufactured by boiling down the 
must uutd the sugar was concentrated. This was not fer- 
mented wine : for Dr. Ure (see Diet.) says, that " saccharine 
solutions, when too much concentrated, will not ferment." 
There was also at that period the very sweet palm-wine of 
Judea ; and besides each of these liquors, there were their 
sweet wines, so drugged as to produce siujieiuetioa. It is 
probable that these muck lis concluded that Peter and his 
brethren had been drinking of the latter j though, when we 
consider that the magnitude of the miracle had overpowered 
theBe sceptics, and rendered them so stupid as to talk of sweet 
wine teaching ignorant men to speak fluently nearly twenty 
different languages and dialects, it must be very uncertain what 
kind of drink they meant. One thing, however, is certain — 
that from this narrative no argument ean be adduced to sanc- 
tion the quailing of modern port, and sherry. The man who 
would bring forward ibis part of the New Testament history 
against Tcetntulistii, would talk as incoherently as these Pente- 
costal unbelievers. We bare no wine like theirs, and they had 
no wine like ours ; and therefore, if commanded to drink the 
wine which was supposed to have made St. Peter drank, and 
taught him to speak twenty languages, we could not comply 
with the injunction for want of the identical beverage. 
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III. The wines of antiquity were often very much drugged. 
Sometimes the ingredients used were perfectly ii 
merely gave to the liquor a spicy or aromatic flavour or smell; 
sometimes the drugs were medicinal ; sometimes very stupe- 
factive; and not (infrequently poisonous and deadly. Of these 
facta we have the most abundant evidence. In the Odyssey, 
Homer describes the Trainman wine which Circe administered 
to her guests, as thus mingled with poisons. 

" On thrones (round, «;ili downy Boveringi graced, 
Willi geinblame fair, the unhappy men she placed. 
Milk newly pressed, the sacred Hour of wheat, 
And honey fre-li. ami I'raauiian wines the treat. 
But venoiued WM the bread, and mLred the bawl 
With drags nf fiiri-i- In darken all the soul. 
Soon in the luscious feast themselves they lost, 
And drank oblhsuN .>f ll«-ir native coast. 
Instant, her circling wand the goddess naves, 
To hogs transform* dn-n. and the sty receives. 
No more was seen the human form iliviue, 
Head, face, ami members bristle into swine. 
Meanwhile the goddess in disdain bestows 
The must and acorn, brnial tYnul I and strows 
The fruits of (.'urnel, a^> their fond, around, 
Now prone and grovelling, on the unsavoury ground." 

Odysb. b. i. 21 

Had the poet been Acquainted with all the tricks, depravity, 
and awful transformations of character connected with modem 
drinking, he could not have more graphically described the 
effects of drunkenness. Many of our drunkeries are, in ap- 
pearance, palaces : in them, human beings are changed from 
rational immortals into swine, anil then are despised and 
acouted by the very wretches who fatten and enrich themselves 
by their degradation. But the design of quoting the passage 
here is to show, that in Homer's day wines were rendered 
intoxicating by drugs. In the 4th hook of the Odyssey, verse 
220, Helen ia introduced as preparing wine for Telernachus 
and his companions, and which, by t lie use of various ingre- 
dients, she rendered soothing and stnpifying. Some of the 
delirious dm if 9 which she used were 

" Nfom&tt T ayoAon-f, kokov «nXi;0ov 

" Grief assuaging, rwje allaying, and oblnrioua antidote 
very Aindef misfortune? 
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'■ Meanwhile, vvitli jtciiial joy to warm tlie soul, 
Bright Helen mixed a mirtli inspiring howl. 
Tempered with (Imp of suvcreif!" power to assuage 
Tbe lmilinij bosom of tumultuous rage, 
To clear the clouded from, of crinkled care, 
And dry the tearful sluices of despair. 
Charmed with tli.ii ui( i Li. i is draught, the exalted mind 
All sense of woe delivers to tbe wind : 
Though on itu' lilii/inf: pile Ills parents lay, 

I ■: .:. '..■. .:■,.:■.■ ■;. ..,.:.. ,;■.-, .,. . . 

(Ir iliu'lisi'i -i.ii, o|i|iri:s>oi] nirli rntHa.li force, 

Fell breathless at his feet, a mangled enrse : 

From morn to eve, impassive and serene, 

The man, entranced, would view tin.- deatlvful scene. 

Tlii:sp [Inijrs, .-.o friendly to the joys of life, 

Bright Helen learned from Tlnuic'ii imperial wife, 

Wlio muljciI tin-- sceptre "-licit prolific Nile 

With various simpIcE clothes die fattened soil 

Willi \i |!i...|im:iiii- lii.rl.ii-,.- niin-il. t in* iliviull'nl Ijnne 

Of vegetable venom taints the plain." 
These passages show us that these drugs were very potent, and 
that their use was of great antiquity, seeing Helen had derived 
her knowledge id' their intoxicating qualities from Egypt. 

We have the best of evidence that tliis custom prevailed in 
Judea. In Psalm lx. 5, God is said to have made his people 
drink "the wine of astonishment ." The root of the term here 
rendered "astonishment," is Sjp, and is translated in other 
places by the term, "trembling." Gcsemus interprets it by 
the term " giddiness, intoxication;" Bishop Lowth uses the 
term "stupelVu-timi ;" Prirk burst adopts the words " agitation, 
vertigo, giddiness," and derives from it our English terms 
reel, roll, and rill. " The wine of astonishment," therefore, 
meant a wine which stupified those who drank it, so that they 
trembled, or were greatly agitated. But this wine was a 
a drugged wine. The grapes of Palestine were too tweet, and 
the country was too hot to have produced a fermented wine of 
such potency that those who drank it would be astonished, or 
stupified, Every chemist knows that a sweet wine, unless 
drugged, would not produce such an effect. 

But we are ;left to no conjecture on this subject. Isaiah, 
chap. li. 17, 22, says, "0 Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the 
hand of the Lord the cup of his fury ; thou hast drunken the 
dregs of the cup of tremlAhuj, and wrung them out." " Behold 
I have taken out of thine band the cup of trembling, even the 
dregs of the cup of my fury." Here, in each verse, the word 
rendered "trembling," is the same ftavA^^w^saAs..^,'^"**^- 
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dered "astonishment." But the mention of the dregs i 
latter test shows that different ingredients had been m 
render the wine hitter and stupefactive. These passages also 
remind us of Ps. lxxv. 8, which Bishop Louth translates, " It 
the hand of Jehovah there is a cup, and the wine is turbid; 
it is full of mixed liquor, and he poureth out of it (or, rather, 
he poureth it out of one vessel into another, to mis it per- 
fectly,) verily, the dregs thereof — (the thickest sediment of 
the stroii!; ingredients mixed with it) — all the ungodly of 
the earth shall wring them out to drink them." In conuejridD 
with this passage, the hishop remarks, "The Hebrews, hjs. 
mixed wine, generally mean a wine made stronger and more 
inebriating, by the addition of higher and more powerful 
ingredients, such as iiontv, spires, defrutum, myrrh., maa- 
dragora, opiates, and other strong drugs." 

In allusion to these bitter ingredients mixed with i 
Jen -miali says, I,.im, iii. Ifi, " Ho hath, filled me with bitterness, 
he hath made me drunk wil/i ■"-tintiirvtid;" vet. \'.), " Remember 
my afHiction and misery (Hob. " bitterness,'') the wormwood 
and the gall." This custom of mixing wormwood, or bitter 
ingredients, with wine, is mentioned in the New Testament. 
Matthew says, they gave our Lord "vinegar to drink, mingled 
with gall " and St. Mark tells us, that what they gave him 
was " wine mingled with myrrh." If we consider that the 
evangelists were Jews, and that in their mother tongue the 
terms rendered "gall," and "myrrh," stood for any bitter 
ingredient or drug, the apparent contnulietmn of the two nar- 
ratives will at once vanish. It is worthy of remark, that tlie 
Hebrew nnme of the " myrrh," which Jacob sent into Egypt, 
is &h "Lot" and which is the same as the Arable, Lod, Leilas; 
and hence our English, Laudanum, which we all know is a 
preparation of opium, isa bitter drug, and highly intoxicating. 
Our Lord drank of the vinegar, but he would nof drink tlie 
wine mingled with gall or myrrh, that no one might have to 
say that he flew to an intoxicating drink for aid to enable him 
to bear his sufferings. What a blessed thing it will he for the 
world when his example shall be followed, and good men 
shall no longer take poisons, neither alcohol nor drugs, 
to enable thein to perform their duties, or bear their afflictions. 
In allusion to these poisonous mixtures, Solomon speaks of 
tho woes and sorrows that befel those who sought "mixed 
wine," And Isaiah pronounces a woe on those < 
nighty to " mingle strong drink." 
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I Several passages of Scripture refer to this bitter rap. In 
Erad.xvii. 16, we rend, "The hand on the cupof Jah denotes 
w between Jehovah and Amelek, from generation to genera- 
f Hon." " Snares, fire, and brimstone, anil a horrible tempest, 
it the portion of the cupel the wicked." Jerusalem was to 
be a cup of " trembling, or astonishment," to all the nations ; 
Jerenuah was fo take the " mine cup of Jehovah's fan/ from 
hit hand, anil cause all the nations to drink of it j" that is, 
be was to predict bitter things for them all. Our Lord bad 
this metaphor in view when he prayed, " Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup paps from me." That was indeed a bitter 
Clip; the sins of the world constituted its mixture. In. 
Revelations si v. 111. John speaks of the "cup of God's wrath, 
which is poured out without mixture." Ills words in the 
original seem almost a contradiction ; he uses the terms, 
" KiKpaGpevai' aKparov" " mixed unmixed wine ;" that is, wine 
mixed with the most bitter ingredients ; and winch the cri- 
minal was to drink without any mixture or dilution with water 
to render it more palatable. 

It is worthy of remark, that the only wine among the 
RomanB which was not adulterated, was the sweet wine, for 
the manufacture of which I have already given a receipt from 
Columella. The reader who will consult Columella and Pliny, 
will find ample receipts for making ancient wines, written, or 
copied, as long ago as the time of our Lord ; and yet there is 
scarcely one but recommends the use of drugs. Take the 
following from the 20th chapter of the I '2th book of Colu- 
mella. Having given directions to boil down ill) aniphoras, 
or about "20 gallons of grape-juice to one-third, or about 
240 gallons, he adds the following catalogue of drugs: "Then," 
pays he, "supply your medicines which are rather li quid or 
resinous, namely, ten quarts of tar, and half a pound of resi- 
nous turpentine ; when yon have added these, well stir it up, 
lest it shoidd burn. When it has been boiled down to the 
third part, take away the fire, ami continue to stir it up, that 
the wine and the drugs may properly mix. Then when it is 
moderately cool, sprinkle into it, gradually, the other aroma- 
tics, having first well pounded and sifted them, and let the 
liquor be stirred all the time with a wooden rod, until it is 
entirely cold, which, if not well attended to, the aromatics 
will fall to the bottom, and will burn. To the quantity of 
must above mentioned, the following odours ought to be 
added ; of nard leaves, of Ulyrian iris, gallic nard, saifron, 
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palma, cypress, and bulrush, of each half a pound. Also, 
five ounces of myrrh, one pound of calamns or Bweet cane, 
half a pouud of casia, quarter of a pound of amcninm, five 
ounces of safiron, and one pound of bruised vine-leaves, 
these ought to be well dried, pounded, and sifted. Mis with 
them, also, a quantity of hard pitch, reduced to powder, the 
older it is the better, and let il be well mixed with the other 
drugs." It is observable here, that a large proportion of pitch 
and tar was to be used : this is worthy of remark, because 1 
1 have heard a gentleman who ha? manufactured unferrueated 
wine state, that the wines in which he had boiled some '" 
would keep better than any others. A late writer in 
Athenaaum has stated that the Romans added to their wines, 
pitcii, rosin, asafectida, sea-water, tar, bitumen, myrrh, aloea, 
casia, gums, pepper, spikenard, poppies, wormwood, milk, 
chalk, bitter almonds." 

Pliny, lib, xiv. cap. 1 6, says, that in his day wines were mode 
from " millet, dates, the lotus tree ; from figs, beans, pears, 
all sorts of apples, pomegranates, cornels, medlars, sorb- 
apples, mulberries, pine-apples, the leaves, berries, and twigs 
of myrtles; from rue. asparagus, savory, organy, souther- 
wood, parsley-seed, wild mint, turnips, penny-royal, wild 
thyme, horchoimd, squills, flowers and leaves of roses, gallic 
and wild nard. Spiced and aromatic wines were made from 
a composition of spices, from myrrh, Celtic nard, and bitumen, 
calamus, bulrush, Syrinc nard, Jerusalem, or lady's rose, casia, 
cinnamon, palm, gum-benjamin, pepper, honey, pom-water, 
elecampane, citron, walwort, worm world, hyssop, hellebore, 
scammony, wild sage, gentian, wild tig, dittany, wild carrot, 
henbane, garden-Hag, (lea-bane, thyme, mandrake, ithaeomel, 
pitch, cypress, laurel, pine, juniper, turpentine, mastic, olivella, 
ground pine, and ground oak." 

Columella, and others of the Roman writers, give us receipt* 
for making wines from horehound, wormwood, hyssop, southern- 
wood, and myrtles. Myrtle wine is said to have been "good 
for the stomach." Wine of squills was much esteemed, and 
hellebore wine, notwitlislaiidinsi its poisonous character, was! 
favourite with most of the poets. Horace says, " Danda e*t 
ellebori multo maxima pars:" — " By far the greater part of 
poets are given to hellebore." 

1 could multiply quotations, but enough has been said to 
prove that the wines of Judea, Rome, and Greece, were fre- 
quently drugged, and that they owed their intoxicating quali- 
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ties chiefly to these stupifying ingredients: hence, hoth the 
wines nud tastes of those days were different from ours ; ami 
therefore no inference can lie drawn from antiquity to sanction 
the UBe of modem spirituous drinks. 

IV. The wine of Noah, Lot, and Pharaoh may now 
examined., 

1 . In ascertaining the character of the wine of Noah, it ii 
necessary to observe, that the country was very warm, the 
grapes very sweet, and, consequently, the wine, if allowed to 
ferment, could not have made the patriarch so dead drunk 
as he is represented to have been. But suppose the wine to 
have been drugged, and idl is plain. As the Scriptures are 
quite silent respecting any reproof that was given to Noah for 
this offence, and at the same time so heavy a curse is pro- 
nounced upon Ham, it i- highly probable that be bad drugged 
the wine for the purpose of exposing liis father. This inter- 
pretation fully acquits the holy patriarch of the crime of 
drunkenness, and atlbnls a reason why the chief agent in this 
wickedness was so severely punished, Habakkuk, chap.ii. ] j, 
evidently alludes to fins deed. 

2. The same may be said of the beverage administered to 
Lot, We may boldly aliinn, that there was no alcoholic drink 
of that day capable of making this righteous man so stupi- 
fied as not to know " when he lay down, nor when lie arose ;" 
so that he was a second time entrapped by liis daughters. But 
oidy allow that the wine was mixed with a little opium, and 
all is plain. This drug excites sensuality, and stupifies the 
mind ; and for that verj purpose laudanum is used by design- 
ing women of the present day. Had the wine been port or 
sherry, what a quantity the patriarch must have drunk before 
the effect here spoken of could have been produced! Indeed 
it is query whether either of these wines could have such 
influence as is attributed to the wine drunk by Lot. But sup- 
posing the wine was drugged by his daughters, you have a 
reason for his unconsciously falling a second time, while his 
piety remains unimpeaebed, seeing his conduct in each case 
was involuntary, ami entirely beyond his owu cognizance or 
controul. Were it not for that prejudice which tbe love of 
wine has generated, and which renders so many ambitious to 
cover Noah and Lot with the infamy of drunkenness, the 
explanation just given would be hailed by every individual wWt 
has the least reverence for the TiftAe. 

3. The wine of Pharaoh was the ynee <A "tl&fc ■gn^ wss«* 
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into the cup. This was the true " yayin," or wine. " Yayin " 
means, to squeeze, or press ; and the former mode was doubt- 
less the first plan adopted to oUtain a 1 leverage from the vine, 
'fliis drink, of course, was uut'ermented, and was really anil 
ii'iMy the pure blood of the grape. How strange, that a gen- 
tleman, of Mr. Medhurst's professed literary attainment*, 
should have allowed himself so far to trample upon science, 
history, and criticism, as to assert, that " yayin" always means 
a fermented wine. Pharaoh's drink was " yayin," and yet it 
was not fermented. Both Isaiidi and Jeremiah speak of 
" yoyin" in the wine-press, and yet wine in the press is unlet- 
mented. 

Herodotus mentions wine as imported into Egypt in tin 
time of Camhyses, hut then it by no means follows that wine 
was brought into that country 1200 years earlier, in the days 
Joseph. We might as well say that tea was brought to 
England in large quantities 1200 years ago. Besides, the 
words of Herodotus intimate that the quantity was very small. 
He says, " Twice a year, tapa/tos, on earthen vessel of wine, 
was brought into Egypt from Greece." The quantity, there- 
fore, even in the days of Cambvses, win not large. The same 
writer informs us that the priests were allowed to drink "Oiws 
aftvAuios," "wine from the vine," which Bishop Lowth says, 
was "the fresh juice, pressed from the grape ;" and conse- 
quently was imfermented. The barley-wine of Egypt, spoken 
of by the " father of history," is thus described by Pococke : 
"The most vulgar people make a sort of beer from barley, 

I without being malted; and they put something into if to (MM 
it intoxicate. It is thick and four, and iri/l not keep longtr 
than three or four days." Hasselquist tells us that " the vine 
is cultivated in Egypt for the Bake of eating the grapes, and 
,ml fur wine." 
V . The wines of Melchizedek, Isaac, Jncoh, Job, Judah, 
Moses, David, and Solomon. 
1. Concerning the wine which Melchizedek gave to Abra- 
ham, we can say nothing, because the context dues not afford 
us any aid. It was called "yayin;" hut then the name only 
informs us that it was an expressed juice. The bread and 
wine here seem to have been used as a sacrament ; and both 
the grapes, the climate, and the occasion, intimate, that it 
it was neither alcoholic nor drugged -, tA, oil events it was no! 
port or shear. 

Tlw wine that Isaac drank ia caYAeA" ■yayiu;' 



tii.' predicted for Jacob is connected with corn, and is i 
"lirosh." We have shown that tirosh is an unfcrmented 
often meaning the juice in the grape ; ami it 1ms also bin 
proved that the mere word, ynyin, can never settle the 
meter of the beverage to which it is applied. 

3. In the days of Job, means were used to keep the 
from fermenting: for in chapter xxxii. 11), we are told that 
" it burst new bottles." This .shows that an effort was made 
to prevent its fermenting at all, for if they had wished it to 
ferment, they would not have been so foolish as to have licit 
up the mouth of the vessel, and then it would neither have 
endangered an old nor a new bottle. What brewer who wishes 
bis beer to ferment, will be so thoughtless as to bung up his 
cask? We shall further illustrate this sentiment when speak- 
ing of the new bottles of the evangelists. 

4. Judah's garments, bis father foretold, were to be " wash 
in the hlood of the grape," and " his eyes to be red with 
But there is nothing in these predictions which opposes tol 
abstinence. The former sentence predicts the fertility of his 
vine, and alludes to the treading of the wine-press in the 
vineyard, hy which the "garments became stained, or red." 
The latter text, if hy red eye* it means the eyes of a drunkard, 
foretells that Judah's posterity would do what Solomon inti- 
mates the drunken Jews of his day did, that they followed 
mixed or drv-ffi/ed. W««, and bad " rednexs of //"■ eye*," and 
woes in abundance, as the fruits of their intemperance. If a 
"red ei/e" means no eye sparkling with joy, then the predic- 
tion merely foretells the pleasure which Judah would receive 
from the fertUity of Ids vine. Neither of these interpretations 
affords the least countenance to the drinking habits of 

5. Moses speaks of wine as " the blood of lJu> f/r/tpe," 
of a vile beverage, which he calls " the poison of dragons, 
the cruel venom of asps." The former was the pure unfer- 
mented juice of the vine : for to suppi.se I bat Scripture would 
call alcohol the blood of the grape is absurd. To produce it, 
the wholesome juice is decomposed, and converted into tivo 
poisons, the one carbonic arid, the other alcohol. It is there- 
fore just as reasonable to call " ciii-lnniic acid" the blood of the 
' grape, as to apply these terms to alcohol. You may obtain 
iron from human blood, hut would &ivj v&s tA\ftVvfm\ras.4AiWA 
are identical? Equally absurd ia it to "aswA, *-' *■ 
human art can obtain carbonic wiii vtom ^ewjtt- 
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fore grape-juice is carbonic acid ; or because alcohol can Ik 
formed oat of the blood of the grape, therefore the blood 
of the grape is alcohol. We shall presently show, that t.hf 
wine used at the Passover was unfermented, and from other 
parts of Scripture we learn that " tiros A," or ttnftrmenttd 
neeet wine, was used at the other festivals of the Jews ; Mil 
that it was often eaten with their bread. Moses allowed 
the Israelites, Dent. xiv. 2G, " to bestow their money foe osen, 
for sheep, for wine or skacitr, sweet drink." The latter vt 
have shown was palm-wine, which in Palestine was as common 
as wine from grapes, but, except n hen drugged, was an inno- 
cent beverage. The wine which he designates " the poison 
of dragons, and the eruel venom of asps," was the miittt. 
drugged wine, which Solomon tells us " liitcth like a serpent, 

I and stingeth like an adder," and therefore commands us not 
even to look upon it. How clearly the books of Moses demon- 
strate to us that in his time there were two kinds of wine, the 
one perfectly innocent, and the other as baneful as the " cruel 
ffiii'im of asps." 
fi. Psalm civ. 15, in which David speaks of " the wine that 
niaketh glad the heart of man," is continually quoted against 
Tcetofalism, but without the least shadow of a reason. The 
wine spoken of is the wine, as the context shows, "which 
Gud causes to grow out of the earth," but this wine is the 
unfermented juice of the grape. Alcohol does not grow out 
of the earth, but is produced by destroying the bounties of 
Providence. Alcohol cannot be produced without decomposing 
the nutritious saccharine matter of the grape, and converting 
it into two deadly poisons. What if we decomposed oil, Mid 
took from it one-third of its carbon, and two-thirds of iU 
o.iyi/eii, would any one say that the remainder was the oil 
which God caused to grow out of the earth ? Why then affirm 
that a poison which human ingenuity has obtained from the 
grape is the wholesome wine which Gud caused to grow out of 
the earth 1 We have seen from Psalm iv. ", that the growing, 
not the drinking, but the growing of the wine, gave very great 
'■ jflmliiem," even to the ungodly; and a little cxaininatiiiti 
into the constitution of man's body or mind, would show that 
the pleasure which the husbandman receives from the prospect 
of .'in abundant harvest or vintage, i.s ten thousand times more 
ira/tli/h!, ratinnn], and abiding, tV.vn aiv\ WvaX. covA&Xw derived 
m drinking large potations of ipor*. &w\ aVervj. NSe trafcr 
eve that the Holy Spirit would twit icsv.cr»te \ra.v^\i»^ 



aetry, by calling the short-lived excitement produced by 
diol, "gladness," or "joy." It is one of the glories of 
il abstinence, that it withdraws man from the senseless hil.i- 

y extracted from the wine-bottle, and gives him in its place, 

e strength, animal spirit, and rational pleasure, which arise 
u solid food, both corporeal and intellectual. What poor, 
ous, mindless slaves those are who are indehted for no 
1 part of their cheer to the gin-bottle or decanter! 
. On the wines of Solomon and the prophets I need not 
_ :, because the chief of them have already been described ; 

il the remarks concerning the other wines will equally apply 
to them. Some of them were unfermented, filtered, and pre- 
served in new bottles, or boiled down into syrups ; and some 
of them were poisoned with drugs : the good are spoken of 
with approbation, and the baneful are condemned. But con- 
cerning each it maybe safely affirmed, that neither the innox- 
ious, nor the poisonous, hove any counterpart it the present 
day; and therefore any argument drawn from scriptural use 
or commendation, is perfectly irrelevant. 

VI. We will now briefly examine "the wine in the new 
bottles". — " the old wine" — " the good wine at the marriage 
of Cana" — "the wine of the sacrament" — and " the wine of 
Timothy," recorded in the New Testament. 

1. The wine in new bottles, spoken of by our Lord, has a 
direct reference to the preservation of unfermented wine. If 
they had wished the juice to ferment, of eonr.se they would not 
have tied up the mouth of the skin ; the carbonic acid gene- 
rated by fermentation, would then have escaped, and neither 
an old nor new bottle would have been burst, I have seen 
the strongest barrels burst by the fermenting of cider, which 
had been bunged up before it had done working ; and so wine, 
in a state of fermentation, would burst a new bottle, let it be 
ever so strong. The mechanical power of the carbonic acid 
in a large vessel would he nest to irresistible, and at any rate 
none of the skins in that day, used as bottles, could resist its 
force: hence, Job informs us, that if, by chance, wine in a 
new bottle began to ferment, it soon destroyed those vessels. 
It is a question whether an old bottle is not as strong ns a 
new one; and therefore it is quite a mistake to suppose that 
our Lord refers to the strength of these skin vessels. But there 
are two reasons why wine in old bottles fermented, and conse- 

iindy the skins burst. First, a new %\dw -was. w*. ac ^p& 

conductor of heat as an o\& one -, "nan mA "^iw^. wt *SS^ 
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conductors of heat, and the beat tilings for packing ice in, if 
we wish to keep it from melting in hot weather ; indeed, the 
reason why they keep us warm is, that they are had conductors 
of calorie : a new skin bottle, therefore, kept the wine cool, 
and thus prevented fermentation. It is said that the easterns, 
at the vintage, stripped the skins oil' their sheep or goats, 
sewed them, up immediately, ami tilled them with new wine. 
Second, in an old bottle there was fermentable matter. The 
wine soaked into the skin ; and this, when the air entered the 
empty hottle, became fermentable; and juice put into this 
fermentable vessel was sure to ferment ; ami if the mouth was 
tied up, the bottle was rent. Mr, Beardsall, of Manchester, 
told me that he had put some unferniented wine into some aid 
ginger-beer bottles, but they all burst, although the Dew bottles 
near them, in the same temperature, remained entire. Ou c.i- 
aminiug the broken fragments, he found some yeast which had 
been UBcd in making the ginger-beer, and had not been well 
washed off: this caused the wine in the old bottles to work, 
and burst the jar. It is worthy of remark, that in the receipt 
for making uiifermcutetl wine, which I have given already 
from Columella, he directs that the wine should be put into a 
new amphora ; the old amphora, like the old akin, was fer- 
mentable. 

This parable of our Lord then shows, that it was customary 
with the Jews to preserve their wine iVrmi fermenting, nnd there- 
lore put it into new skinB, and immediately excluded the air anil 
heat by tying up their mouths. If they had wished it to fer- 
ment they woidd not have been so simple as to tie op their 
mouths, and then even an old worn out hottle would not hive 
been rent. They were tints anxious to avoid fermentation, 
because they knew that the heat, of their country would. came 
the acetous fermentation to follow the vinous, and then the 
wine would lose its nutritious properties, its tine flavour, and, 
consequently, its value. This text is often quoted against 
Teetotalers; but, instead of opposing total abstinence, it ie 
diametrically opposed to the production of fermented drinks. 
The exposition here given exactly accords with the design of 
the parable. The diseiples, like old bottles, had fermentable 
matter in t!i em ; and the conduct of the Pharisees, in imposing 
upon them unnecessary duties, would have caused a spiritual 
fermentation, which might have mined their religion ; more 
extensive light anil sanctity would render them on ferment able. 
Alas] how many young disciples have been ruined, and how 
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many souls lost, in consequence of the little attention that has- 
been paid to our Lord's parable ! 

2. OurLordsays, " No man haviugdruuk old wineslraiglif- 
wny desireth new : for lie saith, the old is better." There is 
nothing in this text to favour tin- drinking "(' port and sherry, 
and its quotation for such a purpose is another lamentable 
proof of the effects of strong drinks on men's reasoning power. 
An unl'ermentecl wine will improve by keeping, as much as a 
fermented. I have made unfermentcd wine, and it is almost 
incredible bow much the flavour improved by age. Besides, 
among the ancients an old wine meant a feeble wine, or a 
wine which would not intoxicate. Pliny says, "Iiweterari mm 
taccisqiie costrtiri ;" and again, "Minus infestat. ncrvos quoit 
vetvxtute dulcescit .*" " Wines are rendered old, and deprived 
of all their vigour by filtering." " Those wines which become 
sweet by age are less injurious to the nerves." To produce 
premature age they put them in fumaria and ovens. What 
modern would think of keeping his port, sherry, or cham- 
pagne in an oven? If these wines grew sweet rather than sour 
by the application of heat, eveiy ebemist knows that, they had 
not fermented. Plutarch, in his Synrpos. says, "witi< is nay 
dered old, or feeble in strength, wlieu it is frequently filtered. 
This percolation makes it more pleasant to the palate ; the 
strength is tlms taken away, without any injury to its pleasing 
flavour. The gtrenr/t/t being thin excluded, the wine neither 
inflames the brain, nor infests the mind and passions, and is 
much more pleasant to drink. Doubtless defoecation takes 
away the potency that affects the brain of the drinker ; and 
this being removed, the wine is both mild, tftilitbrtmix, tmd 
wbolesmtie." Thus, then, in those days, an old wine was the 
best wine, because it was sweeter than a new wine ; but if if 
became sweet by age, or by being put into ovens, it was not 
fermented. 

It may he proper here to remark, that the fnste of nncieni 
wine-bibbers and drunkards, was the very reverse to that of 
our day. Formerly drunkards were as anxious to obtain a weals 
wine, or an wumtMieating trine, as tliey are now to procure a 
atronij liquor, in a pass!S2i' already quoted, Pliny says, " that 
we may drink large (plan ti ties (if iviiie, we destroy its strength 
by the filter." What drunkard of our day uses means to render 
his beer or wine weak? And these ancients were not content 
with diluting their wines that they might moderate their po- 
tency, but they aimed at the destruction of all their -t length. 
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The same naturalist tells us, that " J't'lisimttm rinum omnibus 
sacco viribut fractis ;" " The most useful mine, or the lest wine, 
is that which has had all its strength destroyed by tlie filter." 
This is n .strong passage, because it shows that in their estima- 
tion, the hist wine was that which was destitute of every par- 
ticle of alcohol. This fact may appear strange to us, hut then_ 
we are not to make our tastes the criterion by which to judg=r- 
the drinks or customs of the ancients. They liked to havt^=- 

the pleasure of drinking whole days and nights together with 

out losing their reason. "The glory of the Tricongius,'™" 
Pliny says, " was much renowned." It consisted, he tells us.^ 
of drinking three gallons off at once. As a premium wa.s 
awarded to him who could accomplish this, the exploit was 
regulated by fixed laws, which were as follow : " The speecli 
was not to falter, nor was the stomach to lie lightened by 
vomiting or in any other way; after hehad done it, be was to be 
able to attend to the duties of the day. A large quantity was 
to be taken at one large draught, and another large quantity 
at several smaller draughts, without taking breath between : 
the drinker was not to expectorate, nor was a single drop of 
the wine to be left, or wasted on the floor." The emperor 
Tiberius is said to have been a spectator of this miracle, as it 
was then termed. Cicero's son attempted this feat, that he 
might avenge his father's death oil Mark Anthony, by taking 
from him the glory of being the greatest drinker in the Roman 
empire. The emperor Maximums used to drink six gallon* 
without inebriety. Alexander was rather drenched with liquor 
than intoxicated, when death arrested him. lie had been 
drinking for two days and two nights in succession, when he 
called for the cup of Hercules which held six bottles, and was 
about emptying it a second time, when he was seized with the 
complaint which terminated his existence. Hence we learn 
that a drunkard of old often mount a man drenched with liqvor, 
rather than one mho iron intoxicated ; and we have here also a 
reason why a weak wine was chiefly sought after by the great 
drinkerB of those days. 

The frequent use of the filter may demand a word. Some- 
times this took place as soon as the juice was taken from the 
press. After having said that "the heat trine is that which 
has had all its strength broken by the filter, Pliny immediately 
adds, " Meminerimus xitr.cmn esse qui, fervendo, vires e musto 
sibi fecerit :" " The sueeus is that which by fermenting produces 
strength out of the must." It is very evident that " succu*" 
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here does not mean " grape juice," because that is the meaning 
of the word " imut." Cicero uses the word " succus" for vi- 
gour or strength, as " succttm eivitatis;" " the life-blood of 
the state." He applies the word to oratory in the sense of 
vigour or strength. His words are, " Omncs etiam turn reti- 
nebant ilium Perieli succum :" "All retained the life and 
rigour of the eloquence of Pericles." By "svecnm," there- 
fore, Pliny meant the active principle of fermentation, thut 
which makes the spirit out of the juke. This active principle, 
modern chemists call gluten or yeast ; and Dr. Ure, in his 
Dictionary of the Arts, under the word "Fermentation," says, 
that " ferment nt ion mag be stopped hij the separation of the 
yeast from the juice, either by the flter or by subsidence." 
Hence, then, we have a reason why filtering was so generally 
resorted to by the ancients. Tin- drunkards of the day demanded 
wine without any spirit, aud the titter accommodated them, by 
either preventing tVrme illation id together, or in cases where 
the wine had been drugged, this proceeding deprived them of 
no small portion of the intoxicating ingredients." I have 
before referred to " the wine on the lees," or " the shemarim, 
the preserved wines" of Isaiah, aa being "we/I refined," or 
" well filtered " consequently, mi intoxicating. The old mine, 
therefore, spoken of by our Lord, and which was esteemed 
better than the new, was, according to the language and cus- 
toms of that day, a weak, sweet wine, or a wine utterly desti- 
tute of alcohol. 

3. The wine at the marriage of Cana is said to have been 
" good wine." Our vitiated taste for intoxicating liquors has 
led us to corrupt our mother tongue, and we call beer or wine 
"good" just in proportion as it is poisonous; and we are ho 
inconsiderate that we think the ancients were as degenerate as 
ourselves. But we have shown, from the words of Pliny, that 
in the time of our Lord the " vtilissimum vinum," " the best 
wine," was that which was altogether deprived of its strength. 
We have also proved that the wine of Lebanon, which was the 
best wine of Palestine, was " a boiled, thick, sieeef wine," and 
therefore not a fermented wine ; and also, that " the wineB on 
the lees" of Isaiah were "presented tr/ttc*, !'•<■// filtered," and 
consequently deprived of their power to intoxicate : hence, the 
wine of the marriage of Caua bore no resemblance whatever to 
modern port or sherry. The heat of the country, the quality 
of the grapes, the mode of manufacture, and the tastes of the 
people, forbade its bearing any similitude to the wines of 
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our day. But the narrative itself affords two additional argu- 
ments in favour of the truth of this assertion. 

First, — The people " had well drank" already, or pt 6v a$aat, 
literally, "were drunk." The quotation of the Greek text 
must show oui opponents that the word /utiva often means 
to be filled, rather than to he intoxicated. Here it cannot be 
intimated that the guests were all drunk, and that our Lord 
made a great many gallons of strong port or sherry, that he 
might render them dead drunk : none but a profane person 
would hazard such an opinion. What, then, was the plain 
fact ? Why, that the guests had already partaken freely of a 

^" good," an imweeut wine, and as the country was warm, and 
the people still thirsty, our Lord supplied them with some 
more of this harmless beverage. 
Second, — Our Lord was a physiologist, and he was bene- 
volent ; lie knew that alcohol was a poison ; lie came into the 
world to cure disease, not to produce it ; to save men's lives, 
not to destroy them ; and therefore we may rest assured that 
he did not convert the water into a beverage that would have 
been alike destructive to the health and morals of his guests. 
The interpretation adopted by Mr. Medhurat, Mr. Jordan, and 
most of our moderation opponents, represents our Lord as 
making large quantities of wine as intoxicating and poisonous 
as our modern port, and commanding this baneful beverage 
to he handed round to the guests, who, on their mode of 
expounding the words, had already drunk freely of very 
strong liquors, and therefore were now positively drunk. The 
evangelist tells us that this miracle showed forth the " glory of 
Christ ;" but these reverend interpreters do their utmost to 
prove, that instead of this, the miracle was adapted to obscure 
liis reputation, except in the estimation of drunkards and wine- 
bibbers. What pious mind is there but revolts at such an 
impious exposition of our Lord's conduct? It was perfectly 
optional with him to produce any kind of wine. He could 
shock the taste and poison the bodies of his friends with drug* 
or with alcohol : or, on the other hand, lie could gratify their 
palate, nourish their bodies, and quench their thirst, by making 
nu anfermented wine, literally and truly, " a gtmd wine ;" and 
we leave every person who reverences the character of the Re- 
deemer to say, which beverage of the two the S;u iour produced. 
Certain it is that the taste of that day whs so different from 
ours, that "the ruler of the feast" woidd never have called 
modern port or sherry a " good wine ;' and it is equally certain. 
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tliat the production of such poisons could not have manifested 
His glory who came to heal the diseases of the bodies, and 
enlighten and regenerate the minds of mankind. 

4. The wine of the first sacrament. We have the best evi- 
dence that this wine was unfermented. The Jews understood 
the prohibition, not to partake of chomets, or leaven, to refer 
M much to fermented wine as tafermented bread, and therefore 
never, down to this day, partake of an intoxicating liquor at the 
Passover. Mr. Herschcl, a converted Jew, now preaching in 
London, in his "ISrief Sketch of the Present State of the 
Jews," page 54, Bays, " The word homits (or ehomeU) has a 
wider signification than is generally attached to leaven, by 
which it is rendered in the English liible : komits signifies the 
fermentation of corn in any shape, and applies to beer, and 
to all spirituous liquors distilled from corn. While, there- 
fore, there are four days of Passover week on which busi- 
ness may be done, being, as it were, only half holidays, a dis- 
tiller or brewer most suspend his business during the whole 
time. And I must do my brethren the justice to say, that 
they do not attempt to evade the strictness of the command, 
' to put away all team,' by any ingenious shift, but fulfil it 
to the very letter. 1 know an instance of a person in trade, 
who had several casks of spirits sent him, which arrived 
during the time of the Passover ; had they come a few days 
sooner, they would have been lodged in some place apart" from 
his bouse until the feast was over, but during its continuation 
he did not thiuk it right to meddle with them, and, after 
hesitating a little what to do, he at length poured the whole 
out into the street." For the Passover, the Jews make a wine 
from raisins, by pouring water upon them about six days pre- 
vious to the feast. The drink thus made very much resembles 
Roman passum, which was also a beverage obtained from the 
"peusa uva," " dried grapes," or raisins. This wine, Polybius 
tells us, was "sweet," "would quench thirst" and Roman 
ladies were allowed to drink it, although they were pro- 
hibited from tasting intoxicating beverages. I have made 
wine of this description, and found it greatly improve by age, 
although by keeping the bottles in water, or boiling down the 
juice, no fermentation had occurred. 

Thus, then, we have the most indubitable evidence that our 
Lord did not drink an intoxicating or fermented liquor at the 
first sacrament, and therefore those Christians who have 
banished fermented wine from the Lord's table have "' 

i 



— ™ 

example of our Lord to sanction their proceeding. Shame 
indeed would be, if the church should afford sanctuary to this 
material demon after it had been turned out of every wcll- 
regulated house in the country. To drink brandied port, 
sherry, tent, or any other fermented wine at the Lord's table 
is not merely to " drink the cup of devils," but to drink a cup 
in which nn eril spirit, little less destructive and pestilential 
then Beelzebub bmi.*i'll', actually exists. Of every sacramental 
chalice in which intoxicating wine is founil, it may be truly 
paid, " There is death in the pot," and surely a deadly venom 
ought not to be used as symbolic*] of that precious blood which 
wa3 poured out for the life of the world. 

It is in allusion to the "possum" or wine made from rai- 
sins, and which was inferior to that made from the ripe grape, 
that our Lord says, " I will no more drink of the fruit of the 
vine until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God." 
A fine contrast is thus drawn between the sacrament on earth 
and sacrament in heaven. Here we drink " passum," there 
we shall drink " the droppiiiys of the wine press," or " virgin 

5. The wine of Timothy. This was recommended to the 
evangelist as a medicine, and yet because it was commended 
to Timothy, whose health was impaired, people who tell na 
that they are perfectly well, are continually taking those mo- 
dern poisons, called '■wines." What if Epsom salts had been 
in use in the days of St. Paul, would people in health take 
Epsom salfs three times a day, because Paul recommended a 
little dose to Timothy now and then. Some persons say they 
take wine for medicine. An individual told me the other day 
that his father bad taken a srla.-s of gin daily for the last five 
years solely for the benefit of his health ; I could not help 
saying, *' that it was a wonder he did not change the medi- 
cine." If it had been rhubarb I think he would have gone to 
the doctor and begged for another prescription. 

But the people who talk about Timothy's wine forget, that it 
was neither port nor sherry, and that in England there is no 
wine like it. As it was a medicine, it was a medicinal wine. 
Now Columella, who lived at that time, gives us several receipts 
for making wine "good for the stomach." Among these 
" sweet wine" and " myrtle wine" were much recommended. 
We know that an alcoholic wine would have ideerated the 
stomach of Timothy, and increased the disease which St. Paul 
imbed to cure, and, therefore, we may be sure, that it was 
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not a fermented or intoxicating liquor which he recommended. 
Hence the medicine prescribed by the Holy Ghost to Timothy 
could not resemble our modern drinks. To all who insist on our 
taking Timothy's wine we say, "bring us the wine of Timothy;" 
until the prescription is produced and the draught prepared 
'tis worse than folly to talk to us about taking the medicine. 
It is worthy of remark, that in those days sweet and undrug- 
ged wines were considered very medicinal. Pliny tells us, 
" saluberrimum cui nihil in musto additum est," " That wine 
is the most healthful or salubrious to which no kind of drug 
has been added." It is in reference to medicine especially that 
the author says, " The best wine is that which has had all its 
spirit broken by the filter." And Dioscorides, speaking of 
sweet or saccharine substances, states, that they were esteemed 
" beneficial to the bowels and stomach, and useful in diseases 
of the bladder and the kidneys." Nothing, therefore, is more 
probable, from the medical sentiments of that day, than that 
St. Paul recommended to Timothy a sweet unfermented wine 
alike destitute of alcohol and drugs. 




In this chapter we shall offer a few words on the use of the 
■ine in Palestine ; on the great waste of the bounties of Pro- 
vidence in the manufacture of fermented drinks ; on the inju- 
rious character of ancient and modern wine; on the prohibi- 
tion of wine, and recommendation of water. 

I. On the use of the vine in Palestine. It is very evident 
from various parts of Scripture, that the fruit of the vine was 
eaten in the land of Juden. This we have shown already, 
when speaking of the word " tirosh." Fruits in warm coun- 
tries are much esteemed as articles of food. We all know that 
we cannot eat so much animal food in summer an in winter ; 
and if thia is the case in our temperate climate it must have 
heet) much more so in Palestine. We find that in Paradise 
God provided nothing but fruits for our first parents ; and in 
all eastern countries, citrons, fi^s, grapes, melons, dates, &c. are 
considered not merely articles of luxury but of diet. The cha- 
racter of the nutriment in those fruits is saccharine, and, there- 
fore, exactly suited to the natural wants of a people who would 
become diseased it' they fed on mure substantial food. Joel 
chap. i. 12, refers to the joy which the fruit of different trees 
imparted, when he says, " The vine is dried up, anil the fig 
tree languisheth, the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, 
and the citron tree, even all the trees of the wood, because 
joy is withered away from the sons of men." 

During part of the year the fruit of the vine was eaten 
in its ripe state. Sometimes the grapes were taken alone, 
sometimes the juice was pressed out and their bread was min- 
gled with it, and sometimes the grapes were eaten with bread 
ns we should eat butter or cheese. I have heard sailors say, 
that when sailing up the Mediterranean they often make it 
delightful repast upon bread and grapes. In allusion to this 
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custom, "corn and finish," or "bread and wine," are often 
spoken of together in the Scripture as affording the farmer 
the richest joy, It is worthy of remark that the elements 
of the Lord's supper are " bread ami wine," intimating to us 
that the provisions of redemption, or rather that Clirist, who 
is the sum and substance of the Gospel, affords us the most 
wholesome and delicious food. 

Various texts prove to us, that the fruit of the vine was 
highly esteemed as an article of diet. The king of Assyria, 
said to the Jews, " Eat ye every man of his vine and every 
one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his 
cistern." This pnssrtge shows, (hat t lie people at?, the fruit of 
the vine and drank water. Every one knows that raisins are 
■fried grapes, and these, tU.e word of God informs us, were 
commonly eaten. In 1 Sam. xxv. 18, Abigail is said to have 
brought to David, "a hundred dusters of raisins, and two 
hundred rakes offffs," showing that the grapes were an article 
of food. After this, chap. sxx. II, it in narrated, that David 
and his soldiers found a young Egyptian in astute of exhaus- 
tion, and they gave him " bread and he did eat, water and 
he did drink, and they gave a piece of a cake of (igs and two 
clusters of raisins, and when he had eaten his spirit came 
to him again," This, remember, was the remedy adminis- 
tered by these rude physicians to a fainting fellow ereature, and 
we ask whether modern port or sherry would have answered 
the purpose better ? Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth, 
took as a present to David, 2 Sam. svi. 1, "two hundred 
loaves of bread, a hundred hunches of raisins, and a hundred of 
summer fruits, and a bottle of wine." It is added, that " the 
bread and the summer fnut were for the young men to eat, 
and the wine, that bucIi as be faint in the wilderness may 
drink." This latter remark accounts for the disproportion of 
the wine to the eatables, and also shows, that as this bottle 
was only intended for the sick, therefore, the general beverage 
of the people was water. We see also that in the days of our 
Lord fruits were eaten not merely for luxury, but to satisfy 
hunger. For when the Saviour was hungry, he went and 
sought " fruit on a tig tree and found none." I have already 
quoted Ila.ssclqoisi I be traveller, who states, that " in Egypt 
the vine was cultivated for food and not for wine." These 
facts are quite sufficient to show, that in I'alesline the fruit of 
the vine was more esteemed as nilin'iliiig food than as yielding 
wine, and, therefore, " the growth or increase of the tirash, or 
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wine, as well as of the corn, was the source of gladness to the 
hearts of the people of that age." If neither the cares nor 
difficulties of life, the wants mid miseries of others, the boun- 
ties of Providence, nor the blessing* of redemption, can stimu- 
late or cheer us unless we are allowed to drink freely of a 
venomous poison, we ought nut to degrade the ancients to our 
standard. In those days the unsophisticated intellect and 
heart of the rustic was cheered with the contemplation of the 
bounties of Providence, and indeed the more cheered because 
his beverage was nothing but water : for his senses were not 
blunted, nor his heart hardened, as ours have been, by 
stupifying drinks, 

IL We ought not to allow this subject to pass without just 
glancing at the impious n'nslcoftlicbuiihlicsnf IVoviilenee, which 
takeB place in the production of wines or other intoxicating 
liquors. Barley is the next nutritious substance to wheat, 
nearly ninety parts out of every hundred is good wholesome 
food, almost equal to wheat, but not one-ninth of this nourish- 
ment remains in a gallon of beer, so that fully eight-ninths of 
this wholesome farina has been wasted to produce about six 
ounces of deadly poison ! It is difficult for language to find 
words of execration sufficiently strong to brand the crimes of 
those who manufacture mall, beer, or ardent spirit. Enough 
grain is annually wasted in England alone, to feed two millions 
of inhabitants without any work, and what is worse this grain is 
converted into a poison ruinous to the health, the domestic com- 
fort, and the souls of the people; and as it' I his were not enough, 
the accursed spirit thus produced and let loose as a destroying 
fiend upon the population, is called " a good creature of God." 
Let this subject be only fairly considered, and every reasonable 
person must conclude that it is hardly possible for human wick- 
edness or blasphemy to go further than this. Barley is the gift 
of God, but malt, beer, and all other fiery drinks produced by 
fermentation, are the vile offspring of human caprice and 
cupidity. The ground that grows barley would grow wheat 
and potatoes, or produce pasture for animals ; and, if not, 
barley need not be converted into malt. It might be employed 
in feeding and fattening animals. A miller lately told me that 
by feeding his lour horses on barley which was boiled, he saved 
not less than twenty shillings per week, w/i/7y-/w» pounds a year. 

Apples are also very nutritious. Pigs and sheep may be 
fottca on them. The finest pork I ever tasted was from a pig 
that had been fattened on boiled apples and a small quantity of 
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. What is worthy of remark is, that this pork 
I been produced at a cheaper rate than it could in any other 
Cows and horses may be fed upon apples. Some of 
.nest children I ever saw had supped for a considerable 
e upon boiled apples. Indeed, I believe, from actual expe- 
Lent, that boiled, baked, or roasted apples form one of the 
t healthful evening meals. What a crime then to waste 
e fruits in making cider! In cider there is scarcely any 
rimeiit, and muiiv people drink it to make them thin. Who 
lid think of fatting a pig upon cider? Good apples are 
ft nutritious tliim grapes, and, therefore, they are to Eng- 
1 what grapes were to Palestine ; how wicked then to waste 
ill by converting them into poisons ! 

Xtoo we have seen were articles of diet of old, and 
w in eastern countries. A chemical examination of this 
uit shows that both its sugar and its yeast are very nourishing, 
and especially suited to weak stomachs ; but convert the juice 
into alcohol and you have one of the vilest of poisons ; one, 
whose chief curse consists in being what is called a " slow pot- 
ton." A thousand persons die annually from the use of wine 
for every one individual that is poisoned by arsenic, pnissic 
acid, and all other poisons put together. Were it a quick 
poison like prussic acid, men would shun it with horror, but 
because it destroys gradually, because it is slow and sure at its 
work, therefore the iu.-idimis draught is daily taken, and dur- 
ing the hours uf burial, the grave is every minute opened to 
receive the corpse of some victim of this baneful drink. From 
January to December the undertaker is kept at work, the sex- 
ton has to toil, and the funeral knell incessantly sounds in our 
ears to tell us that wives arc widows, children orphans, anil 
the church bereft of its choicest members and pastors by this 
execrated demon. And what is worse, there is hardly a Jere- 
miah to mourn for these slain. Nay, the pulpit rings with 
the praises of this material demon ; the missionary cannot 
leave his fatherland without bequeathing to it a commendation 
of this desolntor of the nations ; and awful to tell, directors 
are found circulating a pamphlet, which it is difficult to ascer- 
tain whether it reflects moBt on the learning or taste of its 
author. What an abomination is wine! what evils it has inflicted 
on the world and the church ! and what apathy must it 
betray, to weep over the victims of Moloch or Juggernaut in 
some foreign elime, whUe we harden our hearts against the 
victims of strong drink at the nest door, or with the sang 
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ftol't of a heathen, give the cup of venom to our friends, 
children, and servants, and impiously commend it is a. "good , 
creature!" Alas! they drink and die. How many we may have - 
thus corrupted, slain, and mined for ever, the great day alone ■ 
can reveal ! At the thought of what, shall then he drought to < 
light, each one has need to oiler the prayer, "Deliver me from 
blood-guiltiness, God <" Whether, therefore, we look at 
the grain and fruit which we converted from wholeBome food 
into poisons, or at the crime, misery, and death, which even 
the moderate use of these drinks occasions, must not every indi- 
vidual who has the least reverence for God, or regard for man- 
kind, hesitate hefore he can assume courage to assert that either 
grain, apples, or grapes were intended to be, not merely wasted, 
but actually employed to demoralize and destroy the human 
family. 

III. Both the ancients and moderns are agreed respecting 
the deleterious influence of wines and strong drinks. Aris- 
totle speaks of the injurious effects of wine, whether drugged 
or taken in large quantities, upon both body and mind. " Head 
aches, pleurisy, fevers, dropsies, fluxes," &c. were a few of 
their corporeal evils; and in reference to the influence of wine 
upon the mind, be sbows that the moderation-man was in a 
worse state than the drunkard. " Am n o ri*puflo)/in£ fuAKor 
implied tou ptSu'ipros jjnXXnj. nit wppavriK ; H ort o ji.iv m)(pav, 
fvxpwtt ; u fie nnvrinrain p-tSuw, 8irc ro ras aiafh/irtit fTTiTreirAao-- 
pecat (trai, ov Swap-time to ffapoi tpepew, ov xpivti, an Kptvav &', ov 
jra/ioiwi. O 3' oKp/iflu>jii[| Kptrti n, km, 3ia top oiixn 1 , bmw KpuKt, 

oioTe napowtm," " How is it that he who is under the influence 
of a little wine acts more foolishly than he who is drenched with 
liquor, or than he who is sober? The sober man makes a 
right use of his judgment and reasons correctly ; and he who 
is thorougldy drenched with liquor, having his senses bewil- 
dered and being overburdened with wine, does not reason at 
all, and not reasoning at all, he cannot be guilty of false rea- 
soning; hut he who ia partially influenced by wine, uses his 
reason, but, in consequence of the liquor, reasons badly, and, 
therefore, commits many a blunder." I need not say that a 
pint of porter, a glass of wine, or gin and water, makes many 
an opponent of total abstinence the " aKpadapa^" of which 
Aristotle speaks, and, therefore, I am fully warranted in cal- 
ling this " Aerot/wrax," " a tnoderation-man." Pliny men- 
tions all the diseases enumerated by Aristotle, and remarks 
that the mind as well as the body is injured, " Snpientinm 
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mbrari," " wisdom is darkened by wine." And again 
" Vitio damns hnnrini quod, soli aninialium, con 
i, bibimua" — " tauquam ad perdenda vina, ct tanquam 
indi ilia non possunt ni-i per humanum corpus." "We allow 
it to be a vice peculiar to human beings, that we alone, of all 
animals, drink when we are not thirsty ; as if we were bom for 
no other purpose but to destroy wine, and as if there was no 
other way of wasting it, except by pouring i; through a human 
body." How it reflects on our reason that we find the animals 
universally too wise to imitate our fully! Amlrocydea, an emi- 
nent physician in the days of Alexander, recommended total 
abstinence to that sensual monarch. " Remember," said he, 
" O king, that when you drink wine, you drink the blood of 
ihe earth." " Cicuta homini venenum est, dcuta nttum J° 
'• Hemlock is poimm In mini, and wine ix hemlock." 

We have seen already the effects that Hector attributed to 
■ . Iliad, lib. Ti. 264. 

™ Mr? pen uivav napt fj.f\ifppoi>a, irniTia f-frjjp, 

" Dread mother, give me not llint sweet oblivions bowl, 

Palsy would k& my limlis. courage forsake my soul." 

as this wine port or sherry 1 Hector's mother only wished 

,on to take a moderate draught, yet he declares that mo- 

ration would have disabled liim. Is a moderate quantum 

port renowned for " iwrnyuiiui'," paralyzing Ihe limbs of 

e who drink it? This wine, like Lot's and Noah's, was 

, otherwise it could not have been " p.f\inhta owem" 

tine sweet as honey," and yet more intoxicating and stupify- 

» than brandy. Here wc have on the one hand, 'IVetotahsm 

i the salvation of Troy, and on the other, .Moderation and 

e destruction of the city associated together. 

The following quotation from Philo judreus, who was co- 

mporary with the apostli.s, fully harmonises witli those just 

/en. " God," he says, " prohibited the priest who approached 

j altar, from drinking wine, for four reasons ; — 1. Because 

wine produced Okith-, shi'jijinlineKS <>f btidij ; — -2. Ar/dij, forget- 
ful MUX ; — 3. Atppoirvvr), rashness, or infatuation; — 4. Yirwor, 
drowsiness, or sleep." " Wine," he adds, " unnerves the 
vigour of the liorly, makes the limbs inactive, produces slug- 
gishness, and overwhelms us with sleep : it relaxes the energy 
of the mind, and causes forget fulness, rashness, and folly. 
But those who totally abstain, have their limbs nimble and 
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active, their senses more acute, dear, and discriminating ; their 
minds more sharp-sighted ami perspicacious, either to KUM 
the past, or contemplate and pniridefor the fill ure ; aud there- 
fore it is universally agreed, that the use of wine, as an article 
of diet or sustenance, is exeedingly injurious to all persons : it 
shackles the mind, blunts t he senses, ourdens the hody, and in- 
deed leaven none of the faculties, whether corporeal or mental, 
free and uncontrolled, hot impedes and fetters every power we 
possess. And as it is of the utmost importance that we should 
engage in God's ordinances with freedom and energy, and m 
a sin against God is much more heinous than a sin against 
man, the injury which wine inflicts upon us when we enter on 
sacred duties is proportionably great ; consequently, it was 
ordained that ' tufa! abstinence' should he observed by the 
priests who ministered at the altar of Jehovah, that they might 
be able to distinguish between things sacred and profane, 
things pure and impure, things lawful and unlawful." Lib. 2. 
De Monarchia. The wine hoe alluded to, like that of Hector, 
must have been polluted with opiates; and lest the Jewish 
priests, or Kazan tea should at any time be deceived, as Lot 
and others had been, God enjoined total abstinence as the only 
security. The prophet Habakkuk, chap. ii. 15, evidently 
refers to the deception practised upon Noah and Lot, as pre- 
valent in his day. " Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour 
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him," (or rather, "poitreth 
out thy poisoned wine for /d'w,") and inakesthim drunken also, 
that thou may est look on their nakedness." Both in Deut. 
xxxii. 24,33, and in Isaiah li. 17,22, the word " ran, chamath," 
here rendered " bottle," is translated "poison," or "fury;" 

tand in each rase refers to drugged wine, as poisonous, heating, 
and "biting like a serpent," The term n3D, "saphach" here 
translated " put," often means " to pour out," Seeing, there- 
fore, these destructive poisons were often concealed in wines, 
and so insidiously, that Lot, Noah, and thousands of others 
were deceived, total abstinence was considered the only safe 
course for the priest and the Nazaritc. 

It is proved by one of the most sensible, popular, and sci- 
entific physiological writers of our day, that icines, spirit*, and 
ale, are all alike as stimulants, and only differ in the propor- 
tion of poison they contain ; and hence what is true of wiue, 
is true of all other beverages. Speaking, therefore, of wine, 
he shows tliat it can do no good to the hody, because it 
cannot be digested ; and if it cannot do any good, it must do 
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All the nourish me lit. lie says, that exists in a glass of 
is not so much as one-third of a grain of corn;" and 
,t he laid upon the extreme point of a penknife." As 
it beneficial, it must be pernicious, even when taken in 
quantities. The mechanism of the human frame is ten 
sand limes more delicate than that of a watch ; ami if the 
it hair introduced into the works of a watch would impede 
movements, how much more detrimental to the body of 
must be even the smallest quantity of alcohol! Look at 
iurable minuteness of the diameter of those blood- 
whosc office it is to nourish the body, and the indescri- 
»bie delicacy of their structure, and then consider that one 
drop of spirit injected into such slender tubes, would more 
than coyer the whole surface of the body. And what havoc 
this fiery venom must make among the coats of these infinitely 
small organs ! St. Martin's stomach was always found " ulcer- 
ated" after he had been drinking but moderately of intoxicating 
drinks. I believe- that a post-mortem exumiiintionof every mode- 
rate drinker of wine, beer, and spirits, would bring to light 
the most appalling facts respecting the destructive influence of 
these demoralizing beverages. A scientific inquiry into this 
subject would demonstrate not only that every drunkard, but 
that every moderate thinker is guilty of self-destnu-tion, and, 
in the result, only differs from common suicides, in the tardy 
process he adopts. The writer just alluded to, E. Johnson, 
surgeon, in his letters to brother John, after showing that the 
sensibility of our organs may he called " our guardian angel," 
and applying this idea to the pyloric valve of the stomach, 
remarks, "What mischief, therefore, do those persons inflict 
upon themselves— what a wide door for the admission of all 
sortsof evil do those persons throw open, who, per] >e I u ally stimu- 
lating the pyloric valve Uy the- unnatural stimuli vf ardent spirit 
unit hiffhty-seuevned sauces, enfeeble, /rear out, a ad eventually 
deztroy ill sciisit/ititg, so that whatever the caprice of the pa- 
throws into the stomach, is tumbled, right or wrong, assi- 
lulated, or not assimnlated, good, bad, and indifferent, alto- 
gether, without let or hindrance, into the bowels : for the 
sentry-bos is deserted — the watchman is dead." Tt should be 
observed, that when this sensibility of the pyloric valve is 
healthy or entire, it makes a strong effort to prevent what is 
undigested from passing forward to the intestines ; but when 
.t is made drunk by wine, it forgets lis duty, and diseas 
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it is made drunk by wine, it forgets its duty, and disease « 
the consequence. 
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Tlie anme author in another place observes, " A great deal 
of mischief arises from the misapplication of the word, 
etrcDgthi to the intoxicating power of strong drinks, as tiifv 
are called. Potions are said to be strong ; and hence mav 
have arisen tlie silly notion that they possess the power of i 
strengthening the body. People seem to suppose, that by 
swallow iii!; strong drinks they swallow strength, as though 
strength were some tangible substance which can be chewed, 
swallowed, and assimnlated, like a potato. We say that onions 
have a " strong smell," and we might as well expect to derive 
strength from smelling onions, as to do so from drinking fluid* 
which /tare « strung /favour. And this of itself is another 
proof of their mischievous tendency ; for whatever affects h* 
strongly, cannot be chip in porridge ; and if it be not goott 
and necessary, it must, of necessity be not. only singly injurious, 
but very much so. " I have drunk a gallon of beer daily for 
the last thirty years," once boasted a certain hostler, "and I 
never was in better health than I am at this moment.'' The 
next day a ht of apoplexy laid him dead in a ditch. 

Thus, then, from the testimony of both ancients nnrl mo- 
derns, we learn that wines have been injurious; in their 
drugged or fermented state they have been poisonous; and 

Ieven when uuferniented and innocent, they were often taken 
to excess ; and therefore, when God gave directions respecting 
diet as connected with health, strength, or piety, be always 
enjoined " total abstinence." 
IV. In several instances the Scriptures prohibited the bM 
of wine ; and throughout the Word of God water is higldy 
recommended. 
We have examples in the sacred volume in which meat 
and drink were either prescribed or immediately provided by 
Jehovah; and in each case wine was prohibited or withheld. 
The cases in which total abstinence was prescribed, resolve 
themselves into three distinct classes: — 1. Total abstinence, 
rind bodily strength ,* *_'. Total abstinence, and sanctity of 
character; 3. Total abstinence, and the worship of God. 
1. We have total abstinence, and bodily strength. Samson 
was to be the strongest man ; anil God's command was, that 
neither he nor his mother should drink either " wine, or 
shacar, sweet drink." Every physiologist knows that this 
was the very best physiological advice that could he given to 

kany parent who wished to have a strong and healthy offspring. 
Jam not denpng that the strength of Samson was miraculous ; 



1 it must be remembered, that own in waking miracles 
suits the means to tbe end ; and the Creator here is 
sly giving directions that nothing may be taken which 
lid impair tli at bodily vigour which lie was about to bestow. 
"1 his works we Bee munificence and cetuioni} blended ; and 
j case does he impart gifts for us to waste or abuse them. 
Sainton's mother bad taken intoxicating or stupifying 
"t8, she would have poisoned her son with them, and of 
seity have debilitated his frame. During pregnancy, the 
»d of the mother and of her offspring is the same ; what 
■ mother drinks, therefore, enters the blood of the child ; 
:s frame is solely built and sustained nut of the blood 
of the parent, every poison the mother drinks pollutes her 
offspring. Hence we have hereditary diseases ; and it is a well 
known fact, that thousands of infants die in consequence of 
the wine or beer taken by mothers. Infanticide, to an extent 
too great to be yet credible, is the natural and regular result of 
mothers drinking "wine or strong drink." It required a 
miracle to render Samson preternatural! y strong ; but if Sam- 
son's mother hod taken intoxicating drinks, it would have 
required another daily miracle to extract the poisonous liquor 
from his veins, even while he was in his embryo slate j and if 
after he was horn or grown to maturity, lie had drunk these 
deleterious fluids, unless an extra miracle had been wrought, 
intoxicating (leverages would have made Samson as weak as 
other men. What an instructive history, therefore, the phy- 
siological history of Samson is ! And had it only been studied 
and attended to, how many a mother would b&Tt rejoiced over 
a healthy oil's p ring, instead of having to weep like Rachel, 
and refuse to be comforted, hceause her children are not ! And 
how many a child and youth who were first living skeletons, 
or mere animated masses of disease, and then dropped into a 
premature grave, might have exhibited and possessed all the 
Btrength and beauty of health, and enjoyed, a happy, green, 
old age. 

2. The Scripture associates total abstinence and sanctity of 
character. The Nazarites were a class of persons among the 
Jews who separated themselves to the service of Cod by a solemn 
vow. The vow was a religious vow, and therefore it was required 
that the persons who made it .should possess more than an 
ordinary degree of sanctity. They were highly esteemed among 
the pious part of the. population. Jeremiah speaks of their 
characters as " purer than snow, and whiter than milk." John 
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the Baptist, who was the greatest of the prophets, the EUns of 
his time, mid a " burning and shining light" all his days, was a 
Nazarite. I'm these sacred persons wci-c all enjoined of God 
to observe " total abstinence." Many reasons might be given 
to show that this injunction was not arbitrary. From the close ; 
union that exist* between body and mind, we know that thy 
physical, the moral, ami the spiritual man. are intimately con- 
nected together, and greatly inlluonee one another. A body 
over-fed, and heated with intoxicating drink, will prove a sore 
temptation to a sanctified spb'it. Indeed, in every case in 
which the physical man is injured by diet, the intellectual and 
moral man must be deteriorated to an equal degree ; hence, 
the want of attention to dietetics in our day is one of the great- 
est hindrances to perfect mental and moral developement. 
Bodies racked with disease, iulliimwl by passion, or paralyzed 
by ennui and nervousness, arc sail obstacles to every great intel- 
lectual or moral enterprise, and therefore he who overfeeds him- 
self, or thinks wine, had better not vow to accomplish any 
thing great. It is only for anyone to take a scientific view of 
the body and mind of man, to perceive that good physiological 
reasons can be given for the total abstinence of the Nnzoritc. 
More than half the Christianity of the church at the present 
day is neutralized by what is called the moderate use of wine, 
heer, and spirits. 

Then further : — a man who uses these liquors is in great 
danger of being deceived by them, and falling into sin. If 
t!>e Nazarite had drunk wine, it is ten to one but he would 
have broken his vow. The firmness and decision of character 
necessary to perform a vow, would have been endangered every 
time that the collapse, which always follows the excitement 
produced by strong drinks, ensued; and the devotee would thus 
hive risked bis sanctity. Nine out .;/' ten of all the members 
annually dismissed from our churches are the victims of wine, 
birr, or gin : while, on the contrary, we have but one voice 
from all tee-total Christians, attesting that total abstinence 
has decreased their temptations. Our Lord has told us that 
there are three steps lo the kingdom of heaven :— ] . " Deny 
thyself;" 2, " Take up thy cross ;" 3. "Follow me;" and 
adds, that unless we do these three things, we cannot be bis 
disciples. Here. the first step is " nelf-ttt'nitit,'' the very doc- 
trine enjoined on the Nazarite, and practised by Teetotalers. 
No one can tel! the glorious results, for truth and Christianity, 
when the church shall show itself more williug to take the first 
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The NflKarite was enjoined to cany this self-denial * 
, that, lie was not only to abstain from drinking any kind of 
I beverage produced from grapes, 1ml also from eating any con- 
f fectioiiary made (ram the fruit of the vine. This prohibition 
ras doubtless intended to cut off entirely all temptation which 
night arise from that source, and to render him proof against 
every deception which might be practised upon turn by mean- 
of the juice of the grape. The Nazarite was lo all intents and 
purposes, a " a long-pledge man," and Awl long pledge came 
from heaven. How much easier to thousands is total absti- 
nence than moderation ! Johnson is said to have refused one 
glass of wine, because he could not, if he began to drink, be 
contented with one. 

3. Total abstinence is connected with the woi-ship of God. 
Aaron and his sons were not. to drink wine when they went 
into the tabernacle of the congregation. Lev.x. 9, tells us that 
they were threatened ici/h death it' they violated this statute. 
The prohibition was given immediately alter the two sons of 
Aaron had been struck dead for "offering strange fire before 
the Lord ;" and therefore suggests that their impiety and pro- 
fanity were the effect of wine. How many ministers of the 
sanctuary have fallen since that time, and how often the pa- 
tience and long-suifering of Roil haveheen tried by the "strange 
fire" the unhallowed excitement, which has heen borrowed 
from stimulants! What can be more offensive to Him who is 
a " spirit," and who hath given us spirits capable of being 
inspired with spiritual motives, than to be adored with the 
senseless devotion which has heen borrowed from the tankard, 
the decanter, or the tea-pot ! That will be a glorious period 
for the intelligence, sanctity, respectability, and success of the 
ministry, when aii .spiriiuiil guides of the church shall be exam- 
plea of si'lt-diiii;il, tod shall practise the total abstinence 
enjoined on Aaron and his eons ! And as all believers, under 
the New Testament, are " made kings and priests unto God," 
it behoves every real Christian to reflect whether the "statute 
for ecer," which divine wisdom enacted for the ministers of 
the sanctuary of old, are not worthy of attention from modern 
worshippers. A phytfological inqmiy into the subject woidd 
demonstrate, that more than half the devotion of the church 
is, every Sabbath, contaminated or paralyzed by these abomi- 
nable poisons. 

1. We have instances recorded in Scripture in which Jeho- 
not merely prescribed, but actually provided, diet for the 
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people ; and in each case he gave them nothing stronger than 

For forty years lie dieted the Israelites, amounting to up- 
wards of a million of people ; and yet during the whole of 
that time lie never offered them wine. He sent them bread 
from heaven, he brought them quails, and water out of the 
rock, but he gave them no wine. It would have been just as 
easy for him to have given them wine or strong drink aa to 
have given them water ; the production of the one was as 
little trouble to Omnipotence as the other ; but God thought 

tthat nothing was better for this million of travellers under a ver- 
ticalsun than water. Andfurfher, this*ee(ofa/multitude, though 
noted for discontent, asked for nothing stronger or better than 
water. For forty years they were confined to this beverage, 
and yet not a murmur escaped their lips concerning their drink. 
A physiological e.vmninulioii of the human frame would show 
that, as n liquid, nothing can surpass water. Nine-tenth* of 
the blood in every healthy body is water ; the liquid part of 
every juice of the body is water; and therefore, to supply its 
lack of humour nothing is demanded but water. It is utterly 
impossible to better water. You may make it nicer, or more 
bewitching to the palate, hut improve it you cannot. And 
were we to drink only when we are thirsty, and drink uo more 
than nature demands, we should then know and feel the virtues 
of pure water. For forty years a God of infinite wisdom and 
love gave to Israel the very best liquid for drink that heaven 
could provide ; and the generation of teetotalers who drank 
this beverage proved the most courageous and valiant of the 
sons of Abraham that ever existed, even from that day down 

»to the present time. 
When God undertook to provide the prophet Elijah with 
food, " the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morn- 
ing, and bread and flesh m the evening: and he drank of the 
brook." How easy would it have been for another raven to 
have been employed to take him morning and evening a little 
'■■""■ ; but God, who made the human body, and knows all its 
wants, considered water as the best beverage for ins favonrile 
prophet. So on another occasion, when Jehovah sent an angel 
to feed this great reformer, and the messenger brought him 
drink as well as meat, the drink was a " mure of water." 
Surely if wine had been best, the augel would have brought 
him a cruse of wine. Jehovah could as easily have pent him 
wine as water. The prophet also had to go forty days and 
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reb, the mount of God j'.' 
tjb would have thought. 
very important tor such an arduous journey. But God, who 
understands the physiology of the human body, and never in- 
tended that it should be poisoned or inflamed with alcohol, 
sent his servant the best drink for man that lieaven could pro- 
vide ; and that drink was not wine, hut water. 

r these are stubborn farts ; and they demonstrate to us 
that in every case in which the Creator lias prescribed or pro- 
vided diet, he has omitted wine, "Actions," we often hear, 
" speak louder than words." Here, then, both the actions 
and words of God testify in favour of total abstinence. Often 
ia it asked, "Where has God enjuiinil total abstinence?" Our 
reply is ready : He prescribed it to Samson and his mother; 
he prescribed it to the Nazaritcs and priests ; and he more than 
prescribed it to the Israelites in the wilderness, and to the 
prophet Elijah : for, in providing food ami drink for these, he 
gave them nothing to drink but vmter. And it is worthy of 
remark, that lie never has provided intoxicating drinks for 
man. Throughout the whole course of nature, not a single 
body can be found which contains alcohol. God could as 
easily have produced an alcoholic liquor in the grape as a 
saccharine juice : he might, have caused the palm and the vine 
to diatU ardent spirit, the clouds above to pour forth this poi- 
son, or the fountains to flow with alcohol, but he has not done 
bo ; and therefore his word and his Providence demonstrate, 
that he deems such venom unnecessary for man. 

It may he said that the Saviour turned water into wine at 
the marriage of Cana. We reply, that the wine made oil that 
occasion was not port or sherry, but, as we have already proved, 
was an innocent beverage. Still we will not rest the argument 
here. The Saviour wrought other miracles. At unc time he 
fed five thousand, and at another four ; but in neither of these 
cases did he produce wine ; yet the multitude* were as desti- 
tute of wine and strong drink as they were of bread ; and 
unless the Saviour produced these luxuries by a miracle, there 
remained nothing for them to drink but water. Now the sim- 
ple fact, that though he had compassion on the multitudes, 
and would not send them away fasting, "lest they should faint 
by the way," and under these circumstances provided them 
nothing but water to drink, proves that he did not think wine, 
necessary for a multitude of nine thousand persons, who had 
travelled many miles in a hot country, and were quite exhausted 
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with fatigue and fasting. As a luxury at the marriage feast 
he produced a little wine that he might show forth his glory 5 
hut the miracles of feeding the multitude demonstrate that he 
did not deem even an innocent wine necessary as a common 
beverage. 

Some have said, that the Saviour was a wine drinker hiin- 
-ilf ; but of thig there is no proof. Tile argument advanced 
i«, that he was called "a wine bibber," and as he did not rebut 
the charge it must be true. But the same test says, that he was 
ealled "a glutton," and be did not denj that charge, and hence 
our opponent mi^ht. argue I bat be was a glutton ; and if no one 
believes that he was a glutton, although he did not defend 
himself from the charge, then, by a parity of reasoning, it may- 
be denied that be was a wine drinker alt bough he said nothing 
to the contrary. Here, as usual, (be argument of our oppo- 
nent proves too much : for if it proved that Christ was a wine 
drinker, it proves also that he was a glutton, and consequently 
proves what many of our anti-teetotalers would be the lirst to 

finally, — While in various parts of the Scripture the use of 
wine is spoken of as connected with every evil temporal and eter- 
nal, and consequently is most emphatically condemned, water 
is again nurl again referred to as one of the most valuable boun- 
ties of Providence, and ;is a beverage very generally adopted. 
Urooks of water, aud wells of water, ealled wells of salvation, 
and fountains of living water, 6tWH their vilifying and saving 
qualities, are among some of the choicest blessings which God 
promised to the Israelites, and which were so much esteemed 
that when Jehovah wished to set before the people the bless- 
ings of redemption in the most vivid manner he compares 
them to " miter." " A pure river of water of life clear as 
crystal," was a metaphor which conveyed to the people of that 
day the most exalted idea of the fulness and felicity which 
come to us through the gospel. 

Water in former days was the common drink of the people. 
Abraham gave Hagar aud Ishmacl at departing a bottle of water. 
Abraham's servant asked of Rebekah nothing stronger than 
water, nor did she offer to get any thing better. Gideon's I Are' 
hunt/red valiant soldiers were drinkers of water. King Saul 
slept with a erute of water at his bolster. Nabal at bis sheep- 
shearing feast gave the people nothing but water to drink. 
The Israelites, as we have seen, during forty years in the wil- 
dtatHtt had nothing to (brink but water. The prophet Elijah 
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was provided by God himself with nothing but water. The 
old prophet offered his guest " bread and water." Obadiah 
fed a hundred prophets with bread and water. The king of 
Israel set before I hi' Syrians bread and water, and it is said he 
" set great provisions before them." David and his courageous 
troops were drinkers of water. Samson, the strongest man, 
drank nothing but water. The Nozarites were drinkers of 
■water,* yet Jeremiuh soys, that "they were mure ruddy than 
rubies, their polishing was of sapphire." The Jewish priests 
■were drinkers of water. It was commanded (o kings by Solo- 
mon to drink neither wine nor strong drink, and, therefore, 
nothing hut water. Isaiah promises the church nothing 
stronger, for he says, "bread shall be given thee and water 
shall be sure." Daniel anil his fellows were water-drink era, 
yet in health, beauty, and vigour they surpassed their fellows, 
John the Baptist drank water. Our Lord was a water-drinker, 
for he asked water of the woman of Samaria, and sent his dis- 
| eiples into the city to buy bread, not to buy wine ; for the 
multitudes he provided nothing bat water ; and in the book 
of Revelation, speaking of heaven itself, be is said to lead his 
people to " bving fountains of water." Here then we have 
testimony upon testimony extending from age to age, showing 
that water was the common beverage. What will moderation 
people say to these scriptural authorities ? They profess to 
reverence the Bible when it recommends wine, but at the same 
time scoff at water drinking, although the Bible, for one 
instance of reeotn men ding wine, gives ten thousand examples 
of water drinking. Out of their own mouths these scoffers 
are condemned. They wish to "pull the mote out of their bro- 
ther's eye," but are so overcome with the love of wine, that 
" cannot see the beam in their own eye." It would be easy to 
show, that the golden age of every aneient nation was the age 
when it drank water ; and that the period of its downfall was 
the period when it exclmnged water for wine. The wine- 
drinking Nineveh aud Babylon succumbed to an army of tee- 
totalers. The Persians in turn become wine bibbers and 
yielded to teetotal Grecians. Greece yielded to Home, yet the 
golden age of Rome was an age of teetotahsni. Wine drink- 
ing Rome was obliged to ask for the defence of her effeminate 
sons, the sword of teetotal barbarians. The whole wine drink- 
ing world trembled like a leaf before the water drinking Sara- 
cens ; these in their turn became luxurious, disobeyed the laws 
of the Koran respecting total abstinence, and then trembled 
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before the teetotal Turks ; these again became debased by 
luxury and wine, and succumbed to the Ottoman water drink- 
ers. At the present time, hy i'ar the greater portion of man- 
kind drink nothing Imi wider ; and the millions in England, 
Ireland, and America, who haw abandoned strong drinks and 
returned to water, feel their health, their mental, moral, and 
bodily vigour greatly increased. Every misery and crime at 
which the heart recoils has been the result of drinking wine 
and strong drink ; while every blessing, domestic, civil, com- 
mercial, intellectual and moral, has been the result or compa- 
nion of total abstinence, and, therefore, it is the duty of every 
Christian to give up the use of poisons, the history of whose 
baneful influence is full of " lamentation, and mourning, and 
woe." These pages have shown that from the word of God 
no sanction ran he obtained in favour of so deleterious a beve- 
rage, and, therefore, have radicated the Bible from the infamy 



of being the tippler's vade r 



To urge all the motives 



i total abstinence, which every thing, sacred and profane, 
physical and moral, scientific and historical, temporal and 
eternal, suggests, would require volume upon volume. In 
Anti-Bacchus many of these have already been advanced and 
approved both in England and America ; and prohably at 
some future period a few other features of this deeply-inter- 
esting subject may be exhibited to awaken still more exten- 
sively the sympathy of the philanthropist and the Christian. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 6, line 1, for "unferment," read, "unfermented." 

26, — 19, leave out " a" before " room" 

50, — 5, for "pareUelism" read, "parallelism.." 

30, for "adultered," read, " adulterated:' 

68, — 39, for " kokov," read, " kokuv." 



John Blackburn, Printer, 6, Hatton Garden. 
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